The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

Dec. 1 -- Yule

Dec. 1 -- Yule -- Selviergard

Dec. 8 -- Yule -- Eskalya

Dec. 16 -- Yule -- Hrafnsfjordr

Dec. 22 -- Yule -- Earngyld

Dec. 26 -- St. Stephan's Day Feast -- Pavlosk Gorod

Jan. 19-20 -- Midwinter Coronet -- Selviergard for Oertha

Feb. 2 -- Heart Revel -- Magda

March 15 -- "oriental" event -- Galyn, Yukiko & Gwyneth

April 19 -- Fool's Revel

May 31-June 1 -- Spring Captaincy

June 28 -- Pirate Games Day -- Hakim

Aug. 30-31 -- Harvest Captaincy

Sept. 27 -- Michaelmas Feast

Nov. 15 -- St. Boniface Event

Dec. 6 -- Yule

Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next one is scheduled for Dec. 11 upstairs in Wood Center at the University of Alaska. 

Baronial fighter practice continues on Sunday afternoons from 3-7 pm, and has been moved indoors to the University Park gym. All are invited to attend fighter practices and work on other projects and be social. The fighters appreciate our attendance. Baroness teas are scheduled concurrently on the first and third Sundays of the month. For tea, please come in garb, bring a project and an edible treat to share.

A&S evenings and Ivory Thimble needlework meetings have been suspended through the holidays, and will be rescheduled after the turn of the year. 

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschale (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location are local. 

**********************************************

From the Baroness:

If you missed the announcement on the elist, Her Excellency will not be checking her email for awhile, as her monitor died. If you need to reach her sooner, please call her at the numbers in The Regnum below. 

She wishes you a safe and warm winter season, and encourages you all to continue work on your Arts and Sciences. She has an ulterior motive, she admitted, as she would greatly appreciate examples of the talent of the barony for gifts to go to various people at both Eskalyan Yule and Midwinter Coronet.

Their Excellencies are looking forward to seeing you all at Yule next weekend.








            --as reported to the Chronicler
From the Prince and Princess:

It has been three wonderfully quiet months in Our Glorious Principality, His Highness and I have enjoyed the events We have attended and Our travels to Central Kingdom areas. 

However, We find Ourselves home now and have realized that We have not received any recommendations for awards.  And We are quite sure that there should be something in Our mailbox letting Us know of the deeds people are doing. 

So, please think about what you have witnessed and send Us your recommendations so that We may have the honor of letting members of Our populace know that they are in fact noticed and appreciated. 

In Service to Oertha, 

Dietrich and Bianca

From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, or prefer it to be snailmailed to you, please also let me know. 

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many memories.

Upcoming Events:

Yule

Dec. 1, Barony of Winter's Gate
Oh Hanukkah, oh Hanukkah's, let's light the menorah!

That's right. This year our Yule celebration will honor the ancient Festival of Lights. So put away the reds and greens and pull out your blues and whites. Bring your menorahs. Or candles and lanterns. And bring your inner child.

Activities include (but not limited to) a non-violent tournament for a peaceful yule - a Dredel Tournament; dancing; a dredel pinata; decorating the Hanukkah bush; feasting and general merry making. And of course, we will have our traditional, cutthroat, Chinese auction, gift exchange! (just remember, no candles, candle holders, or heavily scented items, or foods that need to be heated, like hot chocolate, as our students cannot use these items). 

Feast is potluck, so bring a dish to share, that feeds 8-10 people.  And no pork please!  There is no kitchen, but there is a fridge, a microwave oven, and plug-ins for crockpots, etc.

Contests: Table decorations - best table setting in themes of blue and white/silver and Hanukkah. Baked goods - Challah Bread, with recipe (period, extra credit, authentic/Kosher,  equal extra credit). Bardic - best rendition of the Hanukkah story. It does not have to be performed - it can be submitted written.

Site is the North Star Council On Aging, 1424 Moore Street. Site is open from noon to 10 pm. Event fees: $7 for members, $10 for non-members, $4 for children 12-17, under 12 free. For a family rate, please contact the event steward.  Please note - this site is dry. Directions: take Airport Road to Wilbur, turn away from the Carlson Center, take the first right (MacCallum) and go down a couple blocks until the road comes to a T, turn left (Moore) and then turn into the building on the right. Entrance in the back of the building. If you get to the Pioneer Home, you've gone to far on Moore (G).

Event Stewards: Mirriam bat Alexander (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], [removed], [removed], and Althea Hraefnhaec, [removed], [removed].

Yule

Dec. 1, Barony of Selviergard

The Barony of Selviergard invites the Knowne World to celebrate the joyous season of Yule with us.  There will be much feasting and fun, including the annual Rock, Paper, Scissors contest, which will decide the Lord and Lady of Misrule!  

There will be a heavy combat and a rapier tournament to appoint two Holly Lords/Ladies who will have the privilege, along with their consorts, of attending Feast at the Table of Misrule, which will sit as a second High Table.

A special A&S contest will be held: pantomimes, three-to-five-minute plays.  The subjects will be moral or folk stories popular in period.  Documentation is welcome but is not necessary.  The most well acted pantomime and the one with the best props/costumes will receive prizes sponsored by the Autocrat. "Medieval Folklore: A Guide to Myths, Legends, Tales, Beliefs, and Customs" by Carl Lindahl, John McNamara, and John Lindow is a good research book for this contest (the Autocrat has a copy if you would like to peruse it at any prior business meeting or event).

Feast will be held at 4 pm.  It will be potluck, with meats and breads provided.  Please bring a dish that will serve 8-10 people according to your birth month: January-April side dish, May-August veggies, and September-December desserts.  We will only have the kitchen for a limited time prior to Feast, so if your dish needs to be kept warm, please bring a crockpot or some other type of warmer that we will be able to plug in elsewhere.

After Feast the populace will decorate a pine tree with paper ornaments and strands of dried fruit.  The decorations will be made throughout the day by children and adults alike.  Then there will be a white elephant gift exchange.  Each adult who wishes to participate should bring one wrapped gift, not to exceed $20 in worth.  Children under the age of fifteen will receive small gift bags on behalf of the Barony.

Site is open from 9 am to 10 pm. Event fee is members $10, children $7, under 3 free, Family cap $25, $3 NMS. Make checks payable to SCA Inc. Selviergard.

Directions: BSA Camp Gorsuch, [removed], Chugiak, AK, 23 miles north of Anchorage, 18 miles south of Palmer, take Mirror Lake exit, left on Old Glenn to Camp Gorsuch road, follow road back to Lodge. Site is dry.

Autocrat: Lady Merewen of Cottesmore (Misti Reisz), [removed], [removed], Eagle River, AK 99577, [removed] (between 5-10 pm).

Yule

Dec. 8, Barony of Eskalya

Please join the Baron and Baroness of Eskalya in welcoming the New Year at our Yule celebration. The site will open at 11 am with opening court held promptly at noon. 

A full feast will be presented, scheduled for 4 pm, including drink. By the time you read this, it will be too late to register for the feast as the Nov. 25 deadline will have passed, but all are welcome to the rest of the event. No feast gear will be necessary; the populace need only bring a drinking vessel and eating utensils. Please do not bring 'extra' feast gear as space will be tight. Please, also do not bring table decorations as they will already be decorated.

The Baroness will be choosing her Champion by right of combat. All entrants to the List MUST have a herald to present them. Please contact Lady Isabel de la Hay at Chiversii@yahoo. com to enter the List. If you do not have a presenting herald, one can be found for  you. Last minute entrants will not be turned away, but advance notice would be preferred.

Barons' Whim: any item in leather, antler, or bone. The entry must include documentation as to time in period, the method of construction, and use that it would have.

Baroness' Whim: clothing competition in which the entrant must use a painting, woodcarving, illumination or other art source from the Medieval and Renaissance periods to create the outfit that is worn in the illustration. A paper must accompany the clothing detailing the construction and methods used to create the item. The picture that  the outfit is recreating must also be included in the paper.

Decorated Spoon: The entrant with the most decorated, yet still functional spoon will win this competition. Entries will be judged based on aesthetics, amount of decoration used and functionality. The spoons will be judged during feast as the entrants use them; no documentation is required.

There will also be a chinese gift auction. If you wish to participate, please bring one wrapped item of no more than $10 in value.

Yule feast menu is as follows -- First Remove: mixed olives, roasted garlic, marbled jack cheese, cheddar cheese, mozzarella cheese, bread, flavored butters; Second Remove: savory stew served in bread bowls; Third Remove: herbed roast, buttered carrots, mushroom pasty, roasted garlic potatoes, herbed chicken, pork stuffed apples; Fourth Remove: gingerbread cookies, bread pudding, hippocras. Drinks: ginger ale, root beer. Space is limited so you must RSVP the autocrat and prepay for feast no later than November 25. No feast gear will be necessary; the populace need only bring a drinking vessel and eating utensils.

Place: Campbell Creek Science Center, 6881 Abbott Loop Road, Anchorage Alaska 99507. Event Fee : $8 ($3 non member surcharge). Feast : $7. Autocrat : Elizabeth deGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], [removed], Anchorage Alaska 99502, [removed] (hm), [removed] (cell).

Hark! The Heralds Praise!

Silver Tongued Herald Competition: Now is the time to let all know the honor and accomplishments of your fighter! (or what they would have been had your fighter actually done them) We have all seen 'A  Knight's Tale `where Ulrich's Herald is introducing him with flowery praise; this is what I would like from you. If you participate you DO NOT have to be or become a herald! This is to show your skill, have fun and bring honor to a fighter.

ALL fighters competing to become the Baroness of Eskalya's heavy champion MUST have a herald to introduce them.  If you do not have a herald, one can be found for you.

You will need a fighter. You will need two introductions: (1) for the first fight the fighter is in to introduce him/her and (2) for the fighter if he or she should be in finals.

In the first round: Here cite fighter's lineage if any: SCA lineage can be pretend (like in more Knight's Tale) or it could be "actual SCA lineage" like who my knight was or is and so forth. Cite any miscellaneous information and/or honors. Honor their consort if they have one, make known special accomplishments, state why they have entered the lists today, etc. You can involve the blazon.

In the final round: This round should have a grand introduction that inspires both the fighter and the populace to root for that fighter. Impress us with his/her skill on and off the field. Remind us why we love this fighter and why they deserve to be named the Baroness Champion.

The best introduction will win. Please remember, to participate in this you DO NOT have to be a herald. If you want to write but do not want to perform... find a voice among your peers! And for examples and help PLEASE email Isabel de la Hay at [removed]and let her know whom you are heralding or who is heralding you.  If you do not have a herald or a fighter, please contact her and request one.

Midwinter Coronet

Jan. 19-20, Barony of Selviergard for Oertha

Greetings unto the populace of Oertha!

Prince Dietrich and Princess Bianca invite you to journey to the River of the Eagles where there shall be a Grand Tournament to determine Their rightful Heirs. They invite all eligible combatants to present themselves and their consorts on the field of honor to do battle for the right to claim the coronets of Oertha.  His Highness has chosen the Virtues as the theme for Winter Coronet. The chosen site has much room for pageantry both large and small. Bring your banners and display of arms!

The Prince's whim is Heraldic Tabards and/or Dress.

The Princess' Whim will be "Bianca" White Desserts. Desserts can be embellished with other items but the main part of the dessert needs to be "Pale" in color. e.g. custards, cheesecakes, flan, etc. Autocrats' whim will be table decorating ˆ best candle-scape (unscented candles only!).

Soup and breads will be served for lunch Saturday. Feast on Saturday will feature the culinary prowess of Baroness Katya. Saturday and Sunday breakfast will feature fresh baked muffins, fruits and hardboiled eggs. Sunday's lunch shall be a gleaning board. Hot beverages will be available at all times.

 The head of the decorating committee would like to ask anyone planning on bringing banners to let her know ahead of time so that she can incorporate them into the overall scheme of things. Sizes (so-many-feet X so-many-feet) would also be appreciated. She is also looking for 'tall' people to help decorate. Please contact Merewen at merewenc@yahoo.com.

Site will open 8 am Saturday and will close Sunday 8 pm. NO outside alcohol is allowed. Event fee: Adult onboard $25, (includes lunches and breakfasts) off board $15. Child onboard $15, (includes lunches and breakfasts) off board $10, Family cap -- onboard only $70 (no price break for off board) Children under 6 free, NMS $3. Send RSVP to Heleyne de Aveberia at helenavebury@yahoo.com. Please indicate number attending and whether onboard or off.

Directions: Eagle River Lions' Club at Mile 2 Eagle River Road in Eagle River, Alaska. From Anchorage travel North on the New Glenn to the South Eagle River exit, turn right onto Artillery; turn right again at the light onto Eagle River Road. The Lions Club is located next to the ballfields. From Palmer/Wasilla and all points north, travel South to the South Eagle River exit, etc.

Autocrat: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith) [removed], Palmer, AK 99645, phone: (907) [removed], [removed]. 

Event reports and thanks: 

Harvest Captaincy

Captaincy was cozier and smaller than in past years, but the weather cooperated and everyone had a good time.

Rutger van Dieveren defeated the field and he and Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova were installed as new Captain of the Militia and Heart of Winter's Gate.

Also at Court, Althea of Hraefnheac was appointed to the Retinue, to fill the void left by Angus McFarland, who resigned due to his expedition to the Far West. Other awards included a Silver Swan to Angus McFarland, Baroness' Recognitions to Adelaide Webster, Althea of Hraefnheac, Angus McFarland, Christina, Clare Elena de Montfort, Dathi' Conri', Genevieve Beauvais, Greteke det Lillie, Hakim al-Basim ibn Rashid, Lilandra of Sheep Rock, Rutger van Dieveren, Seamus McOwen and Suzuki Ryujiro Nobuuji, and an Order of the Estoille to Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Various competitions were held and the following took honors: Baron's Whim (gluten free dishes) -- a tie between Lori and Morgana; Baroness' Whim (leaves in any mode) -- Angus, Lori & Christina; Heart's Whim (period table setting with a harvest theme) -- Angus' table; Autocrat's Whim (food of the harvest) -- Magdalena. If any were left out, please let the chronicler know, so it can be recorded, as notes were not taken.

Michaelmass Feast

I would like to thank everyone for making this Michaelmas a good event.  The food was excellent, the people were a pleasure to see, and it truly looked as if everyone was having a good time.  

I would especially like to thank those brave crew who created many of the dishes provided and spent a great deal of the day in the kitchen…Mistress Magda, Lady Althea, Lady Veronica, and Ellisif. Thanks also go to Lady Adelaide who had graciously let us use her home as we planned the menu and even tried out recipes.  Thanks go to Lady Gwyneth for teaching the A&S class on Temari balls (I think I actually have a clue now, even if I am not very good at it :P). Thank you, Lord Rutger, for sitting constab for a large portion of the event, and for Lord Hakim who handled it the rest of the day. I would also like to thank everyone who brought meal contributions…as always we managed to not have anyone leave hungry and still have lots of leftovers for people to share. I would very much like to thank the newcomers for braving the new experience and coming to share feast with us.  Hopefully we will see you again soon!

Last but not least at all….I would very much like to thank all of those souls who helped to clean up the site after the event.  A very BIG thank you goes to Lord Daithi’ for taking on the task of scrubbing the grill and to Lady Lilandra, Becky, and Tiana for also helping to clean the kitchen and downstairs and helping with the dishes.  Thank you to all who cleaned up after themselves upstairs, and to Lord Rutger, Lord Daithi’, Matthew, and James who were instrumental in getting furniture moved, the antlers re-hung, and the floors vacuumed.  

If I have forgotten anyone in this list, please forgive me. I did have to leave for a chunk of the event (unavoidable) and so I may not have seen things that needed to be recognized.  Besides, I may be a Mom with eyes in the back of my head (Ha!), but I still cannot be everywhere.  Just please know that without everyone’s help and participation, these events would not be worth having.  It takes all of you to make them fun!









--Lady Margery Garret, Autocrat

Feast of Long Nights

The theme of the feast was Honey.

We had an excellent turn-out.  Twelve people signed in at the manor entrance.  Several regulars couldn't make it, and there were several new folk. Baron Griffin traveled from Central Winter's Gate to inspect the hinterlands and defenses of the Barony and we were happy to host His Excellency.

Feast was potluck and was excellent. There was honeyed ham, stuffed chickens, yams, apples, baked apples, fruited bread, shortbread, scones, stew and Dutch savory cheesecake. Not to mention the wine and mead that was tested- and since there were none leftover weren't found wanting...

A good time was had by all. New friends were made. Games, period or not were played until late hours. Thus ends the report on the Tenth Annual Feast event in the canton of Ynys Taltraeth, held Nov. 10.

Have a great Holiday!

In Service,  Khevron, event host and seneschal

Miscellaneous

Request for Officers

It has come to the attention of Their Excellencies that it is time to examine the officer status in the barony. Some positions are held by people who will soon have infants added to their lives. Others have held their position(s) for quite some time. So the call is going out for anyone interested in participating more in the barony's structure to step up and take an office, or become a deputy for an office, to test the waters, or be trained to step up in six months to a year. Specifically needed are seneschal, chirurgeon and minister of minors. Deputies would be great for arts & sciences, herald and marshal.

Most offices really don't take much time from month to month. They are encouraged to attend the monthly business meeting, or at least file a report with the seneschale. Activity can peak occasionally, and then subside. Experienced mentors are available for training and advice. So if you think you'd like to give it a try, take a look at the list of offices, talk to the current officer to see what is involved, and volunteer. And if what you're interested in is already filled, feel free to express an interest in them too. Many officers would welcome a chance to step back for awhile, or shuffle sideways to another position.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Hauoc and Ginevra, [removed].

Crown Prince and Princess: Gemini and Mari

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Dietrich and Bianca, [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery).

Seneschale: Adelaide Webster  (Deanna Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]hm, [removed]. Deputy: Hakim al-Bashim ibn Rashid.

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Rutger van Dieveren and Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova (see info under exchequer & marshal).

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]home, [removed]work, [removed].

Marshal/Gold Key: Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova  (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed].  

Rapier Marshal: Griffin Garret (Gary Griffiin, see info under Baron)

Exchequer: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed].net. Deputy: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Arts & Sciences Minister: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), Box 83013, Fairbanks 99708, [removed]hm, [removed]cell, [removed].

Constable: Hakim al-Basim Ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed].

Chatelaine: Daithi' Conri' (Zack Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Greteke det Lillie (Grete Mjolsnes-Karrick).

Chirurgeon: open

Lists Minister: Margary Garrett (see baroness above).

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed] hm, [removed].

Minister of Children: Margary Garrett (see baroness above). Deputy: CatairÍona inghean Uí Dhomhnaill (Jessi Overton)

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, Box 891, Kotzebue 99752, [removed]home, [removed].

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed]home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed], [removed]hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed] hm.

Anderson/Clear Incipient Group:

Seneschale: Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [removed], Clear 99704, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed].

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), [removed]., Anchorage 99502, [removed] hm, [removed]cell (both before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Breock of Whitby.

Stellanordica Herald: Isabel de la Hay (Corey Chivers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]cell, [removed].

Marshal: Magdalena Georg-eva Oshitkanova (Ozzie Oszustowki), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567, [removed]home (before 10 pm), [removed].

A&S Minister: Althea of Hraefnhaec (Althea Dooley), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed]cell, [removed]com.

Exchequer: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), 2301 N. Beanie St., Wasilla 99654, [removed]cell, b3nelsons@gci.net.

Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed]cell, [removed].

Constable: Gunnar Olfuss (Ben Stevens), [removed]., Soldotna 99669, [removed]cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chatelaine: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed]cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Scribe: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]cell (before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Bianca Rose Byrnes.

Web Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darlene Cullor), 2921 Brookridge Circle, Anchorage 99504, 632-1789 cell (before 10 pm), ldybianca@acsalaska.net.

Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), 3[removed]., Anchorage 99504, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed]
Arts & Sciences Minister: Elspeth Bouchanane (Jacki Frederick), [removed].net. 

Peregrine Pursuivant/Chronicler: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]Drive, Chugiak 99567, [removed]home (before 10 pm), [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Edgar Branscum), [removed], Anchorage, 99502, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Exchequer/Gold Key: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [removed].  

Hospitaller (Chatelaine): Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed]before 9 pm, [removed]. 

Chirurgeon/Deputy Constable: Ciara Bridgit Der Alcan (Jennifer Jacques), [removed], Anchorage, 99508, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Water Bearers Guild: Lilandra of Sheeprock (Michelle Webb), [removed].

Pavlovsk Gavan:

Seneschale: Tamitsa Katerina Evstokh’eva (Tamie Fogle), [removed], Kodiak, 99615, [removed] hm, [removed].

Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Seneschale: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed].

Marshal: Soren j'Alborgh (Leon Ayers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed], [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, 357

Herald/Chronicler: Thomas Two-Bears (Travis Abe-Thomas), [removed], thomassorngrym@yahoo.com.

Exchequer/Chatelaine: Merewen of Cottesmore (Misti Reisz), [removed], Eagle River 99577, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Ruaidhri.

Constable: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Web Minister: Wolfgar, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale: Amber of the Fireweed (Amber Gardner), [removed]., [removed], gardner_honey@hotmail.com.

Marshal/Herald/Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andréssm‡ri (Andrew Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed]. Deputy Marshal: Grisilus Hilarious Gladius (Gene Gardner), [removed], [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Adísa hrefna Úlfsdóttir (Debbie Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed].net.
Constable: Scrymgar (Jason Ross), [removed], Nikiski 99635.

Chatelaine: Iulianna Ravenhair (Krystal Jones), [removed], Kenai 99611, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed]home (before 9 pm), [removed].com.

Exchequer - Margaret McCallum (Dani Glenn)

Marshal: Karl Helweg (Karl Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed]home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Herald: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [removed], Juneau 99803, [removed]home (before 10 pm), [removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

The year is 1585. No, wait! The year is actually 2007. The movie starts in about 1585. “Only England stands against [Phillip of Spain].” Really? Try telling that to the Dutch, who had already spent some time fighting Phillip, and were facing an invading Spanish army. Phooey.  The movie’s only just started, and already they’re screwing up the history. Well, it was only what I had expected. I mean, these are the same folks who brought us Elizabeth, which had so many departures from history that it might also be considered a fantasy movie rather than an historical drama. And they were doing it again! This one, billed as a sequel to the earlier movie, looked from the previews to be even less based in reality than before. So it was that with some trepidation that I set off to the local Hyper-Giga-Multiplex, movie review form in hand, for you, my faithful readers, because the Da’ud Bob motto is: “We watch ‘em so you don’t have to.” And thus it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews the latest release of historical fiction, Elizabeth: The Golden Age.

Starring Cate Blanchett reprising her role as Queen Elizabeth, Geoffrey Rush once again as Sir Francis Walsingham, Samantha Morton as Mary Queen of Scots, Clive Owen as Sir Walter Raleigh, Jordi Mollà as King Phillip II of Spain, Abbie Cornish as Elizabeth Throckmorton, Eddie Redmayne as Thomas Babington, William Houston as Don Guerau de Spes, Kelly Hunter as Ursula Walsingham, and Rhys Ifans as Robert Reston, it has been suggested, since director Shekhar Kapur seems to have envisioned a trilogy of movies about Elizabeth (à la George Lucas’ Star Wars), that this one should have been titled Elizabeth: The High School Years. Good Queen Bess seems to be far more emotional about the marriage without Royal permission of one of her ladies in waiting to adventurer Walter Raleigh than she does about the imminent invasion of England by way of the Spanish Armada. The whole film is beautifully photographed, but it is far more about some fictional character than the actual Queen of England.

Good points: The stonemason’s tools. Elizabeth’s portable canopy. The soundtrack. The collars. Raleigh’s horse. Quill pens, not feathers serving as pens. The large floor map with the arms of England on it. The beacons. Elizabeth’s white horse.

Bad points: Too many to list adequately. A sampling would include: The history, or rather, lack thereof. The placement of some events out of chronological order. Some of Elizabeth’s sleeves. The CGI Armada. Elizabeth bare-headed at Tilbury. Horses on the main decks of the Armada ships. The dance la Volta was sufficiently scandalous in period when done properly; in the movie, the placement of the man’s hand is positively R rated. The English naval response to the Spanish Armada was not led by Walter Raleigh. Nor was the Armada defeated either by the storm or the fireships. (Indeed, the most decisive blow against the Armada was delivered by something no one at the time knew anything about – the Gulf Stream. Sailing back toward Spain to the west of Ireland, the Armada’s ships thought they were much further west than they actually were, causing a considerable loss of ships and lives on the rocky coast of Ireland.)

Zero breasts. Three gallons of blood. Four dead bodies. Knife fu. Pistol fu. Axe fu. Cannon fu. Fire fu. Fireship fu. Waves roll. Ships roll. Gratuitous tongue-cutting. Gratuitous potatoes. Gratuitous torture. Gratuitous zebra. Gratuitous slo-mo execution. Gratuitous astrologer/fortune teller. Gratuitous lightning. Academy Award nomination to Cate Blanchett as Elizabeth Tudor for “Did we discovery the New World, Mr. Raleigh, or does the New World discovery us?” Razzberry Award to Justin Pollard, credited as the movie’s “Historical Researcher”. An 87 on the Vomit Meter. Two Stars. Da’ud Bob says “Check it out!”
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