The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

March 20-22 -- Crown Tournament

March 21 -- Ides of March -- Daithi

March 28 -- March Madness -- Eskalya

March 28 -- Day of Blood -- Hrafnsfjordr

April 18 -- Fairytale Fete -- Pavlok Gorod

April 25 -- Fools Revel - Margery

May 1-3 -- Beltane Coronation

May 2 -- Beltane Collegium -- Hrafnsfjordr

May 9 -- Ice Saints -- Earngyld

May 16 -- May Revel -- Eskalya

May 23-24 -- May Captaincy
May 30-31 -- Spring Offensive -- Selviergard

June 6 Turnagain's Wake (continued) -- Hrafnsfjordr

June 6-7 -- Three Barons Fair -- Eskalya

(June 7 -- Cassius & Lilandra's modern wedding -- Eskalya)

June 12-14 -- Kingdom A&S

June 13-14 -- Three Barons Fair -- Eskalya

June 19-21 -- Crown Tournament

June 27 -- Newcomers -- Eskalya

July 3-5 -- West/An Tir War

July 4 -- Demos -- Eskalya, Earngyld, Hrafnafjordr

July 18-19 -- Baroness' Champion -- Eskalya

July 24-Aug 9 -- Pennsic War

Aug. 1-2 -- Demo -- Winter's Fair

Aug. 1 -- Demo -- Pavlok Gorod

Aug. 8 -- Camping Event -- Eskalya

Aug. 8-9 -- Demo -- Winter's Gate Fair
Aug. 12 -- Newcomers -- Pavlok Gorod

Aug. 14-16 -- Purgatorio/Midsummer Coronet  -- Eskalya

Sept. 4-6 -- Demo -- Palmer Fair

Sept 5-6 -- Harvest Captaincy
Sept. 19 -- Newcomers -- Selviergard

Sept. 28 -- Harvest Fest -- Earngyld

Oct. 2-4 -- Crown Tournament

Oct. 3 -- Michaelmas Feast -- Margery
Oct. 10 -- Collegium -- Eskalya

Oct. 8-12 -- Great Western War

Oct. 24 -- Collegium Occidentalis  

Oct. 25 -- Newcomers -- Pavlok Gorod

Oct. 31 -- Demo -- St. Guinefort

Nov. 14 -- Newcomers -- St. Boniface
Nov. 21 -- Time for Tudor -- Eskalya

Dec. 5 -- Yule -- Selviergard

Dec. 12 -- Yule -- Eskalya

Dec. 19 --  Yule
Dec. 20 -- Yule, Earngyld

Dec. 26 -- St. Stephen's Day -- Pavlok Gorod

Jan. 9 -- Twelfth Night

Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next one is March 17. Watch the elist for exact location, or call the seneschal.  

Fighter practice is Sunday afternoon from noon to 4 pm at the U Park Gym. The fighters appreciate our attendance. Gym dates are Feb. 1 - May 3.

Concurrent with fighter practices are the following: Ivory Thimble teas (bring a project and a treat to share) on the 2nd Sunday of the month, and Arachne's Web on the 4th Sunday of the month. If requested, classes can be taught during any Sunday practice.

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschal (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location and in bold are local. 

**********************************************
From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, please also let me know. At this time, hard copy is not available from the chronicler (which, of course, someone won't know if they got this in hard copy before, so pass the word on if you hear someone wondering about their mailed copy).

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, local event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many details and memories.                          --Morgana

Upcoming Events:

Ides of March

March 21, Barony of Winter's Gate

Come and rejoice at the felling of tyrant or bawl in grief at the loss of a great ruler of men for it is today that Caesar was so brutally ripped from this world.  We will enjoy games of the Senate as well as the plebs and a contest for the best assassin. Feast will be pot luck so please bring a dish to feed at least 6-8 people.

Site information: North Star Council on Aging, 1424 Moore St., Fairbanks 99701. Site opens at noon and closes at 8 pm. 

Event fee is $7 for members, $10 for nonmembers, and children under 16 are free. Make checks payable to “SCA inc.-Winter’s Gate”

Autocrat is Daithi’ ua Conri’ (Zack Sherman), [Removed], Fairbanks 99708, [Removed], [Removed].

Directions: take Airport Way to Wilbur and turn toward the Asiana Restaurant. Turn right onto McCullam Avenue, just past the Asiana, and then turn left at the T intersection at Moore. The Center will be on your right (the building on the left). Park and enter in the back where it says Employee Entrance. If you get to the jail or the Pioneer Home, you've gone too far.

Day of Blood

March 28, Hrafnafjordr (Kenai)

Come join the Shire as we present the third and final chapter of the "Day of Blood" event. Look forward to Rapier and Heavy Prize Tournaments, a Shire Champion challenge Roman style, Arts and Science competition of Roman Board Games (mostly dice games for all ages). Social Gathering/Bardic to follow at the Rowdy Roman Villa.

Some fingerfood will be provided: if you wish to bring something to share feel free. There will be a spread of meats at the social gathering following the closing of the site.

Site Information: Challenger Learning Center, 9711 Kenai Spur Hwy. Site opens at 10 am and closes at 4 pm. Event fees, 7$ for adult members, +$3 for non members, $2 children 5 -17. Please make checks payable to "SCA, Inc.- Shire of Hrafnafjordr."

Directions: Make your best way to Soldotna. Turn Right at the intersection of Kenai Spur and Sterling Hwys. Follow through the town of Soldotna to Kenai. Go through the first stop light coming into Kenai, Tinker Lane. Turn Left just past the Kenai High School. Watch for signs.

Anyone needing arrangements for an overnight stay, or wants more information, please contact the autocrat, Amber of Hrafnafjordr(Amber Gardner), [Removed], Kenai, AK 99611, [Removed], [Removed]. 

Fantastic Fairytale Fete VI

April 18, Pavlok Gorod (Kodiak)

The Shire of Pavlok Gorod is pleased to announce the sixth Fantastic Fairytale Fete, a celebration of tales from all cultures.

A+S competitions include: a potluck featuring dishes taken from, based upon or a pun of a traditional tale, a Medieval Science Faire, offering special points to anyone who can creatively (if not factually) disprove something regarded as modern fact and other A+S classes, contests and activities.  

Guests are welcome. Housing, local transportation and hospitality will be joyfully provided.  

Site opens at 9 am and closes at 9 pm. Event fee will be $9 for members, $12 for non members, ages 6-12 $5, under 5 free. Please bring at least one dish per family for the potluck. 

There will be a post event bardic for populace 21 and over or accompanied by an adult and a rapier clinic the following day. These activities have no charge. 

Site: Nemetz Gazebo on Lake Louise Drive. From the Airport turn right go over the bridge and immediately turn left. Take the first right, follow the road just under a mile until you see the SCA signs at Nemetz Gazebo.

 For more information contact the autocrats: Mairghread Dubh and Thomas Ewan (mka Sonia and Jonathon Clary), [Removed], Kodiak AK 99615. [Removed], [Removed]
Tama adds: There's a nifty new activity at the Fete this year. The co-autocrats, Thomas Ewan and Mairghead Dubh, are sponsoring a medieval Science Fair. Think of a normal Science Fair, but you can only use materials and methods that were available in period. Very interesting ideas are being tossed about. I'm looking at some medical/ herbal stuff. Jacklyne is thinking about making glass. Angelina wants to recreate Mount Vesuvius. The brainstorming alone has been hilarious.

We're still having the Golden Egg hunt and the storytelling competition after dinner. Classes are still to be determined. Rapier plans hang on who will be here - although we've been thinking about a nonstandard off-hand defensive theme. Three of us have been practicing with our new gear recently.

Ice Saints

May 19, Earngyld (Juneau)

The snow is melting, the grass is coming back, and Earngyld is growing. Come join us for a day of dancing, games and celebration as the Shire moves to full status. There will be a display table for everyone to show off any arts and sciences project they are working on. There will be snacks and meats, but feel free to bring period foods to share. For those interested in fighting there will be practice on Sunday.  

Out-of-town guests needing crash space should contact us as early as possible so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  

Site Information: Douglas Community United Methodist Church, 1106 Third St., Douglas, AK. Site opens at 10 am and closes at 6 pm Event fees: $5 for members, $8 for non-members, $2 for children

Directions: Take your best route to Juneau. From the main road downtown, cross the bridge into Douglas. Take a left at the traffic circle and head to downtown Douglas. The church will be on the left.

 Autocrat: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [Removed]., Juneau 99801, [Removed], [Removed]
Purgatorio/Midsummer Coronet

Aug. 13-16, Principality of Oertha (Eskalya)

Come experience a Coronet Tournament, a Grand Coronation, and an Investiture as only Oertha can offer!

Our site is the nicely wooded Ruth Arcand Equestrian park, 3900 Abbott Rd, Anchorage, AK 99507. Site will open Thursday, Aug. 13, at 6 pm and will close Sunday, August 16, at 6 pm.  

Friday evening Fathir and Etain, Prince and Princess of Oertha, invite you to participate in or witness the Coronet Lyst to select Their Heirs.

Saturday: The King and Queen of the West invite you to witness the Grand Coronation of Their Heirs, the Crown Prince and the Crown Princess of the West. Saturday evening there will be a feast to celebrate the new King and Queen of the West.

Sunday: Fathir and Etain, Prince and Princess of Oertha, invite you to celebrate the Investiture of Their Heirs as the Newest Prince and Princess of Oertha.

Hospitality Coordinator -- Lady Elizabeth as Principality Chatelaine will be serving as the hospitality coordinator and has begun a list of available host(s) for visitors. Which would be nice to have if some do not wish to camp, also persons who may have extra camping equipment to loan to travelers. The coordinator would collect a list of hosts and equipment for use. Visiting from out of the Principality or out of the Area? Lady Elizabeth can help you get in contact with potential hosts, extra camping equipment, and amenities of the area.

Site Token Coordinator -- Baron Khevron is designing and producing the site tokens.  If you wish to aid in this process, please contact him.

Feastocrat -- Clare Elena de Montfort will be preparing a sumptuous feast for Saturday Evening. Feast tickets will be $12 per person. The number of tickets will be limited. They will be available as part of the pre-registration process. 

Feast Equipment Coordinator -- Technically a deputy to the Feastocrat, this person would be coordinating equipment for use in preparing the large Saturday evening feast. We have had offers from good folks within our populace who will loan the use of their camp cooking items. The coordinator would find out what is available for use, what is needed for its use (e.g.: repairs, propane, etc)  and assist with its delivery to the site for the feastocrats use and possible be a further assistant to the feastocrat in the preparation of the feast.  

Other Meals -- There is no on-board option at this event, but there will be several groups preparing fund-raiser meals. If you have questions or are interested in making a meal, please contact Lady Adisa hrafn Ulfsdottir, the fundraising meal coordinator. Meals already spoken for include Thursday dinner, College of St. Guinifort (bread and stew); Friday breakfast, Pied Powder; Saturday breakfast, Barony of Eskalya; Saturday lunch, Shire of Hrafnafjordr (bagged lunch), Sunday breakfast, Barony of Selviergard. Still available: Friday lunch and dinner, Sunday breakfast and lunch. Or bring your own food, but be aware of packing it all up safely at night so as not to attract bears.

Reservations Coordinator -- The coordinator will track all of the reservations and communicate the numbers to the autocrats and the feastocrat. Pre-registration will be open from March 1st until Aug. 1, and will be available through ACCEPS or by contacting Anne of Bradford. Feast tickets are available at the time of pre-registration. The non-member surcharge will be collected at the gate if applicable. Onsite registration will be available.  

Events fees: adults (16 years and up), $18, teens (11-15), $10, youth (6-10), $8, children under 6 are free, family maximum $60. 

Decorations -- This may be a minimal obligation or it could a little more. As of yet we are not sure if there is or will be a theme. But finding this out could be part of the coordinator's job. Interested persons, please contact the autocrats.

Donations Coordinator -- This position has been taken up by Viscountess Caitriona and Lady Claire de Norwude, but they are asking for more volunteers to help. The idea here is that we will be soliciting local vendors for assistance with food items for the large feast, and fundraising auction. If you know a good group to solicit, then perhaps you'd be a good assistant. Do you have goods or services or camping that you would like to donate to the event? Contact Lady Clare de Norwude.

Merchant Information -- If I come, will they buy it?  There are currently no active SCA vendors operating in Oertha. Our shopping starved population is forced to shop online or vicariously through people who are traveling to Central West or Estrella. The Autocrat team is actively seeking merchants who are interested in participating in this event. The Autocrat team will be offering traditional space in your own encampment on Merchant's Row for no fee. They will also be making available 'Instant Vendor' space in which the event provides a sunshade and table space for a small fee. What are the Local Vendor Rules? In addition to the standard West Kingdom Merchant rules, the following are in effect. (a) Neither the Municipality of Anchorage nor the State of Alaska have a sales tax. (b) Raffles and gaming may not be conducted without a State Gaming Permit (c) Proof of Insurance is required prior to set up. To sign up, send the following information via email to Alienor FitzHenry: your Society and Modern name, contact phone number and email, shop name and description of products and business website (if applicable), Mistress Alienor FitzHenry will be serving as the local merchant coordinator

Camping -- For a group to camp together, send the approximate footprint of your group encampment oerthapurg@yahoo.com (don't forget that ropes take space, too). The autocrats will do their best to accommodate the footprint. Please send this information by July 24 (three weeks before the event). Send an update if the group shrinks or grows significantly as soon as you know.
Classes -- There will be a variety of classes for your learning pleasure. Full schedule to follow. If you would like to teach, please contact either Alienor FitzHenry or Clare de Norwude.

Royalty Liaison will be Elspeth Bouchannane. If there is anything she can do to aid the Royalty and their Courts during Their stay in Eskalya and Oertha please contact her.

Brute Squad -- We are soliciting early for helpers with heavy lifting, loading, unloading. 

If you are interested in any of the coordinator positions that I have listed here.

To volunteer for any part of this event,  please contact the autocrat team by sending an email to [Removed]. For more information, contact the autocrat is Caitriona inghean ui Chionaodha (for direct contact info, check out the principality Regnum listing, below). The official website is http://oertha.westkingdom.org/OerthaPurg.htm.

Miscellaneous

Oertha Cookbooks

Cookbooks still exist, although only 40 are left. If you have not picked one up, or would like to make a gift of one or more, you can contact Viscountess Caitriona at northawke@ yahoo.com to arrange to get one.  

Roses

We have a huge event coming up! I am soo excited! Purg and Coronet combined in one.  There will be much fighting! YAY!! One of the Tourneys will be a Roses Tourney. 

To this end I am making roses... and asking for help! Are there any individuals who would like to help me. Or groups too. You can show your pride and make them in Shire/Barony/ Principality/West Kingdom colors. Or favorite colors. Please contact me if you would like to volunteer some effort! Even one rose is the biggest help! Please talk to me for coordination of sending roses and collecting them. 

Thank you so much! Lets all work  to make this a memorable occasion for the whole Kingdom! 

Isabel

Oertha Chronicler

The principality chronicler seeks a deputy. Very little responsibility, but required to have access to a computer with spell check. Contact Ragn at [Removed] if you have questions or are interested.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Jade and Catherine, [Removed].

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Fathir and Etain (Bryan and Crystal Nelson), [Removed]., Wasilla 99654, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [Removed], Fairbanks 99712, [Removed], motherchaos@gci.net (Margery).

Seneschal: Hakim al-Bashim ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [Removed], Fairbanks 99708, [Removed] cell, scahakim@yahoo.com.

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Cyrus Aurelius (DJ Wilson), [Removed], Anchorage 99504, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed] and Yukiko Yamamoto (Karen Withers), [Removed], Fairbanks 99708, [Removed] before 9 pm, [Removed].

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [Removed], Fairbanks 99708, [Removed] home, [Removed] work, [Removed]. Chronicler deputy: Greteke inn LIttle.

Marshal: Griffin Garret (Gary Griffiin, see info under Baron)

Exchequer: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [Removed], Fairbanks 99701, [Removed], [Removed]. Deputy: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Arts & Sciences/Lists: Margery Garret (Mikki Griffin, see info under Baroness).

Constable: Seamus mac Eoghain (Brandon Overton), [Removed], Eielson AFB 99702, [Removed] (home), [Removed].

Chirurgeon/Chatelaine: Cera bec-fael inghean Corbbi (Tiana Hanson), [Removed]., Fairbanks 99712, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed].

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [Removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [Removed] hm, [Removed].

Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), [Removed], Fairbanks 99701, khevron@warpmail.net, [Removed] (home), [Removed] (cell).

Minister of Children: CatairÍona inghean Uí Dhomhnaill (Jessi Overton), [Removed], Eielson AFB 99702, [Removed] (home), [Removed].

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), [Removed], Fairbanks 99701, [Removed], [Removed] (cell).

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [Removed], Kotzebue 99752, [Removed] home, [Removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [Removed], Fairbanks 99701, [Removed], [Removed] hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Champion and Inspiration: Daithi' ui Conri' & Catherine (Zack and Catherine Sherman), [Removed], Fairbanks 99708, [Removed], [Removed]. 

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [Removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [Removed] hm. Deputy: Althea of Hrafenhoac (Althea Dooley), [Removed].

Anderson/Clear Incipient Group:

Seneschale: Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [Removed], Clear 99704, [Removed] before 9 pm, [Removed].

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale/Constable: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [Removed], Palmer 99645, [Removed]  before 9 pm, [Removed].

Stellanordica Herald: Isabel de la Hay (Corey Chivers), [Removed], Anchorage 99504, [Removed] cell, [Removed]. 

Marshal: Dietrich Jorgen von Marksburg (Vince Yoder), [Removed], Anchorage 99504, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [Removed]., Chugiak 99567, [Removed] home (before 10 pm), [Removed].

A&S Minister: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), [Removed]., Anchorage 99502, [Removed]  (cell), [Removed].

Exchequer: Caitriona inghean ui Chionaodha (Cathe Heroy), [Removed], Anchorage 99521, [Removed] home before 10 pm, [Removed].

Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [Removed], Sterling 99672, [Removed] cell, [Removed].

Chatelaine (interim): Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [Removed], Clear, AK 99704, [Removed], [Removed].

Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer[Removed], Anchorage 99504, [Removed] home (before 9 pm), [Removed].

Scribe: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [Removed], Fairbanks 99708, [Removed] cell (before 9 pm), [Removed]. Deputy: Bianca Rose Byrnes.

Web Minister: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), [Removed] , Fairbanks 99701, [Removed], [Removed] (cell).

Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [Removed], Anchorage 99504, [Removed] before 9 pm, [Removed]
Seneschal: Cyrus Aurelius (DJ Wilson), [Removed], Anchorage 99508, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed].

Arts & Sciences: Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [Removed]., Anchorage 99504, [Removed] before 9 pm.

Exchequer: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [Removed], Anchorage 99507, [Removed], [Removed].  

Peregrine Pursuivant/Water Bearers/Lists/Web Minister: Clare de Norwude (Claire Knudsen-Latta), [Removed]., Anchorage 99517, [Removed] cell, [Removed].

Marshal: Lilandra of Sheep Rock (Michelle Webb), [Removed]., Anchorage 99504, [Removed], [Removed].

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Edgar Branscum), [Removed], Anchorage, 99502, [Removed] (before 10 pm), [Removed].

Chronicler: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), [Removed]., Anchorage 99502, [Removed] (cell), [Removed].

Hospitaller (Chatelaine): Angus McLaren, [Removed]
Constable: Gavin Meadowbrook (Thomas Bates), [Removed]., Anchorage 99507, [Removed], [Removed].

Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [Removed], Anchorage 99504, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed].

Seneschal: Rolynnda of the Azurestone (Rolinda Standridge), [Removed], Wasilla 99654, [Removed]  noon-midnight, [Removed].

Herald: Aislynn Dennard of Dragon's Lair ([Removed], Wasilla 99687, [Removed] (cell), [Removed].

Marshal: Sean Ridlon, [Removed], Wasilla 99654, [Removed], [Removed]. Rapier Marshal: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [Removed]., Wasilla 99654, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed]. Archery Marshal: Stephen de la Bere (Steve Linkhart), [Removed], Willow 99688, [Removed]. [Removed] before 10p.

Exchequer/Gold Key: Elenore Corie Bengrek aka Nore the Knitter (Hannah Martin), [Removed]., Anchorage 99502, [Removed], [Removed].

Chronicler:  Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [Removed], Palmer 99645, [Removed] before 9 pm, [Removed].

Arts & Sciences: Rolynnda of the Azurestone (Terry Standridge), [Removed], Wasilla 99654, [Removed] before 10 pm, [Removed].

Chatelaine: Trava Ridlon, [Removed], Wasilla 99654, [Removed], [Removed].

Constable: Beorn se Bocaire (John Frey), [Removed], Wasilla 99654, [Removed], [Removed].com.

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale: Amber of the Fireweed (Amber Gardner), [Removed]., [Removed], [Removed].

Marshal/Herald/Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andréssm‡ri (Andrew Jackson), [Removed], Sterling 99672, [Removed], [Removed]. Deputy Marshal: Grisilus Hilarious Gladius (Gene Gardner), [Removed], [Removed].

Arts & Sciences: Adísa hrefna Úlfsdóttir (Debbie Jackson), [Removed], Sterling 99672, [Removed], [Removed].
Constable: Scrymgar (Jason Ross), [Removed], Nikiski 99635.

Chatelaine: Iulianna Ravenhair (Krystal Jones), [Removed], Kenai 99611, [Removed], [Removed].

Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [Removed], Juneau 99801, [Removed] home (before 9 pm), [Removed].

Exchequer - Margaret McCallum (Dani Glenn)

Marshal: Karl Helweg (Karl Marx), [Removed], Juneau 99801, [Removed] home (before 9 pm), [Removed].

Herald: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [Removed], Juneau 99803, [Removed] home (before 10 pm), [Removed].

Shire of Pavlok Gorod

Seneschale: Michael, [Removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It’s always nice when stuff comes out on DVD.  Especially when it’s stuff that’s only been shown on television once or twice, and for whatever reason (this time, it was a trip out of town) I have missed it.  But then they put it out on DVD, and I can play “catch up” for you.  In this specific case, the show we’re talking about was the fourth of four retellings of some of Shakespeare’s plays.  I’d known that they were going to be broadcast (good ol’ BBC America), but I was only able to see two of them when they were on because of the aforementioned trip.  (I sometimes really miss cable when I’m on the road!)  I don’t know if it’s true that “All good things come to those who wait”, but certainly, if you’re patient, sometimes some good things come to you.  In this case, the two-DVD set arrived in my mailbox.  So I was able to sit down, drop the DVD into the player, put my feet up, and this month, review for you, maybe not the very best of the four, but certainly not the worst, either, ShakespeaRetold: A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Starring Bill Patterson as Theo, Imelda Staunton as Polly, Lennie James as Oberon, Sharon Small as Titania, Dean Lennox Kelly as Puck, William Ash as James, Zoe Tapper as Hermia, Rupert Evans as Zander, Michelle Bonnard as Helena, Johnny Vegas as Bottom, Simon Day as Quince, and Ben Crompton as Snug, the basic story should be familiar to you from all of the other versions of A Midsummer Night’s Dream that have been made over the years (beginning in 1909!).  You have seen at least some of them, haven’t you?  If you haven’t, you really should.  It’s a great fantasy piece, an overlapping of real world lovers (James loves Hermia.  Hermia loves Zander.  Helena loves James.  Zander loves Hermia.  The course of true love in Shakespeare never runs as smoothly as it does in other stories) and the world of faery, with a quarrel between the king Oberon and queen Titania, magic love potions, mistaken identity, lovers’ quarrels, and a man turned, at least partially, into an ass.

Good points: The free-for-all in the restaurant.  Playing Love Potion No. 9 at an appropriate place.  Lennie James is a pleasure to watch as Oberon.

Bad points: It’s not, for the most part, Shakespeare’s words.  Bottom as a overweight security guard.  Puck as, basically, a homeless guy in a tree.  No “Pyramus and Thisbe”.  (This play-within-a-play is worth watching for its own merit.)  Bottom’s bad jokes.

Zero breasts.  Zero blood.  No dead bodies.  (I told you it was a Shakespeare comedy!)  Love potion fu.  Fisticuffs fu.  Bicycles roll.  Gratuitous “Strangers in the Night” music.  Gratuitous magic tricks.  Academy Award nominations to: Dean Lennox Kelly as Puck for his line to Oberon, “Every time you two meet, you frighten the pixies”; to Zoe Tapper as Hermia for her line to Zander, “You have got some serious commitment issues”; and to Lennie James as Oberon for most of the best lines in the show, including (to Puck) “Get me some more love juice, or I will give you a midsummer night’s dream where the sun doesn’t shine”, (to Puck again) “Get this right, or I’ll have you turned into a novelty key ring”, and (to Theo this time) “You just go in there and you say the three magic phrases that all women love to hear: ‘I’m sorry’, ‘I love you’, and ‘You were right.’”  Johnny Vegas is okay as Bottom, but Kevin Kline played him much more sympathetically.  A mere 47 on the Vomit Meter.  Three stars.  Da’ud Bob says “Check it out!”
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