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The Barony of Winter's Gate is coming out 
of the haze of the Plague Years ... and we 
plan to CELEBRATE ! !

   Join us on Saturday 16 April 2022,  at the Masonic 
Hall in Fairbanks Alaska, for a day of celebration, as 
we highlight the love, dedication and sacrifices that our 
Baron, Hans Shaffer, and Baroness, Elena verch Rhys, 
have given to us over the past 5 years. Yes, 5 years of 
blissful reign!  

    In these 5 years we, as a barony have watched their 
beloved Calliope grow from the tender age of just two 
years old when they stepped into the reign of the 
Barony, and in the last two years we have braved the 
plague together.  We have also had the first ever 
Winter’s Gate War Party on the fields of West/An Tir!  We 
may have broken the known worlde, cause it all shut 
down after that!!  Ha ha ha!

Haazzaah !  Haazzaah !


Lift your voices and your hearts to welcome in the new Baron, Khevron 
Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, and Baroness, Merewyn of Ynys Taltraeth !  
They have been strong and active members in our barony for many 
seasons, now we are excited for our barony as they step up to the helm!   
For Baron Khevron it will be his second time in this seat, both Khevron and 
Merewyn have held multiple officer positions continuously. 

The Barony of Winter's Gate is honored to anticipate the attendance of 
Their Majesties Miles and Jitka, King & Queen of the West, and their 
Highnesses Cruscillus and Vicana, Prince & Princess of Oertha, for this 
momentous celebration.  

    Participate in the WHIMS!!  Show your heraldry at your table setting.  
Show your heraldry on your person.  Show the Winter's Gate Heraldry in 
your arts, table decorations or personal accessories ! 

    House Tundra Weasel will be serving libations for the evening!  Frivolous 
activities of the day will include table top games, a Scavenger Hunt for 
the young and young at heart, music, wondrous food, and an amazing 
COURT! 

    Fighters!  Both heavy and rapier fighters please bring your gear and 
prepare to expend yourselves!   

    NEW people to the SCA!   Come join us for all or part of our day!!   Feel 
free to celebrate with us. You will not be asked to pay a site fee, although, 
we will ask you to sign in at the Registration table and sign a waiver.  

HEAR YE !  HEAR YE !

Words of the Baron and Baroness

   Greeting to all whose eyes fall upon these 
words. We have come at last to our last hours 
as Baroness and Baron of this our Winters Gate. 
It has been a long trek with both emotional ups 
and downs through our snowy lands. We have 
felt the excitement and the expansion into 
Bjarnarstrond and sadness when it has gone 
silent during the last few years. 

   As we end our stewardship of this expanse 
we call home, we hope we leave with fond 
memories you can look back on for years to 
come. We ourselves have fond memories of 
our times with all of you and even after we 
leave will look forward to many more serving 
alongside you in service to our new Baron and 
Baroness, our barony, and our shared dream.

    My fondest memories from the Frivolity of 
Fool's Revel to leading a war party down south 
under the Winters Gate banner. With the night 
of the pandemic ending we can think of no 
better time for the dawning of a new direction 
for our barony. Long Live the incipient Baron 
and Baroness of Winter's Gate.

--Hans and Elena



Stepping up as Baron 

and Baroness:


Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov & 

Merewyn of Ynys Taltraeth.


   We are thrilled at becoming your next Baron 
and Baroness   at Changeover event next 
month!  We're looking forward to in-person 
events becoming fully 
restored and want to 
make it FUN for people 
to attend.  Humor is the 
word! (and not one of the 
'4 humors' those are 
yucky!)

    We hope we serve the 
Barony well these next 2-4 
years.  Come to us and 
chat! We want--nay--
need to get to know 
everyone more closely 
than, perhaps, we have 
before.

--Khevron & Merewyn

Keep up with all of the announcements through our 
Baronial Face Book Page!  https://www.facebook.com/

groups/WintersGate   

Find Heraldrydiculous, by Khevron, at:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/53427836855  or   
www.khevron.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WintersGate
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WintersGate
https://www.facebook.com/groups/53427836855
http://www.khevron.com


YULE recap (December 18 - Cempestrae)


   Our Yule Family Gathering was amazing although we missed 
Their Excellencies. Thanks to all those who made the Event 
possible! 

   Thanks to Their Highnesses for braving the winds if the North 
and riding an Ice Dragon to join us! Thank you to the Baron and 
Baroness of Eskalya and for our Visiting Royalty from Astral 
Winds for joining us for our celebration! Our glittering hall, soft 
snowflakes suspended in air and decorations set the cheery 
mood, thanks to Aurelia and Katla. Thanks to our Treasures of Hot 
Cocoa for a delicious chocolaty warmth! 

   Our Allergen Feast-o-crat, Ellisif did great job making sure that 
those with special diets could feast. Many thanks to Fionnghuala 
for her amazing tasty home cooked meal. To all the kitchen staff, 
Gisla, Iriniia, Aurelia, Katla, thank you! 

Special thanks to House Tundra Weasel for providing us with their 
Tavern Specials, amazing drinks and welcoming hospitality.

   Thank you to everyone for working together to maintain safety 
and masking. But, most importantly, thank you to the Populace! 
Seeing old friends, making new friends, and being able to join as 
a Winters Gate Family was the greatest holiday gift. May your 
season be bright and as warm as a welcome from Winters Gate! 


Live long and Prosper in the Dream, Cempestrae 


Over 35 Adults and children through gate! Fighting happened - 
Prince of Oertha Crusilius, Baron of Eskalya Gavin, and Floki.

WINTERSGATE COLLEGIUM


A collegium event you will NOT want to miss !  

Join the Barony of Winter’s Gate for our Collegium the 
weekend of May 14-15.  This event will be full of level 2 and 
level 3 classes.  All of the populace is welcome and 
encouraged to join in the classes that pique their passions no 
matter the experience level of the students.  

The class list may include: 

    • Autocrating an event 

    • Feastocrating an event, 

    • Cooking a feast – this class will start before the 
weekend on Zoom. 

    • Fighting strategies, 

    • and more! 

Make your plans and reservations now for these “Master 
Class” level teachers!  

This event may be held at the Library in North Pole, AK and 
the location may change, or there might be different locations 
for different classes.  

Watch the announcements in the Barony of Winter’s Gate 
Facebook page, as details are finalized all the information will 
be listed there!   


Are you up for teaching a “Master Class” level class to your 
fellow SCAdians?  Contact the Autocrat, Baroness Talorc,  
mka - India Brinkerhoff  (India.Brink@gmail.com)  or through 
FB “India Brink”

mailto:India.Brink@gmail.com


FIGHTER PRACTICES ARE ON AGAIN! 
North Pole Library 

Multi-Purpose Room 
Noon to 4:30 pm 

OYEZ!!! OYEZ!!! 
Things are  heating up! We have had at least 5 heavy fighters 
and several people are interested in rapier fighting. Fighter 
practice started again Saturday March 12 at the North Pole 
Library rules require us to be completely out of the rooms 15 
minutes before the library closes at 5 pm.

Food and drinks are allowed in to the room. 


Can't swing a sword? We also have medieval crafts. Check it 
out!. Most Saturdays Noon to 4:30 pm. Check the Event 
page on the Wintersgate Facebook group or email 
khevron@warpmail.net to double-check if there's a practice.


We have this location for a limited time, and then we should 
be outdoors when the weather permits.

We are open to suggestions alternative sites or preferences.


Check the groups.io mailing list for announcements for 
Fighter Practice Locations and time.  What--not on our 
mailing list? Shame! Instructions for joining are below. 

JOIN THE NEW 
E-MAIL LIST FOR 
WINTER'S GATE!! 

Please join our new e-mail list 
on groups.io. This is not 
Facebook!

For Local (Northern Alaska) SCA 
interested folk only, active, 
semi-active or lurking, all welcome. Don't have to be a 
member.

wintersgate@groups.io  find it at 

https://groups.io/groups

If you need an invite, contact Khevron at

khevron@warpmail.net

FROM THE CHRONICLER'S PEN:

Greetings Winter's Gateans:

After a long hiatus of meetings, the Barony is coming alive 
again! And now the Gatekeeper wants to turn over a new 
leaf by becoming something bigger than it has been. We 
hope to include more event reports, art, and even articles in 
our quarterly issues. And we will be mailing out paper 
copies, as well as passing them out at events. We hope that 
if you have an idea for an article or some art, you will send it 
to:

Merewyn lareena@warpmail.net.  


Next issue will be in May/June.

CALL TO BATTLE!  We are looking for new fighters with no 
experience and lots of enthusiasm. Put on some armor and give it a try! 
We have loaner armor and weapons. Don't know how? We'll teach you. 
You may just get hooked; and you'll get a workout. Or bring a craft! You 
don't have to be a member. Everyone is welcome.

Come have fun with us--you've earned it!

mailto:lareena@warpmail.net
mailto:khevron@warpmail.net
mailto:wintersgate@groups.io
https://groups.io/groups
mailto:khevron@warpmail.net


COMICON 2022!

COMICON 2022! 
Fairbanks Comicon was a great success and lots of fun!

Floki, Gisla, Margery, Cemper and Iriniia are ROCK STARS!  
Chatting people up ALL DAY BOTH DAYS!  We really spread 
out in our double corner booth.  Thanks to everyone who gave 
their time and provided display materials - Talorc, Braun, 
Merewyn.. and everyone who visited and/or dressed up in garb 
and in any other way REPRESENTED! -Khevron  Serious 
thanks also to the kiddos Tempest and her cousin Kyle. 
Without those two helping me do all the set-up on Friday, it 
wouldn't have looked anywhere near as good as it did! 

-Margery

Looking forward to next year!

We obtained 40 Names, addresses and e-mails! 



A Tablet Weaving 
Loom  on a Budget 

By Gisla Œðikollr


   Tablet weaving is appropriate for 
a very wide variety of personas, 
and trim or a belt can

really elevate a set of garb. However, the equipment 
requirements are fairly intimidating to the novice 
weaver; a standard inkle loom generally costs at 
least a hundred dollars plus shipping.

   This tutorial aims to get you fully set up to weave 
for less than that!

   These plans are for a warp weighted loom, which 
has a few advantages over an inkle.

The biggest one is that you don’t need to worry 
about building up twist while weaving an

unbalanced pattern. 

   The second advantage is that you’re not 
constrained by the max warp

length of an inkle loom (I will admit that this is 
sometimes a disadvantage, I have gotten very

bored by the unwise decision to warp up 10 yards of 
the same thing). 

   The other disadvantage is that a WWL is not very 
portable; an attempt to take work to an event or an 
A&S gathering is likely to require you to spend a bit 
of time putting your warp back in order before you 
can begin whereas an inkle room is much more 
ready to go. So with that laid out, let’s go hit the box 
stores!

Shopping List 
From a hardware store: 
6’ ½” diameter schedule 40 PVC (this is the white pipe, the 
thinnest you can find. They come in

2’ or 10’ increments, three of the two footers is all you need)

2 1/2-in x 1/2-in x 1/2-in dia 90-Degree Tee PVC Fitting (two T 
junctions that fit your pipe)

2 1/2-in x 1/2-in dia 90-Degree Slip Elbow PVC Fitting (two 
elbow junctions that fit your pipe)

2 6” quick release bar clamps (you might have these in your 
garage already, though)

From an office supply store: 
¼” capacity binder clips, you’ll need as many as you plan on 
having cards

 Possibly also a single very large clip, but maybe this one is 
from the office supply cabinet

From a sporting goods store: 
3 oz lead fishing weights, ideally in a not-pointy shape. You’ll 
need as many as you plan on having cards. As of spring ‘22, 
these cost a little over a dollar each, but there are patterns 
that can be done on nine cards so you don’t need TOO many.

From a craft store or maybe your stash: 
Maybe Crochet Thread in size 10 in two or more colors you 
like, maybe yarn from your stash!

Maybe Amazon, maybe homemade: 
Tablets - 2” square tablets either purchased or made from 
cardboard or thin plastic sheet.

Miscellaneous stuff that’s probably in your house:

Saw, glue, nail polish or paint, two 6” quick release bar 
clamps.

A Tablet Weaving Loom on a Budget 
Gisla Œðikollr, Part 2



A Tablet Weaving Loom  
on a Budget 
Gisla Œðikollr, Part 3

A Tablet Weaving Loom on a Budget 
Gisla Œðikollr, Part 4

Warping 
   By setting your bar clamps a fair distance away and

bar-portion-up, you can use them as an impromptu 
warping board. I condense the excess warp by 
turning each tablet's worth of cards into a single 
crochet chain, and then attach the weighted binder 
clip to the loop at the top. 

   Weaving!

   There are a torrent of Youtube videos, Facebook 
groups and other tutorials for getting

started with weaving and now that you have a loom 
you’re ready to start exploring them!

Construction 
   Saw one of the two foot lengths into half, and

then saw off three inches of each of the other 
lengths.

Now that you have two 12” lengths, two 21” 
lengths

and two 3” lengths, assemble them as shown (this

photo also explains the use of bar clamps). Some

glue will be required in every joint; I used hot glue 
so

that I could use it immediately but pretty much

anything will work.

   If you would prefer your loom to look more

unobtrusive at an event, nail polish remover will get

rid of the printed on text, and then an artistic smear 
of

brown shoe polish does a 
surprisingly good job at

replicating wood grain.

   Okay, that’s the loom part of 
“warp weighted

loom”, so now on to the 
weights!

   If you trust yourself to not 
chew on your fingers while 
working on weaving, you can 
skip the paint step and also I 
envy you. I took the time to 
coat most of the surface of my 
weights with nail polish and 
then once dried, removed one 
set of the wires from a binder 
clip, threaded it through the 
weight and then reattached it.



HAMLET, PRINCE OF DENMARK 

Bob ibn Briggs

Historical Drive-In Movie Critic

"We watch 'em so you don't have to."


So, continuing our series of movie reviews of the latest additions 
to my “Shakespeare Shelf” at home, we come to this one – yet 
another version of one of William Shakespeare’s most popular 
plays. To add insult to injury, in looking on-line for the full cast list, 
I found at least three other versions that I do not already own (and 
which have now been added to my Amazon wish list) and one 
that I would like to own but cannot find to purchase. (This last, 
being a film from Denmark, is probably not available in the NTSC 
format, so I wouldn’t be able to watch it even if I had it, without 
buying an “all-regions” DVD or Blu-Ray player. Or flying it to 
Europe and to watch it there which, although tempting, probably 
does not have the best cost-to-benefit ratio. Just sayin’.) Anyway, 
this month’s movie was obtained as one in a boxed set of the 
plays of William Shakespeare done in the late 1970s and early 
1980s by the BBC (“the Beeb”) and Time-Life Books, originally 
made for television, so you just know right off the bat that it’s 
going to be a mix of high standards for actors, costuming, and 
fidelity to the original text, coupled with pretty obvious attempts 
to keep production costs down. Let’s see how well they did with 
that balancing act as this month, Da’ud Bob reviews for you the 
1980 production of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark.


Starring Derek Jacobi (just four years after his tour-de-force in I, 
Claudius) in the title role, with Patrick Stewart as Claudius (a role 
he would reprise in 2009 to David Tennant’s Hamlet; funnily 
enough, Derek Jacobi would play Claudius in Kenneth Branagh’s 
1996 Hamlet), Claire Bloom as Gertrude, Eric Porter as Polonius, 
Lalla Ward as Ophelia, David Robb as Laertes, Patrick Allen as 
the Ghost of Hamlet’s Father, Robert Swann as Horatio, Jonathan 
Hyde as Rosenkrantz, Geoffrey Bateman as Guildenstern, and 
Emrys James as the First Player, you should know the plot of this 
one from all of the other productions of this play that I have 
reviewed thus far. 

In brief, Hamlet comes home from university to find his uncle 
married to his mother, and his father's ghost haunting the 
battlements and scaring the watch. Then his father's ghost 
directs him to seek revenge on his uncle for “murder most foul.”


Good points: Once again, it’s Shakespeare’s words. (Interesting 
fact: Shakespeare's works contain first-ever recordings of 2,035 
English words, including critical, frugal, excellent, barefaced, 
assassination, and countless. [Source: FactRetriever.com]) 
Much of the armor. Much of the costuming, which mostly come 
from the time of Shakespeare. The fire-basket. Polonius is as 
verbose as ever. Queen Gertrude’s four-poster bed and its 
trappings. The banners. The table tomb. The sword fighting 
choreography is better than usual.


Bad points: The Ghost’s ridiculously long cape. I have my 
doubts about Hamlet’s hose and codpiece. Some of the 
heraldic banners have questionable “heraldry” on them. Young 
Fortinbras’ armor.


Zero breasts. ½ gallon of blood. Five dead bodies. Sword fu. 
Dagger fu. Poison fu. Fisticuffs. Expectoration fu. Hamlet rolls. 
Skulls roll. Hamlet and Laertes roll. King Claudius rolls. 
Gratuitous fog. Gratuitous fire breather. Gratuitous drum. 
Gratuitous application of rouge. Academy Award nomination to 
Derek Jacobi for his interesting take on Hamlet’s soliloquy, and 
for showing throughout the play his wide range as an actor: 
manic; melancholy; angry (although his anger seems to me a 
little overdone at times); hurt; loud; soft. A mere 27 on the Vomit 
Meter. 3½ Stars. Da’ud Bob says, “It’s really weird to see 
Patrick Stewart – who teased co-star Lalla Ward because at the 
time of this movie, she was appearing in Doctor Who. Stewart 
told her he wouldn't be caught dead doing science fiction – in a 
beard with a nearly full head of hair. All in all, it’s a well above 
average production of Hamlet. Check it out!”

http://FactRetriever.com


MARCH 10, 2022 BUSINESS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

In Attendance via Zoom: Elena, Hans, Merewyn, Khevron, Margery, Hallbiǫrn, 
Meleri,Talorc, Gisla, Liam, & Anne Fitzrichard


BARONIAL CHANGEOVER Notes: Talorc Autocrat, Fionnghuala Feastocrat.

Guests coming up: King Miles, Queen Jitka, Atabeg Tusya (HoC), Prince Crusilius, 
Princess Vicana, Sir Bartram. Hallbiǫrn can’t make the event, Margery to cover as 
Seneschal.

Seneschal Hallbiǫrn: THE CENSUS. Send name, modern name, member 
number, and email for each officer to Hallbiǫrn. Masks. Rules will change. No 
longer required to wear masks, but still not going to make fun of people who are 
wearing masks. FAR NORTH HEATHENS. Invited to In Ester Park 6/18. - Further 
research needed.

Exchequer Meleri:  All smooth sailing. Getting together soon to do a quarter 
report. Melori will check and see if tax advantage for donations is still in force for 
2022

Arts and Sciences Feargus: Happening at Fighter Practice at N.P. Library 12-4:45

Chatelaine Melinda: Melinda very busy w/family.  Would like to pass office.

Herald Khevron: Margery will have a badge in at the March Kingdom Heralds 
meeting. Eilis will be at the changeover.  Lucius is also a herald and a fighter (and a 
guard for his Majesty).

Marshal Hans/Ellisif: A Senior Marshal AND a knight can authorize fighters. So 
maybe we can do that when a knight visits. Heavy & Rapier. There is a practice at 
the North Pole Library for a number of weeks starting 3/12.

Archery Liam: Awaiting Summer season.

Chronicler Merewyn: Now accepting submissions for the Spring issue.

Lists Minister Margery. No activity

Constable Margery: Wants to get a constable bag. (with the $50 budget). Would 
be nice to have officer pendants and she saw an etsy shop that sells them. We 
used to have that.

Regalia: Hans votes no on keeping track of little necklaces.

Web-Minister Gisla: Site up-to-date. Gisla will track Kingdom I.T. down and try to 
get access.

College of St. Boniface Liam: Not much activity, hard to schedule rooms. 

Canton of Bjarnarstrond: One moved to Fairbanks and one to Nome, any left in 
Barrow??

Baroness Elena: Looking forward to things to being funnier.

Future Events: Collegium May 14-15 (Talorc) Games Day June 4 (Margery) Fall 
Tourney Sept 2-3 (Hans) Camping. We need to plan 2023 for the dates and put 
them in (later).  We should talk about calendaring and get the date next year for the 
3 day holiday weekend. And our June date is the first weekend of 3 Baron’s Fair.

RECRUITING. Idea for Exposure: (Elena) Parade and Midnight Sun festival. Also 
week-day markets. Makers markets at Pioneer park. Summer stuff.  Fairbanks 
Summer arts festival: https://www.fsaf.org/ 

Next biz meeting at end of April. Okay to be zoom or in person AND zoom? Yes.

Winter's Gate Arts and Sciences 

   Greetings to the populous ofWinter’s Gate. It’s Fearghus 
here, your brand-new A & S officer. I just want to say a 
quick hello and let you know I am excited to serve in this 
capacity. Being new to this position I will be looking to the 
populace for some ideas as to see the types of things you 
would like to get involved in, along with some things I 
would like to try. 

   I encourage you all to participate, Winter’s Gate has many 
amazing and skilled people, and I would be honored to help 
you let the rest of the Principality and Kingdom know how 
awesome you all are and show everyone your skills. With 
Fighter practices starting up again we can get together to 
do the arts while the others whack each other with sticks. 

  Baroness Talorc held the first of what we hope will by 
many reoccurring A & S nights at her home and had a great 
turn out and I am told much fun was had. Please let me 
know if there are things, I can help you with in your pursuit 
in A & S. I will help where I can and seek to find others who 
can provide guidance where I cannot.

   At our upcoming Changeover event the theme for A & S 
will be heraldry. I will post more information soon towards 
this end very soon.


Fearghus mac 
Gyllfynnan

Winter's Gate A & S 

https://www.fsaf.org/




Baronial Web-site: www.wintersgate.org

Find us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/wintersgate

http://www.wintersgate.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wintersgate


BARONIAL BUSINESS MEETINGS 
On Zoom-- and soon In-Person AND on zoom! 

OYEZ!!! OYEZ!!! 
Baronial Business Meetings aren't just for officers!  

This is your barony - have some influence on what 


we will do and where!

Next meeting after Changeover, on the evening of 

Thursday, April 21, 2022 
Watch for announcements of location and/or 


Zoom meeting link.

Find Heraldrydiculous, by Khevron, at:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/53427836855  
or   www.khevron.com

UPCOMING EVENT: 
Games Day 
Saturday, June 4, 

Pioneer Park

Margery Garret Autocrat

Mark your calendar!


Newcomers Event.  Details will be posted, but there 
will be a Prize Tournament, Viking Games & More!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/53427836855
http://www.khevron.com

