The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

August 27-28 -- Purgatorio Investiture / West

September 4-5 -- Harvest Captaincy (Johana/Genevieve)

October 1-3 -- October Crown / West

October 7-11 -- Great Western War / Caid

October 16 -- Michaelmas (Margery)  note change of date!!!
October 30 -- Samhein Masked Ball / Eskalya
November 13-14 -- St. Boniface Collegium (Adelaide/Halbiorn)

December 18 --  Yule (Rutger)

January 8 -- Twelfth Night / West

January 15-16 -- Midwinter Coronet / Oertha (Earngyld)

February 25 -- Heart's Revel (Althea)

March -- St. Boniface Newcomers' Faire (tentative)

April 16 -- Baronial Changeover / Investiture (tentative)
Business meetings

Baronial business meetings have been moved to the third Sunday of the month, to be started promptly at 1 pm, before fighter practice. As with fighter practices, everyone is invited: this is where much of the future events for the barony are planned, and your feedback is most welcomed.

Fighter practice is 1-4 pm Sundays at Growden Park, but with the weather now getting colder, the location may change. Keep an eye on the elist for further details, or call the seneschale (see officer listing below). As before, other activities also take place at that time, in the same location: 1st Sunday, bardic practice; 2nd Sunday, Ivory Thimble needlework guild; 3rd Sunday, business meeting, A&S activities/classes; 4th Sunday, Arachne's Web lacemaking guild meeting. Or just come and be social.  

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list. The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location and in bold are local. 

**********************************************

From the Prince:

I wanted to thank you one and all for a great coronet! The friendliness of everyone and the hospitality that was free-flowing was much appreciated and did not go unnoticed. To everyone who opened their homes for travelers, I thank you! To everyone who helped create the feast, to serve, and continuously make the meals a wonderful experience, thank you! 

The populace, one and all, are what makes our times special and our events wonderful memories to cherish. There will always be a hitch in our plans during events, that is just the way of the world. Smile on and look forward to our bright and shining future as the Oerthans that we are! 
I look forward to seeing everyone again throughout this reign. Also...I want the populace to know that I have an open door policy. If you have concerns, recommendations, questions about pretty much anything, please by all means contact me.

Thank you again, one and all, for a wonderful event, great time and hospitality shown to Their Majesties.

In Service to Oertha and the West,

Magnus Sigmarsson, Prince of Oertha
From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed. If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, please also let me know. 

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, local event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many details and memories.                          --Morgana

Upcoming Events:

Harvest Captaincy
September 4-5, Barony of Winter's Gate

Come join us in the Far North as we once again choose a mightly Captain of the Winter's Gate brave militia! Find out who will succeed our handsome and dashing Heart of Winter's Gate! Find out if the ladies will swoon with joy again! Following the tourney will be a flower tournament for both heavy and rapier.

There will be a potluck dinner in the evening. Baronial Head Cook Magda will be teaching a class on food, discussing what is and is not period food and spice. 

Competition abound. The Baron's Whim is for oddball weapons (not sword and shield) and the Baroness' Whim is for dishes featuring harvest fruits. The Autocrat's Whim is for decorated sword sheaths for swords of any type (and yes, this does include the baby's toy foam sword). A&S is embroidered leaf designs. The Fool's Whim contest for "Use of Imaginary Roadkill in a Dish That Better Have a Good Story With It" is still running, and she's providing a lovely prize!

About that dinner: this one is Indian-themed, and experimentation is encouraged. Magda and Ellisif both have books and oddball spices that will be available for nabbing, consulting and copying. If you missed either of them at the baronial business meeting or fighter practice, give them a call (see regnum). Some website to try for ideas are www.manjulaskitchen.com/recipes (vegetarian, with videos and lots of tasty pictures), yahrehyah.com (scroll about halfway down to get to the main listing) and www.videojug.com/tag/indian-recipes. As usual, the barony will be providing a meat dish and Ellisif promises homemade chapatis. Please bring a dish that will serve 8-10. With the usual card listing ingredients, please.

Site is the Moose Creek Pavilion at Pioneer Park (the one in the middle of the park by the little creek). Site opens at noon and will close at 9 pm (however, you can drive onto the site and unload before 11 am, and then park your car outside of the park). Event fee is $7 adult member ($12 for non-members), ages 6-12 years are $3 and children under 6 are free. Checks should be made out to "SCA Inc - Winter's Gate."

Directions: make your best way to Airport Road. Drive to Peger Road and turn in the same direction as the Pioneer Park sign (toward the river). The second driveway on the right, where the canoe rental business is located, is the parking lot. To reach the pavilion, follow the signs. From the main parking lot of Airport Road, meander toward the back of the park behind the round Civic Center/Centennial Arts building.

For more information, contact the autocrat's scribe, Ellisif (see regnum).

Hat Class

At our most recent Collegium, we learned many ways to present a more period persona, and one of these ways for both men and women to wear head coverings. There are many styles available from different cultures and time period. The Barony is proud to offer everyone a chance to create their own heading covering at Harvest Captaincy! 

What will be provided at the event: discussion about different hair coverings through history among various cultures, basic patterns to copy and make, white cotton muslin, black felt for Russian hats, some basic sewing materials to use. 

What you need to bring: yourself and your enthusiasm, materials for a hat if you have something specific in mind, two yards of polar fleece or wool if you want a lirpipe hat. 

Currently we have class information covering: norse head covering; Russian hats, coifs and cauls (several variations), chapperone, Middle Eastern head coverings for guys, pillbox hats, lirpipe, and veils, wimples and pie hats.

This class is being taught by multiple people, so there should be a head covering for every time frame covered. If there is a particular style you wish to share with others, please contact me so that we can ensure that scheduling covers everyone.

We will be offering future classes on peiod techniques to decorate your head covering -- the first will be blackwork on cauls at the September Ivory Thimble at fighter practice.

If you have any questions, please fee free to contact me at either 378-0831 or gmwdcare@yahoo.com.  Yours in Service, Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea

Late Breakin' Schedule

Warning! Things can and very probably will change a bit. But we're going to do our absolute best to make sure dinner is at 6 pm Saturday.

Saturday






Sunday

noon -- site opens and lists open


noon -- site opens followed by

12:30 -- opening court followed by Captaincy

fighter practice, schmoozing,


Tourney and Roses Tourney



work on head coverings,

3:00 -- head covering class




snacking on leftovers; at some

4:00 -- period food class




point a rapier class for new

6:00 -- potluck dinner





fighters (full gear not required &

8:00 -- baronial court, followed by bardic,


loaner swords & masks)


weather permitting (may be offsite)
Samhein Masked Ball
October 30, Eskalya

Gentle Greetings unto the Populace of Oertha,

Just sending a quick 'save the date,' if you will, for the Eskalyan Samhein Masked Ball and Tourney Event on Saturday, October 30th. Some of the contests: Death Mask in any mode (this should be fun!) and best demonstrated courtly graces (on or off the field). More information will be forthcoming. For more information contact the autocrats Annah Narie and Viresse de Lighthaven (Georgia and Kathy Judge), 338-6355, wingedcup3@yahoo.com.

Eskalyan Yule
December 11, Eskalya

Greetings Oertha!

Come join the Barony of Eskalya as we celebrate the turning of the Year. There will be fighting! There will be dancing! There will be Mistress Anne's cooking! The theme is the Field of Cloth of Gold, so break out your best garb and banners. More information coming soon!

Iron Dress Competition

Greetings Seamstresses and Tailors! Stashers of fabrics and sewers of all levels! Come enter the Inaugural Iron Dress competition! How it works: starting on the 11th of September, using those materials you have on hand plus an additional $30 worth of fabric, create the most fabulous outfit you can. Caveats: 1 -- Contestants are honor bound not to go buy a bunch of fabric between now and Sept. 11 so that they have a "better" stash on hand. 2 -- Shipping and sundries (thread, needles, structural buttons, hooks & eyes, etc.) do not need to come ot of your extra $30. 3 -- Structural underpinnings (corsets, farthingales, bumrolls, etc.) may be drawn from previously constructed items. A Yule, bring an accounting of time and money spent on your projet as well as the completed garment to be entered for a *fabulous* prize. Additional prizes will be given out for the best "under the wire" garment (constructed between Dec. 1 and 11) and the best use of scraps (piece of fabric less than one yard in size).

Cynehild and Alienor, Event Stewards

Midwinter Coronet
January 15-16, Oertha (Earngyld)
Greetings! The Shire of Earngyld is pleased to host the Oerthan Winter Coronet of AS XLV on Jan. 15-16, Gregorian 2011. The following should provide some basic information for initial planning. There will be further information as the details become available.

The site is the Juneau Arts and Humanities Council building downtown. The JAHC is a spacious building with high ceilings and thick wooden floors that will allow for the coronet tournament and roses tournaments to be held indoors. It is located downtown, within a couple blocks of a grocery store, a hardware store (for those last-minute armor emergencies), a pharmacy, and numerous restaurants, and across the street from the state museum.

The site will open Saturday morning and close Sunday afternoon, with the building locked overnght (midnight to 7 am) for any who wish to leave items at the site. There will be a gathering Friday evening, details to follow. 

Competitions and other activities are still in the works. Got an idea of something you'd like to sponsor or teach? Let me know!

Feast wil be available, as will other foods over the course of the weekend. 

The event fee will be $20 for adults, $10 for children and free for the smalls. Feast will be an additional $10.

There are a few housing options: we will be reserving a block of rooms at a local hotel, likely the Super 8 (which has shuttle service). The Extended Stay (which is an easy one-block walk from the airport) and Best Western are also good options. There is a pretty nice hostel that is open to aduts, and can accomodate 40+ people/night. They have requested that anyone who wishes to stay there please let me know by Dec. 31, and I will reserve us a group. It is within walking distance of the site. We will have limited crash space (approximately 12-15 spaces) available on a first-come, first-served basis. Please let me know if you have pet allergies that we need to avoid. (Even if you talked to me or Karl about crash space at Summer Coronet, please drop me an email so that you make it onto the formal list.)

There appears to be a discount code with Alaska Airlines in the works, more info to come. Alternatively, the PFD sale in October tends to have really good prices. And the Legislative Session begins Jan. 18, so you have an opportunity to combine the trip with seeing your state government in action, and take advantage of the special legislative air fare. (Driving down to Haines or Skagway to catch the ferry is NOT recommended that time of year since there can be heavy snows that close the roads.) As we f ind out about deals, we will pass along the information.

For more information please contact me, Elisa von Sophey, shusmarx@yahoo.com, 723-0993 (cell). Please call after 5 pm. We look forward to welcoming you to our beautiful lands to witness history in the making!

Ever in service, I remain, Viscountess Elisa

Event Report and Thanks:
Midsummer Coronet

Midsummer coronet has come and gone. Although the barony had hoped for beautiful warm weather complete with blue skies and gorgeous sunsets, we instead presented our visitors with memborable weather: downpours sweeping across the valley and hail (G). But the mood was cheery, and skies cooperated with the tourney. Victorious was Magnus, inspired by Esperanza, defeating Canute Migsikslandi in the finals.

Your chronicler begs pardon, but this is all she can remember at this time. There were more entered in the lists than we had seen in a long time. The winner of the Gryphon Cellarmasters competion was Margery Garrett for her excellent chokecherry liqueur. In general everyone had a good time, and war was declared on the weather at one point.

Thanks from the autocrat

Please bear with me as writing has never been my really strong suit. I want to take a few moments and truly thank all of the souls that made this past weekend a reality. First things first, the Autocrat TEAM. Without each group doing their part, nothing would have worked at all. Iosa was the main name as autocrat and deservedly so. I do great work organizing, getting copy written, potties ordered, competitions set up, schedule made and being the voice in court, but not so much when the time comes to actually hit the site and getting things set up, controlled and moving. Without Iosa, that would have been a mess. His quiet presence was invaluable with all the little hidden problems that invariably pop up during the event. 

Special thanks to him for getting the water fixed on Sunday, and for making sure that a large part of clean-up was dealt with while I got bodies to the airport. Griffin and Daithi, Thursday night during the rain and muck, were the ones who faced the huge job of getting the site mowed and prepped for people to move in. There is no way that the site would have been easily useable with the height of the grass and the condition it was in. The rain was bad enough, but the long grass would have made it insane. Daithi's willingness to organize the site as land manager and mkaing sure each camping area was large enough, and that each group could camp with whom they wished was a lifesaver. All these guys were wonderful and deserve huge kudos!

The food . . . there is a statement than an army moves on its stomach. The same can be said for a coronet. There isn't enough thanks in the world to give to our kitchen team. Ellisif, Kemper, Elena and Magda did all of the planning, prepping and pre-work that went into feeding everyone for the weekend. Considering that it was a first-time experience for most of the team, I believe they did an AMAZING job. 

In the nearly 20 years that I have participated in the SCA, I have attended many feast. I cannot point to a single one that didn't have something go wrong, big or small, during the cooking. If a few pieces of chicken didn't get quite done, tough. Get it replaced or have it heated in the microwave and call it good. I would muh rather have that than the couple of times where the meat came burned and totally inedible at previous feast I could name. I think that for the HUGE amount of food that was created, the sheer variety of foods made available, and the fact that the kitchen crew was 99% new cooks (and a large portion of those new cooks were newbies as well!) should be taken into account and very loud applause should be given.

There were bunches and bunches of people who came out of the woodwork and made bread, chopped veggies, made pie crust, and so on and so on. I would like to especially recongnize Ellisif, Kemper, Elena, Matthias and Suzuki for being the solid backbone of the kitchen throughout the weekend. I would also like to applaud the souls who volunteered for the icky but needed job of the dishes afterward, especially Geoffrey Scott and Thorgrim. The two 'shoemaker elves' Kemper and Braun, who came in early Sunday morning and washed all the leftover dishes from the night before should also receive loud kudos for that extra step.

There is no way I can try and list what each person did, so I am just going to list the names of all the people that I know lent ahand. This ranges from the people who brought and those who baked breads, those who shopped, chopped, cleaned, mowed, prepped, organized, sat constab, ran lists, served, cleaned, cook, kept kids reined in, kept the schedule moving, and all of the other things that need to be done to make a coronet work. 

I know that I will probably miss a few since I can't see everything, no matter how hard I try, but please do know that it is appreciated, often and fully! The ones I know for sure: Iosa, Ellisif, Kemper, Elena, Iriniia, Magda, Griffin, Daithi, Suzuki, Ariana, Rob, Tom the Ferret, Aine, Gwyneth, Matthias, Lilandra, Ales'ya, Greteke, Morgana, Thorgrim, Keiko, Yukiko, Hallbiorn, Erin Wrathchilde, Hans, Clay, Maighread, Tama, Caitlin, Abby, Hannah, Cera, Johana, Adisa, Khevron, Merewyn, Cymidia, Thomas Two Bears, Bjorn, Etain, Trava, Rutger, Edward, Rachael, Catriona, Genevieve, Nikki, Shirley, Paulette, Cynehild, Bjarni, Dietrich, Geoffrey Scott, Kennric, and HIs Majesty Alfar. Whew! The last thank you goes to all the people who braved the distance, the weather, and the effort, and came to visit us all the way in the far north. Without you, the event isn't worth doing. Thank you all.

Yours in Service, Margery Garrett

Co-autocrat / Secretary / Baroness of Winter's Gate

* * * *

And Kemper adds: Whilst we are on the subject of thank you's. Many people helped with dishes on Sunday to help Braun and I: Thom and his wife helped dry the dishes and put them on the table. Elena helped with the drying. Cera cme in and helped wish and dry, and several others came in periodically to help. Thanks to all who helped on Sunday with the dishes.

Miscellaneous
Early Michaelmass News
While the menu is still being set, the theme will be Traditional British. Yum. The barony will also hold an artisans' silent auction at the event, so please consider what you might contribute to this baronial fundraiser (either a finished object, or a pledged item to make/complete), and bring money for, say, those special Christmas or Yule gifts.

Collegium

Adelaide is busy planning the St. Boniface collegium scheduled for Nov. 13-14. She has forms available for those interested in teaching a class. They can be requested from her at 374-3870 (home), 687-7980 (cell) or deanna@lucidperceptions.com. (She'll probably have some at Harvest Captaincy, too.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Titus and Arianwen, [Removed].

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Magnus (Mark McIntyre, [Removed]  and Esperanza (Hope Marie McInytre, [Removed]).

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness/A&S/Lists: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [Removed] (Margery). 
A&S deputy: Ellisif a Reikiavik.

Seneschal.Rapier Marshal: Ellisif a Reikiavik (Kaari Parrish), [Removed]
Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Cynehild and Hakim.

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [Removed].
 Chronicler deputy: Greteke inn Little.

Marshal: Magdalina Georg'eva Oshitkova Ochakovicha (Ozzie Oszustowski), [Removed]. 

Exchequer: Iriniia Myshkinova (Althea Dooley), [Removed].

Constable: Halbiorn Erlaender (Dan Parrish), [Removed].

Chirurgeon/Chatelaine: Cera bec-fael inghean Corbbi (Tiana Hanson), [Removed].

Web Minister: Adelaide Webster (Deanna Lazarus), [Removed] Gold Key: Merewyn of Ynys Taltraeth (Lareena Goertz), [Removed]
Minister of Children: Hrefna Amundsdottir (Rebecca Parrish), [Removed].

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Marshal/Gold Key/Webminister: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov (Don Goertz), [Removed]
Exchequer: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [Removed] A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [Removed].

College of St. Boniface:

Champion and Inspiration: Kemper O'Breoniann (Alys Johns-Robinson, [Removed]  and Braun Sparrowhawk (Boyd Robinson, [Removed].

Seneschale: Adelaide Webster (Deanna Lazarus), [Removed]
Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Cynehild Cynesigedohtor (Claire Knudsen-Latta), [Removed].

Stellanordica Herald/Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [Removed]
Marshal: Varyag. 

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Ed Branscum), [Removed] A&S Minister/Archery Marshal: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [Removed] Exchequer: Caitriona inghean ui Chionaodha (Cathe Heroy), [Removed].

Chronicler: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [Removed] 
Chatelaine: Trava Ridion, [Removed]
Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [Removed].

Scribe: Viresse de Lighthaven (Kathy Judge), [Removed] 
Lists: Kiera (Cindy Lynn Shook), [Removed].

Regalia: Elspeth Bouchanon of Loch Lomond (Jackie Frederick), [Removed]
Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [Removed]
Seneschale: Lilandra of Sheep Rock (Michelle Webb), [Removed] 
Marshal: Cyrus Aurelius (DJ Wilson), [Removed]. Rapier marshal: Caitriona inghean ui Chionaodha (Cathe Heroy), [Removed].

Exchequer: Celestria Tetrix (Dawn Quick), [Removed].

Peregrine Pursuivant/A&S: Annah Narie (Georgia Phile), [Removed].

Chronicler/Lists: Alinore FitzHenry (Nicole Putnam), [Removed].

Constable: Gavin Meadowbrook (Thomas Bates), [Removed].

Webminister: Cynehild Cynesigesdohtor (Claire Knudsen-Latta), [Removed].

College of St. Guinefort:

Seneschal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Ed Branscum), [Removed].

Exchequer: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [Removed]
Herald: Lilandra of Sheep Rock (Michelle Webb), [Removed]
Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness/Rapier Marshal: Fathir and Etain (Bryan & Crystal Nelson), [Removed] 
Exchequer: Valentina de la Bere, [Removed].

Herald/Chronicler: Thomas Two-Bears Sorngrym (Travis Abe-Thomas), [Removed].

Marshal: Sean Ridion, [Removed].
Constable: Beorn se Bocaire (John Frey), [Removed].

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Exchequer/Herald: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [Removed]
A&S: Adisa hrefna Ulfsdottir (Debbie Jackson), [Removed]
Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [Removed].

Exchequer: Maggie McCallum (Dani Glenn), [Removed].

Herald: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [Removed].

Marshal: Karl Helweg (Karl Marx), [Removed].

Chatelaine: Mary of the White Wolves, [Removed].

Webminister: Nigel Lostwolf, [Removed].

Shire of Pavlok Gorod

Seneschale: Mairghread Dubh inghean Alasdair (Sonia Clary), [Removed].

Exchequer: Rowena de las Flores (CeCe Esparza), [Removed]
Herald/A&S: Tama Katerina Evstokh'eva (Tamie Fogle), [Removed].

Marshal/Constable: Thomas Ewan (Jonathan Clary), [Removed].

Chatelaine: Gwenhyvar Ferch Rinn (Jennifer Hansen), [Removed].

Webminister: Raphael Dupre.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

So, after having sat through the new Robin Hood earlier in the month, it now came time for me to haul myself back to the theater for the second of 2010's summer season period (or period-style) movies. Now, admittedly, I actually had lower expectations of this one than I did for Russell Crowe’s Robin Hood. I mean, I only expect so much of movies that are “based on the video game.” And, sure enough, the lowered bar was probably necessary, because historically speaking, this one just didn’t cut it. At all. Well, maybe in some of the armor. But other than that, no. But opening weekend arrived, and Anna Sue and I drove down to the local Hyper-Giga-Multiplex to “check it out” for you. And so it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time.

Starring Jake Gyllenhaal as Dastan, Gemma Arterton as Tamina, Sir Ben Kingsley as Nizam, Alfred Molina as Sheik Amar, Ronald Pickup as King Sharaman, Gísli Örn Garðarsson as the Hassansin Leader, Steve Toussaint as Seso, Toby Kebbell as Garsiv, Richard Coyle as Tus, and Reece Ritchie as Bis, the basic plot is about our hero trying to keep a dagger, whose handle contains sand that allows its bearer to reverse time, from falling into the wrong hands.  Of course, it takes him a while to (1) figure out what it is he’s got, and (2) find out whose hands are the “wrong” ones. Along the way he has to get into and out of a lot of situations, is subjected to some over the top fighting, all with just enough of a love interest (without all of that icky smooching and stuff) that make it a perfect movie for a fourteen-year-old boy. (The subtext of the plot is the invasion of a country in the Middle East in a search for weapons and weapons factories that do not exist. Sound familiar?)

Good points: The helms. Some of the armor. The Lawrence of Arabia-style music. The sand-valanche.  (It’s like an avalanche, only done with sand.)

Bad points: Alamut is not, and never was, a “city”. Certainly nothing even close to the size of the city they show in the movie. I don’t remember the crossbow being that popular a weapon in the Middle East. Once again, somebody taking a sword and sticking it point first into the dirt to free up his hands. The entire movie was very loud. The Hassansins? Really? Historically, Alamut was one of the strongholds of the Assassins, the hashashin, a radical branch of Shi’a Islam. Alamut was finally surrendered to the Mongols in the hopes that by not resisting, the inhabitants would not all be killed. But Hassansins? All I could think of was, “I’m sure glad my name isn’t Hassan. It sounds just like all they do is go around killing guys with that name.” And in such a variety of ways, too! In the credits we have: Hassansin Porcupine, Hassansin Whip Man, Hassansin Giant Scimitar, Hassansin Double-Bladed Halberd, and Hassansin Long Razor. (Yeah, that’s a credit I’d want on my acting resume. “I was the Hassansin Porcupine in Prince of Persia.”  Umm, no.)

Zero breasts. One gallon of blood. 73 dead bodies. Scimitar fu. Mangonel fu. Arrow fu.  Merlon fu. Grenade fu. Kung fu. Oil cauldron fu. Shovel fu. Shamshir fu. Spear fu. Poisoned robe fu. Ax fu. Thighbone fu. Sand rolls. Dastan rolls. Fighters roll. Hassansins roll. Gratuitous apples. Gratuitous snakes. Gratuitous skeletons. Gratuitous ostrich racing. Gratuitous dervishes. Did the film really need a “Head Ostrich Trainer” and an “Additional Ostrich Trainer”? Yes, I suppose it did. Academy Awards to Alfred Molina as Sheik Amar for being one of the better characters in the film; and to Gemma Arterton as the Princess Tamina for “horde of camel-riding illiterates.” An 87 on the Vomit Meter. Three stars. Da’ud Bob says, “It ain’t history, but after all, it’s ‘based on the video game.’ Check it out!”

_____________________________________________________
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