The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

March 27 -- Much Ado About Nothing (Cera)
April 17 -- Fantastic Fairytale Fete / Pavlok Gorod

April 17 -- Eskalya Workshop Day (possible visitor King Uther)
April 24 -- Fool's Revel (Margery)
April 30-May 2 -- Beltane Investiture / West

May 8 -- Ice Saints/Beltane / Earngyld
May 22-23 -- Spring Captaincy (Magda)

June 5-6 -- Armoring/Fighting Workshop & Collegium (Margery)
June 18-21 -- June Crown / West
July 16-18 -- Midsummer Coronet (Iosa & cohorts) / Oertha

July 30-August 15 -- Pennsic / Aethelmearc
August 7 & 14 -- Tanana Valley Fair demos

August (late) -- Sir Sagan fighting workshop (tentative)
August 27-28 -- Purgatorio Investiture / West
September 4 -- Harvest Captaincy (Johana/Genevieve)
October 1-3 -- October Crown / West

October 7-11 -- Great Western War / Caid
October 9 -- Michaelmas (Margery)

November 13 -- St. Boniface Collegium (Adelaide)

December 18 --  Yule (Rutger)
January 8 -- Twelfth Night / West

January 14-17 -- Midwinter Coronet / Oertha
Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next one is scheduled for April 13, at Wood Center of the UAF campus. Everyone is invited: this is where much of the future events for the barony are planned, and your feedback is welcomed.

Fighter practice is 1-4 pm Sundays at the Gym at University Park annex. Other activities also take place at that time, in the same location: 1st Sunday, bardic practice; 2nd Sunday, Ivory Thimble needlework guild; 3rd Sunday, A&S activities/classes; 4th Sunday, Arachne's Web lacemaking guild meeting. Or just come and be social.
All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschal (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location and in bold are local. 

**********************************************
From the Chronicler:

It's been a long time since the last Gatekeeper, for which I give abject apologies. I have had nothing but a series of access to internet and computer problems since last August. Most is corrected, but not all. But as much is going to be happening in the barony this summer, we shall see how this works.

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed. If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, please also let me know. At this time, hard copy is not available from the chronicler (which, of course, someone won't know if they got this in hard copy before, so pass the word on if you hear someone wondering about their mailed copy).

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, local event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many details and memories.                          --Morgana

Upcoming Events:

Much Ado About Nothing
March 27 

Come join us in celebration of Shakespeare's works and times as we watch for spring's return. Come share in the better virtues exemplified by Shakespeare: love, friendship, laughter and joy.

Dinner will be potluck, with a meat dish provided by the Barony. Emphasis is food from Shakepeare's time. (Hint: Shakespeare mentions food a lot in his plays.) Please make dishes to feed 8-10 people and include a card with ingredients for the allergic among us.

By and large, this is a time to welcome spring, spend time with friends and family, and dance.

Contests: autocrat's whim -- best Shakespeare character (dress and act as your favorite Shakespeare character, documentation from the play is of course encouraged, but not required); and A&S -- period finger foods (documentation is worth extra points).

Site is the IBEW Hall, 2000 Airport Way. Site opens at noon and will lock us out at 9 pm. Event fee is $5/adult member, $8 for non-member adult, children 12 and under free. Checks should be made to "SCA Inc. - Barony of Winter's Gate." Site owners request nothing be hung on the walls, and that nothing "wet" be imbibed.

For more information contact the autocrat Cera bec-fäel inigena Corbbi (Tiana Hanson), [removed]before midnight, [removed].

Fantastic Fairytale Fete

April 17, Pavlok Gorod (Kodiak)

The shire is pleased to announce the seventh annual Fantastic Fairytale Fete! This year's theme: A Great and Noble Quest.

There will be classes, a silent auction, activities and Arts & Sciences competitions. Competitions include: best food representation of a fairytale (edible or decorative), best bardic telling of a fairytale, and Arts & Sciences 50 for 50 display. There will be a post event bardic for populace 21 and over or accompanied by an adult.

Off-island visitors are welcome. Housing, local transportation and hospitality will be joyfully provided. Contact the autocrat as soon as possible to make arrangements.

Site opens at 9 am and closes at 7 pm. This is a donation-only event, so there is no event fee, but any and all donations will be more than happily accepted.

Please bring at least one dish per family for the Stone Soup Potluck. Site is the Nemetz Gazebo on Lake Louise Drive. From the Airport turn right, go over the bridge and immediately turn left. Take the first right, follow the road just under a mile until you see the SCA signs.

For more information, contact the autocrat Mairghread Dubh inghean Alasdair (Sonia Clary), [removed], Kodiak, AK 99615, [removed], [removed].

Armoring/Fighting Workshop & Collegium
June 5-6, Barony of Winter's Gate
Greetings!

The Barony is giving a heads up that there will be a heavy fighting/armoring workshop and A&S clothier workshop taking place the first weekend in June.
Sir Geoffrey Scott and Countess Etain du Pommier, OL, will be visiting and bringing their skills to share with us. 

More information will be posted as the information becomes available. But do reserve the weekend for this fun!

Event Report:
Midwinter Coronet News

If you didn't already know Kensric Maur was the victor in the coronet lists, fighting for Rolynnda of the Azurestone, a dear friend for many years. He defeated Soren j'Alborgh in the finals, who fought for Alienor Fitzhenry. Others in the list were Beorn se Bacaire (Heleyne of Avebury), Cynehild Cynesigedohtor (Hakim al-Basim ibn Rashiyd), Halbiorn Erlaender (Ellisif a Reikiavik), Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Merewyn of Ynys Taltraeth, and Nigel Lostwolf (Elisa von Sophey).
The tourney was held Schlagen style: best two out of three in each round), double elmination, which led to many fights to show off the skill of the fighters.

Miscellaneous
A&S Classes and Competition Schedule
April class (April 18, 2-4): Open, but may be continuation of March. 

Fool's Revel competition (April 24): Drinking vessels or drinking vessel covers.

May class (May 16): Period and Peri-oid camping and potluck foods, open discussion.

Spring Captaincy competition (May 22): Embroidered Elizabethan sweete bags.

Oertha Liaison
My understanding of the position to which I was appointed by Prince Georg and Princess Katya is as follows:
If any Oerthan officer is having problems connecting with their Kingdom superior (for any reason), or if there is an issue of the sort where someone actually sitting and chatting with the (central kingdom) officer will make a difference, I can serve as a connection.

I can track down a non-responsive officer at an event; I can chat with them about the background to an issue; I can often give them some ideas about the personalities invovlved. (I can also chat with an Oerthan officer on behalf of a kingdom officer, if that is needed.)

If any Oerthan is having trouble connecting with anyone in Central Kingdom, I will give as much help as I can.

If any Oerthan wishes to enter any of the competitions held in Central Kingdom, I am willing to receive the entries and present them on your behalf. I will then get them back to Oertha -- probably to a central point to save postage, or I will bring them back on my next trip up.
If anyone can think of other ways I can help Oerthans, please let me know.


Duchess Eilis ([removed])

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Uther and Kara, [removed].

Crown Prince and Princess: Alfar and Kiffiny
Prince and Princess of Oertha: Kennric (Ken Edmonds III), [removed], Ft. Greely 99731, [removed], [removed], and Rolynnda (Rolinda Standridge), [removed], Wasilla, AK 99654, 892-2252 (noon-midnight), [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron/Marshal and Baroness/A&S/Lists: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery). A&S deputy: Ellisif a Reikiavik (Kaari Parrish), [removed].

Seneschal: Ellisif a Vettr Dyrr (Kaari Parrish), [removed], North Pole 99705, [removed] (not before 9 am), [removed].
Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), Box [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]home, [removed]. Chronicler deputy: Greteke inn Little.

Exchequer: Iriniia Myshkinova (Althea Dooley), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed].

Constable: Halbiorn Erlaender (Dan Parrish), 2477 Sunflower Loop, North Pole 99705, [removed] (not before 9 am), [removed].

Chirurgeon/Chatelaine: Cera bec-fael inghean Corbbi (Tiana Hanson), [removed]., Fairbanks 99712, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].
Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), Box [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, 455-3779 hm, [removed].

Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), Box [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed] (home), [removed] (cell).

Minister of Children: Hrefna Amundsdottir (Rebecca Parrish), [removed].
Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed] (cell).

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed]home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed]hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), Box [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]hm.

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed].  Deputy: Cynehild Cynesigedohtor.
Stellanordica Herald: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567, 688-4483 (before 10 pm), [removed]cell, [removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567, [removed]home (before 10 pm), [removed].

A&S Minister.Missile Marshal: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed] (home), [removed].

Exchequer: Caitriona inghean ui Chionaodha (Cathe Heroy), [removed], Anchorage 99521, [removed]home before 10 pm, [removed].

Chronicler: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].
Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]home (before 9 pm), [removed].
Constable: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].
Scribe: Viresse de Lighthaven (Kathy Judge), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed], [removed].
Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [removed]., Anchorage 99504, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed]
Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Seneschal (acting): Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].
Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale/Constable: Duncan Scrymgar of Dundee (Jason Ross), [removed], Nikiski 99635, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed]home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Shire of Pavlok Gorod

Seneschale: Mairghread Dubh inghean Alasdair (Sonia Clary), [removed], Kodiak, AK 99615, [removed], [removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

It’s just scary, sometimes, the things that you can find on-line. I mean, there I was, cruising around eBay, looking up a DVD that Anna Sue was forcing me to buy (she’d been watching for it ever since she caught it on videotape one evening and then accidentally taped over it before I had a chance to review Hercules Against the Mongols), and I ran across this flick starring Cornel (The Bandit of Sherwood Forest) Wilde. It was the title which originally caught my eye, and then in reading further I discovered that not only did Wilde star in it, he was also the producer and the director. So I just knew at that point that it was something that you, my faithful readers, needed to know about. So, after plunking my money down (well, admittedly, it doesn’t make much of a sound, a “plunk” or anything else, when you pay for something on the internet, but still, the meaning survives into the 21st Century, though the sound itself may not) for good ol’ Hercules, I paid a few more dollars for Mr. Wilde’s magnum opus. And so it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews for you the Arthurian legend as seen through the eyes of Cornel Wilde, playing the French knight of the tale, in The Sword of Lancelot.

Starring, as I noted, Cornel Wilde (with a pretty heavy, that is to say, overdone, French accent) as Sir Lancelot du Lac, Jean Wallace as Guinevere, Brian Aherne as King Arthur, George Baker as Sir Gawaine, Adrienne Corri as Lady Vivian, Michael Meacham as Modred, Mark Dignam as Merlin, with Iaian Gregory as Sir Tors, Reginald Beckwith as Sir Dagonet, John Barrie as Sir Belvedere, Richard Thorp as Sir Gareth, Archie Duncan as Sir Lamorak, and Joseph Tomelty as Sir Kaye, this is at least part of the Arthurian legend as seen from the point of view of Lancelot. Well, mostly. It does sometimes come across more as daytime soap opera than the epic movie promised by the promo material. (“All the fiery passions of the lusty age of great kings ... beautiful queens ... that heroic age of King Arthur and the gallant Knights of the Round Table!”)

Good points: The stirring music.  The armorial banners on the walls.

Bad points: Fake mail. Two-story tall tents. Norman kite shields. Lancelot’s French accent.  Mail coifs tied under the chin with a single leather thong. Thin metal helmets. (Not the sort of thing you’d want to wear during a real battle or tournament, no, sir.) Arthur’s red Celtic dragon on black. The costuming. The odd mix of Christian and pagan elements. Writing in the sand with a dagger. Horned helms. (So you’d know they’re Vikings, doncha know?) Joyeux Garde is way, way too big to be the castle of a mere knight. Lancelot’s flag. Guinevere’s “If you loved me” you’d kill Arthur and Gawaine speech.

Zero breasts. 1½ gallons of blood. 112 dead bodies. Lance fu. Axe fu. Mace fu. Sword fu.  Spear fu. Arrow fu. Fire arrow fu. Knights roll. Waves roll. Puppet head rolls. Gratuitous shoulder falcon. Gratuitous splashing about in pool. Gratuitous poetry. Gratuitous carousing.  Gratuitous Lancelot and Guinevere quarreling like they were an old married couple.   Gratuitous tortured speech by Arthur. Academy Award nomination to Cornel Wilde as Lancelot, in spite of the overdone French accent, for all of his work to make this costume epic translate to the screen. A 67 on the Vomit Meter. 1½ stars. One reviewer called it “The original Days of Our Lances.” Da’ud Bob says, “Check it out!”  
_____________________________________________________
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