The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

June 5-6 -- Armoring/Fighting Workshop & Collegium (Margery)
June 5-6 -- Three Barons Faire demo / Eskalya

June 11-13 -- See the Sea / Pavlok Gorod

June 12-13 -- Three Barons Faire demo / Eskalya

June 18-21 -- June Crown / West

June 19 -- Newcomers / Earngyld

June 25-27 -- Baroness' Champion-Newcomers / Eskalya

July 16-18 -- Midsummer Coronet (Iosa & cohorts) / Oertha

July 30-August 15 -- Pennsic / Aethelmearc

August 7 & 14 -- Tanana Valley Fair demos

August (late) -- Sir Sagan fighting workshop (tentative)

August 27-28 -- Purgatorio Investiture / West

September 4 -- Harvest Captaincy (Johana/Genevieve)

**********************************************

From the Chronicler:

This is an abbreviated version of The Gatekeeper, so that you may receive the latest news about the Collegium and Armoring/Fighting workshop this weekend. Your regularly-scheduled lengthy version will return before coronet.                                                   --Morgana

Fighting Workshop & Collegium

June 4-6, Barony of Winter's Gate

Greetings One and All!

You are hereby invited to an A&S Collegium weekend. Sir Geoffrey Scott and Countess Etain du Pommier, OL, will be visiting from Central Kingdom to share their knowledge and skills with us.

The schedule is as follows (and fully subject to change if needed): 

Friday, June 4 -- The site will open at 4:30 pm so that the armoring can get a good start. This evening is not in garb as it is an informal evening to get to know everyone, schmooze, start armoring, and allow travelers to arrive. At 6 pm there will be a spaghetti dinner, provided by baronial members. Countess Etain will be leading a roundtable discussion on the Virtues during dinner time.

Saturday, June 5 -- Site will open at 10 am and garb is requested. Armorers should bring clothes that can handle being dirty and possibly a bit torn up. Lunch of soups and bread will be available from 1-2 pm. Potluck dinner is scheduled for 6 pm. Please bring a dish to share.

Sunday, June 6 -- Site will open at noon. All leftovers will be available for munching throughout the day. Classes will end no later than 5 pm, with the site closing at 6 pm.

The site is a private home, owned by Lord Daithi. It is a non-smoking home, and the resident dog will be residing elsewhere for the weekend. Please bring your own chairs (as well as personal snacks and drinks). The site is wet, but moderate consumption is requested.
Directions: from town [removed].Carpooling is advised.

The workshop is open to everyone. For more information or help with housing if needed, please contact the autocrat, Baroness Margery at [removed]or motherchaos@gci.net.

There is no event fee, but donations will be greatly appreciated.

Class schedule is TBA, but the potential topics are listed below. Teachers and students will craft the schedule on Friday evening.
Sir Geoffrey Topics

(1) Patterning a spagenhelm -- if tools & metal are available, I can demonstrate the steps required to shape & assemble the helm as well; 

(2) How to make a thrusting tip cutter from a piece of conduit; 

(3) Sword construction, including how to mount a thrusting tip so that it does not tear off during combat; 

(4) Shield construction -- my shields have evolved over the years as I have learned what does & doesn't work well; 

(5) General armouring ideas on how to make a kit on the cheap, how to improve the look of a kit, period vs. non-period components, etc.; 

(6) Fighting drills & techniques, maybe a session on broadsword & buckler if bucklers are available; 

(7) Q&A sessions for armouring, fighting, etc.
Countess Etain Topics
(1) Clothing Stitchwork -- learn the basic construction and finishing stitches and what each is appropriate for. We'll also cover pleating (how to do it, which types of pleats can be documented, which ones are inferred). Hopefully, each student will leave with at least one new technique or application. Students will need to bring needles, thread and at least one yard of muslin or linen. 

(2) Choosing fabric and trim -- what to look for and where to get it. Includes information on weaves, pattern identification and how to figure out what your fabric is made of. 

(3) Six Easy Ways to Look More Period -- this class is mostly about clothing and accessories that  you can carry with you, including a long discussion period. 

(4) Research skills -- how do you find information on a given topic, how do you know if a site is good, what's a bibliography for, anyhow, and do you really have to reinvent the wheel? 

Countess Etain will also be bringing a 16th century German overview and examples of 16th century clothing for several decades and locations. Mistress Ascelinn has graciously offered to put together a 16th century silhouette timeline for Venetian and Florentine clothing, which Countess Etain will also bring with her.

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Alfar and Ketiley, [removed].

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Kennric (Ken Edmonds III), [removed], Ft. Greely 99731, [removed], [removed], and Rolynnda (Rolinda Standridge), [removed], Wasilla, AK 99654, [removed] (noon-midnight), [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness/A&S/Lists: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery). A&S deputy: Ellisif a Reikiavik.

Seneschal. Rapier Marshal: Ellisif a Reikiavik (Kaari Parrish), kparrish@mosquitonet.com .

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Cynehilde and Hakim.

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]home, [removed]. Chronicler deputy: Greteke inn Little.

Marshal: Magdalina Georg'eva Oshitkova Ochakovicha (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed]before 10 pm, syrena@acsalaska.net. 

Exchequer: Iriniia Myshkinova (Althea Dooley), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed].

Constable: Halbiorn Erlaender (Dan Parrish), [removed], North Pole 99705, [removed] (not before 9 am), parrish@mosquitonet.com.

Chirurgeon/Chatelaine: Cera bec-fael inghean Corbbi (Tiana Hanson), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), Box [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]hm, [removed].

Gold Key: Merewyn of Ynys Taltraeith (Lareena Goertz), [removed], [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed] (home), [removed] (cell).

Minister of Children: Hrefna Amundsdottir (Rebecca Parrish), [removed].

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Marshal/Gold Key/Webminister: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed] (cell).

Exchequer: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed]home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed]hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Champion and Inspiration: Kemper O'Breoniann (Alys Johns-Robinson, [removed], [removed]) and Braun Sparrowhawk (Boyd Robinson, [removed]), Box [removed], North Pole 99705.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

Ah, you gotta love my friends! That is to say, you have to love them; I don’t necessarily have to. I often do; but I don’t have to. Especially when, as for this month’s review, they run across, find, discover, see, or – as here – have gifted to them some, umm, what’s the right word?, uh, “remarkable,” yeah, that’s it, “remarkable,” movie that they think I should watch and “remark” upon for you, my faithful and long-suffering readers. So, anyway, Robbie Jay had been given to add to his nearly-complete collection of Musketeer movies a new one that someone had seen and just knew that he needed, and, being the kind of magnanimous friend of mine that he is, he offered to lend it to me to watch and review. So on a recent Saturday, when I was out and about, I dropped by his place and we talked for a while about this, that, and the other thing, and I left with a DVD case. And as soon as the time offered itself, I popped it into the DVD player, kicked back in the big La-Z-Bubba recliner, put my feet up, and pushed “Play.” And so it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews for you Barbie and the Three Musketeers.

An animated film, this movie features the voices of Kelly Sheridan as Barbie in the role of Corinne (the daughter of d’Artagnan), Tim Curry as the villainous Philippe (so this makes two Musketeers movies that he’s been in now), Kira Tozer as Viveca, Willow Johnson as Aramina, Dorla Bell as Renée, Nocole Oliver as Corinne’s mother, Merrilyn Gann as Madame de Bossé, Mark Hildreth as Prince Louis, Bernard Cuffling as Monseiur Treville, and Amelia Henderson as the cat, Miette. The plot has nothing at all to do with the classic The Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas. Here, Corinne, the daughter of d’Artagnan (who never appears, and so we are left to assume that he is dead) wants to go to Paris to become the first woman Musketeer, accompanied by her father’s horse and her kitten, Miette. After reaching Paris and being turned away by M. Treville, the captain of the Musketeers, she chases after a dog chasing her kitten, crashing into and messing up three different ladies, she finds herself at the palace, where she shortly obtains a position as a maid, working alongside of, naturally, the three ladies she discomfited on her way there. And it turns out that all four of them have the same dream – to become a Musketeer. Eventually (and I’m leaving a lot of stuff here, like the hot air balloon, their training, and the secret tunnels under the castle), they break up a plot by Philippe, the Regent, to kill Prince Louis and take the throne for himself, and at the end, of course, the grateful Louis makes the Musketeers.

Good points: The line: “Don’t mess with the dress.” The backgrounds are very well drawn.

Bad points: It’s the animation itself that seems to have suffered. The talking pig. And Horse. And kitten. And dog. Paris looks nothing like Paris at any time in history. Where did that castle come from? Quoting Shakespeare. A Florentine fleur-de-lys (what heralds call a fleur-de-lis florency, the best-known historical instance of which is in the coat of arms of Florence, Italy) on the Musketeer tabards. Lots of 20th Century Americanisms, e.g., “Musketeers rock!”

Zero breasts. Zero blood. Zero dead bodies. (Heck, with all the swordplay, nobody even gets stabbed.) Stick fu. Rapier fu. Dagger fu. Ribbon whip fu. Fan fu. Wooden sword fu. Horseshow fu. Ju-jitsu fu. Kitten rolls. Barrels roll. Gratuitous kitten in Musketeer hat. Gratuitous acrobatics. Gratuitous slo-mo acrobatics. Gratuitous hot air balloon. Gratuitous horseshoe. Gratuitous songs. One commenter noted that “preschoolers will definitely love it.” I am clearly not their target market. An 87 on the Vomit Meter. One star. Da’ud Bob says, “Don’t mess with the dress. Check it out.”

_____________________________________________________
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