The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

March 15 -- Japanese Tea -- Galyn, Yukiko & Gwyneth

March 29 -- Articon demo

March 29 -- Day of Blood -- Hrafnafjordr

April 12 - Fabulous Fairytale Fete - Pavlok Gorod

April 18-20 -- La Prova Dura-the Ordeal -- West

April 26 -- Pas de Armes and Fools Revel -- Margery
May 10 -- Beltane/Ice Saints -- Earngyld

May 23-25 -- 5th Anniversary/Spring Offensive -- Selviergard

May 31-June 1 -- Spring Captaincy

June 7 -- Grange swap&sell and demo

June 28 -- Pirate Games Day -- Hakim
July 4-5 -- July 4 festivities -- Earngyld

Aug. 30-31 -- Harvest Captaincy

Sept. 27 -- Michaelmas Feast
Oct. 5 -- Harvest Fest -- Earngyld

Nov. 15 -- St. Boniface Event

Dec. 6 -- Yule

Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next one is March 11. Watch the elist for exact location, or call the seneschal.

Baronial fighter practice continues on Sundays and has been moved indoors to the University Park gym, but note that the times are now 11 am to 3 pm. All are invited to attend fighter practices and work on other projects and be social. The fighters appreciate our attendance. Baroness teas are scheduled concurrently on the first and third Sundays of the month, and an hour of dance practice will take place before armoring up. For tea, please come in garb, bring a project and an edible treat to share.

March 27 A&S will be the brewing of anisette at Magda's house. So if you want to make Monkey Melon (see principality cookbook), start obtaining your star anise now if you want to make the anisette. 

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschale (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location are local. 

**********************************************

From the Baron and Baroness:

Greetings to the Populace of Winter's Gate!

Spring is sneaking its way into the area.  The days are warmer, the light lasts longer, and there is that bit of melting snow...everywhere! It is a beautiful season of growth, even in our Barony numbers.  We happily welcome a play partner for little Eion -- Aidan Paul Lazarus joined our Barony at 2:45 pm on Tuesday March 4. He is a healthy 8 lbs 6 oz and is home with a very happy Mom and Dad.  Congratulations to Lady Adelaide and Lord Johannes.

Baron Griffin and I will be traveling to March Crown so that we can fulfill the King's desire to have the various groups in the Kingdom be represented. We know that there are many in this Barony that should have their work seen; you know who you are!  We need items to take with us to show at a display table.  Any small items would be greatly appreciated, such as needlepoint items, beadwork, leather work, small armor pieces, even recipes.  Please don't forget that we need to be able to transport it in a suitcase and it will be going through TSA ('nough said). Items can be brought to us at the business meeting, Japanese Tea event, and the following fighter practice.  Please help us show all through central Kingdom just what they are missing up here.


Griffin and Margery

From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, or prefer it to be snailmailed to you, please also let me know. 

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, local event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many memories.

Upcoming Events:

Japanese Tea

March 15, Barony of Winter's Gate

Come one, come all and experience a taste of the Orient at our Japanese Tea event. Come join Suzuki and Yukiko as they introduce us to the world of medieval Japan. 

There will be activity tables set up to explore different Japanese crafts, such as temari balls and origami. Please bring  your favorite game to share, and there will be Go boards available as well. 

There will be two contests. The first is for the best table tea setting, period and Japanese will garner more points. The second contest is an on-site pagoda building contest. Craft sticks and glue will be provided, just bring your imagination and sense of fun.

Lunch will be a made on-site sushi selection. In lieu of a dinner potluck, it is asked that you bring things to add to the creation of sushi. Suggestions are carrots, cucumbers, avocado, seafoods (crab, shrimp, prawns) and fish (raw or smoked). Keep in mind that ingredients go a long way in sushi, so don't bring a full bunch of carrots, or 10 cucumbers. It is also asked that  you bring  your favorite tea to complete the meal. Seaweed (nori) and rice will be provided. There will be a preparation class on making rice balls as well as the sushi.

Site is the Boy Scout Building (downstairs) on Gillam. Site will open at 11 am and close at 6 pm. Event fee: members $7 for ages 13 and older, non-member fee is $10. Ages 6-12 are $3, younger children are free. Family rates can be negotiated with the autocrat.

Autocrats: Yukiko Yamamoto, Suzuki Ryujiro Nobuuji, and Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] hm, [removed] cell, [removed]
Day of Blood

March 29, Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Now that the Shire of Hrafnafjordr has awoken from its winter rest, we would like invite all to take part in our annual Day of Blood tournament. This event will again feature a heavy prize tourney, A&S contest of best roman footwear, a Roman Chariot Race, and we will again call for a champion of the shire. Yes that means two heavy tourneys (Blood, Blood, Blood)! 

Also, anyone wishing to purchase a lovely Shire T-shirt may do so at this event (approx $15), you don't want to be left out....... or do you? 

The site chosen is quaint and we will only be charging a $3 member fee (NMS addition $3). No food will be provided, but the site will be wet and include FIRE. 

Order of events: Champion Tourney, prize tourney, chariot races, A&S judging, feast (on your own), fire and bardic.

All those wishing to seek shelter or have questions may contact the autocrat, Amber of Hrafnafjordr at [removed], [removed].

 Directions: Make your best way through Soldotna on the Sterling Hwy. Turn right on K-Beach, follow straight through the Bridge Access stop light. Look for signs, turn left at Eastway (Robinson's Mini Mall) Follow the trail of blood!

Site Opens: 11am Saturdy and closes Sunday at noon.

Fabulous Fairytale Fete V

April 12, Shire of Pavlok Gorod (Kodiak)

The Shire of Pavlok Gorod is pleased to announce the fifth annual celebration of tales from all cultures!! Traditional games and contests from the previous events will include: the potluck dishes with the best fairytale pun/connection to a traditional tale and best documentation; best bardic rendition of a traditional tale; and Rapunzel's hair braiding.  

New activities this year will include throwing beanbags at Rapunzel in her towner, and the most wonderful giftie item - scoring based on effort, creativity and ease of transport by recipient - made by the participants. All gifties to be presented to Their Highnesses for Their use. 

All contests will have categories for both adult and youth 12 and under. Rapier prize fights, A&S classes and other fun activities are being planned!

As always guests are welcome to come via ferry or airplane from afar. Housing and local transportation will be provided.

The site opens at 9am and closes at 9pm. Event fee: $9 for members, $12 for non-members, $5 ages 6-12, free for 5 and under. Plus at least one dish for the potluck from each couple/ family. 

Post-event bardic for those 21 and over will be held at the home of Lady Tama. Sunday  -- rapier workshop 10am-4pm. No charge.

The site is the Nemetz Gazebo on Lake Louise Drive. From the airport: Turn right  toward town, go over the bridge and immediately turn left. Take the first right, follow the road just under a mile until you see the SCA signs at the Nemetz Gazebo.

For more information contact the autocrat Tama Katerina Evstokh'eva (Tamie Everton Fogle), [removed], Kodiak, AK 99615, [removed], [removed]
La Prova Dura - the Ordeal

April 18-20, Shire of Canale, West Kingdom

Tres Pinos, CA

We wo uld like to invite you to a grand event that will occur April of 2008. This is an event not to be missed!

I speak of La Prova Dura -- the Ordeal. For those of you who graced our fields in 2005, this event needs no introduction -- ane vent of pageantry and magic, fighting and feasting. Those who stood t hat field with consort close to hand, speak in golden phrases of those days of glory!

From the corners of the Knowne World, the humble members of Canale have invited combatants to test their mettle against the best fighters the West has to offer.

On Saturday a tournament will be held on which upon every field a round robin shall be fought. If there are 20 fighters to the field then 19 fights will be fought! Three years ago there were 15 members to a field and with the renown that has preceded this second Prova Dura, we expect that number to only increase!

On Saturday evening, once again Lady Else will make us replete with prime rib and sufficient other feastings that we will have no choice but to stay to our seats and enjoy the evening's entertainment and the company of fine friends.

On Sunday we will select a cherished few to fight in La Prova di Amore -- to fight for only the honor of their consorts and no glory to themselves.

Have we piqued your interest? Please visit the official website for information, as well as photos and movie clips from Prova I (http://laprovadura.shireofcanale.org).

--posted at the request of Their Majesties, Gemini and Mari

Pas de Armes & Fools Revel

April 29, Barony of Winter's Gate

The Sun is returning and the gates of winter are swinging shut.  We invite you to revel in the returning warmth of spring.  We will start the day with a show of Prowess, Chivalry and Honor as we invite those fighters among us to challenge themselves and others upon the field of battle. 

The first part of the day will involve the Tourney for the Champion of the College of St. Boniface.  This tourney is open to all fighters who are willing to help the College in thought, word and deed and who is either a part of the Barony, or have chosen a consort from this Barony. The list will open promptly at 10 am, and the tourney will start at 11am SHARP. 

The tourney will be immediately followed by a Pas de Arms that is open to ALL fighters from wherever they hail. Please bring your pageantry, your sense of Honor, and join others of like mind on the field where you will have the ability to challenge and be challenged.  We ask all others to help fill our Gallery and be as much a part of the Pas as the fighters are.  The Gallery will have the joy of choosing the best death, the best introduction, best appearance, as well as a host of other pleasurable pursuits. Bring tokens to give to fighters that impress you (there will be some tokens available, but more is always better!).

We invite EVERYONE to bring banners, flags, flowers and other items to enliven the display and help brighten the day!  

The tourney and Pas are not the only activities for the day. There will be a discussion held by Mistress Magdalena on “what is Chivalry?” There will also be illumination of cards with Her Highness Gwyneth, and a Hacky sack making activity for the children, also held by Her Highness.  

At 5 pm will begin the Foolishness that spring sun brings upon us. We welcome all to join in the fun that can be found in silliness!  From 5 pm on through dinner and to the end, we would like to see revelry!  During dinner there will be a Most Outrageous Silly Garb Contest, an A&S contest on feathers used in a period style, and a contest for unusual desserts made to look like other things (like stained glass cookies, marzipan shaped like animals etc).  Of course there will be the contest for our New Baronial Fool (watch the list for details)! 

Dinner is a potluck feast. For each adult attending, please bring a dish that serves at least 8 people. Use your imagination folks -- potlucks are a great time to try neat recipes and to look for period ones.  There will be SHORT Baronial court after dinner, and that will be followed by Bardic and possibly dancing. This site is DRY!

PLEASE RSVP for this event.  If you are a fighter planning on attending, please contact the Autocrat no later than two weeks before the event. If so, then we will time to prepare a shield painted with your device (registered or not -- whatever you would like to use) that will be used as part of the Shield Tree. If you RSVP less than two weeks ahead, we cannot guarantee that we will have time to make you a painted shield. There will be blanks available on site, but don’t you want a pretty one?

If you are a rapier fighter, please RSVP also: if we can get enough of you as well, we will set up a second field for a Rapier Pas.  The more the Merrier!!

One last note for traveling fighters: fighter practice is held on Sundays from 11am till 3pm.  If you are visiting, perhaps you would like to play then as well?

If you need housing, have questions, or even suggestions, please contact the autocrat.

Site Information: Earl and Pat Cook [Boy Scout] Council Service Center at 1400 Gillam Way, Fairbanks AK 99701, site opens at 10am and closes at 11pm. Directions: from the Airport/College direction -- take Airport Road to Gillam, turn right on Gillam past the pawn shop and Spirit of Alaska Credit Union. The Scout Center will be in front of you to the right.

Event fees, $7 for members ($10 for non members), children 12 and under are free. Please make checks payable to "SCA, Inc.- Barony of Winter’s Gate."

Autocrat: Margery Garret, Michele Griffin, [removed], Fairbanks,  AK 99709, [removed], [removed],

5th Anniversary/Spring Offensive

May 23-25, Barony of Selviergard

The Baron and Baroness, Sir Georg of Glacier's Edge and Katarzina Porajski invite all to join them at this momentous event in the life of Selvergiard! Journey to Stephen de la Bere's holding in Willow where we shall honor our forebears in true Viking spirit with games and contests of yore -- sheep stealing, bear pit heavy tourney, rock, beer made of Valhalla, an archery contest, ballista competition, the most offensive garb fashion show and flying chickens!

For the rapier fighters -- two contests! Vie for the honor of becoming Baroness Katya's Rapier Champion with your sword skills. And then the Offensive Cup is back for the taking! Sir Cyrus won it last year, who shall wrest it from his fond grip?

Lord Alaryn Aecenstaeff, our favorite brewmeister, will be setting up the infamous Drunken Dervish Tavern in the main pavilion! In addition to an ample supply of four different handcrafted beers, he is also bring his favorite apple cider and root beer!

Homemade soup will be available for travelers on Friday evening. Saturday evening will be the traditional potluck feast with the barony providing the meats and breads. There will be an outdoor cooking facility set up to prepare/warm up foods onsite. Bring a dish to share by birth month: January-April, starches; May-August, vegetables or salad; September-December, desserts. No other meals will be provided, so bring enough sustenance to last you through the weekend!

 Event fees: adults, $10; children 7-13, $7; family cap $25. Nonmember surcharge $3. Make checks payable to SCA Inc., Barony of Selviergard.

Site information: site will open at 6 pm Friday, May 23 and close 8 pm Sunday, May 25. Offload vehicles in the driveway, camping and parking instructions will be posted. Site is discreetly wet, no modern containers!

Directions: from Anchorage, take the Parks to about Mile 70. Turn left on Willow Creek Parking, left on Sunny Brook and right onto Sunny Side. It's the first house on the right. From all points north: make your best way to about Mile 70 of the Parks, turn right onto Willow Creek Parkway, then follow previous directions.

For more information, contact the autocrat Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed], [removed].
Event reports and thanks: 

Yule

A lively cozy group gathered at Yule and played and ate their way through the day.The children succeeded in conquering the dreaded dredel pinata, Hakim won the non-violent dredel tournament and the Chinese gift auction was again much fun. Thanks go to Althea and Magda for their autocratting of this event.

The following honors and awards were given at baronial court: Genevive, Suzuki and Yukiko received recognition of their work in Page School; officers received their yearly payment; Suzuki and Yukiko were appointed baronial pages; Althea and Daithi were appointed to the baronial guard; Ellisif received a Silver Swan; Silver Stars were given to Joanna and Yukiko; and the following received Baronial Recognitions: Adelaide, Althea, Catairioina, Greteke, Hakim, Khevron, Magdalena, Morgana, Rutger, Tiana and Veronica.

Heart Revel

Around 25 hearty adults and children braved the bitter cold to attend Heart Revel. It was a casual event, filled with good food, good company, and lots of dancing. Dinner was late because everyone was having too much fun dancing. Grete won the Middle Eastern sweet treats, barely ending out Helena's date concoction, primarily due to Grete's excellent documentation and write-up.

Midwinter Coronet

Following are the awards that were given at Midwinter Coronet (not reported in the last issue:

Saturday morning, Dietrich and Bianca -- Ardrude Pen Waer received a Silver Ulu, Helen of Avebury received a Snowy Owl.

Saturday evening, Gemini and Mari -- Duncan Scrymgeour of Dundee received a Leaf of Merit, and Greteke de Lille received a Rose Leaf.

Saturday evening, Dietrich and Bianca -- Margery Garret & Griffin Garret received Argent Flames, Gavan of Meadowbrook received a Diamond Willow, Elizabeth Anne de Gresse received a Snowy Owl, and the following received Princess' Ribands: Alienor Fitzhenry, Anne of Bradford, Aurora Komnenos, Caitríona inghean ui Chionaodha, Chu Long, Cyrus Aurelius, Elizabeth Anne de Gresse, Magdalena Georg-eva Oshitkanova, Rolf the Relentless, Seffa Ericsdottir, Shannon inghean Bhriain uí Dhuilleáin, Sorcha Caremon, Sylvie la chardonnière and Viressé de Lighthaven.

Sunday, Gemini and Mari -- Caitríona inghean ui Chionaodha was elevated to the Order of the Pelican; Alienor FitzHenry and Morgana yr Oerfa received Western Lilies.

Sunday, Dietrich and Bianca -- Clare de Norwude received a Diamond Willow.

Miscellaneous

Oertha Cookbooks

Yes, it's true: the Oertha Cookbook is now a reality. If you missed getting one at coronet, you can contact either the principality seneschale (see below) or Viscountess Caitriona at northawke@yahoo.com to arrange to get one. The stocks will travel, but you don't want to miss it by not reserving one.

Thomas Two-Bears

Thomas Sorngrym, mka Travis Abe-Thomas, has graduated from Basic Training and is currently working in the Ecumenical Library at Ft. Jackson. He would love to hear from his SCA family and is able to send and receive email. If any would like to contact him, his address is thomassorngrym@yahoo.com. Or send cards and letters (but no cookies!) by snail mail to: Pvt. Abe-Thomas, Travis B, [removed], AIT Student, Ft. Jackson, SC 29207.

Michaelmass Already?

CONTEST!!!!  Ever wanted a say on what country or time that Michaelmas focused on?  Ever wanted to try that unusual recipe but didn’t have a reason?  Here’s your chance for YOU to choose the theme for this year’s Michaelmas event!  

Being the event steward of this year’s event, I felt it would be fun to give the public a say on what we did this year.  To that end, I challenge YOU, the Public, to help choose the theme.  I will give the choice to the person who sends me FOUR good period recipes (preferably a appetizer, a side dish, a main dish, and a dessert) with the sources of where they came from.  Check those cookbooks, look online….Think!  We have done 16th century Spanish, 13th century German, 15th century English, 11th century Norse/Scandinavia, and 16th century Italian to name a few that I have done.  In the past we have had Middle Eastern, French, Greek and various others.  I have heard ideas of Roman, Japanese, Russian and Persian.  What can you come up with?  

Post to the list or Post to me, whichever you prefer….but post BY May 1st….  The choice will be announced at the following business meeting and posted online.  

THINK< LOOK< HAVE FUN!!!!  Events are EVENTS because we all make them so….

I look forward to seeing what you think up :-)

Margery

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Gemini and Mari

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Cyrus and Gwyneth, [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery).

Seneschale: Adelaide Webster  (Deanna Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]  hm, [removed]. Deputy: Hakim al-Bashim ibn Rashid.

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Rutger van Dieveren and Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova (see info under exchequer & marshal).

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] home, [removed] work, [removed].

Marshal/Gold Key: Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova  (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed].  

Rapier Marshal: Griffin Garret (Gary Griffiin, see info under Baron)

Exchequer: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Arts & Sciences Minister: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] hm, [removed] cell, [removed].

Constable: Hakim al-Basim Ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed].

Chatelaine: Daithi' Conri' (Zack Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Greteke det Lillie (Grete Mjolsnes-Karrick).

Chirurgeon: open

Lists Minister: Margary Garrett (see baroness above).

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed] hm, [removed].

Minister of Children: Margary Garrett (see baroness above). Deputy: CatairÍona inghean Uí Dhomhnaill (Jessi Overton)

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed] home, [removed].

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed] home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed], [removed] hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]  hm.

Anderson/Clear Incipient Group:

Seneschale: Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [removed], Clear 99704, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed].

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), 3544 Alamosa Dr., Anchorage 99502, [removed]  hm, [removed] cell (both before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Breock of Whitby.

Stellanordica Herald: Isabel de la Hay (Corey Chivers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] cell, chiversii@yahoo.com. Arcturus  Herald: Morgana yr Oerfa, [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed].

Marshal: Magdalena Georg-eva Oshitkanova (Ozzie Oszustowki), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

A&S Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darelene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage, 99504, [removed] cell, [removed].

Exchequer: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] cell, [removed].

Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed] cell, [removed].

Constable: Gunnar Olfuss (Ben Stevens), [removed]., Soldotna 99669, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chatelaine: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Scribe: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] cell (before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Bianca Rose Byrnes.

Web Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darlene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed]
Arts & Sciences Minister: Elspeth Bouchanane (Jacki Frederick), [removed]. 

Peregrine Pursuivant/Chronicler: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), 22[removed], Chugiak 99567, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Edgar Branscum), [removed], Anchorage, 99502, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Exchequer/Gold Key: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [removed].  

Hospitaller (Chatelaine): Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed] before 9 pm, [removed]. 

Chirurgeon/Deputy Constable: Ciara Bridgit Der Alcan (Jennifer Jacques), [removed], Anchorage, 99508, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Water Bearers Guild: Lilandra of Sheeprock (Michelle Webb), [removed].

Pavlovsk Gavan:

Seneschale: Tamitsa Katerina Evstokh’eva (Tamie Fogle), [removed], Kodiak, 99615, [removed]  hm, [removed].

Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Seneschale: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed].

Marshal: Soren j'Alborgh (Leon Ayers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed], [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed]
Exchequer/Chatelaine: Merewen of Cottesmore (Misti Reisz), [removed], Eagle River 99577, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Ruaidhri.

Constable/Herald: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Web Minister: Wolfgar, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale: Amber of the Fireweed (Amber Gardner), [removed]., [removed], [removed].

Marshal/Herald/Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andréssm‡ri (Andrew Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed]. Deputy Marshal: Grisilus Hilarious Gladius (Gene Gardner), [removed], [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Adísa hrefna Úlfsdóttir (Debbie Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed].
Constable: Scrymgar (Jason Ross), [removed], Nikiski 99635.

Chatelaine: Iulianna Ravenhair (Krystal Jones), [removed], Kenai 99611, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Exchequer - Margaret McCallum (Dani Glenn)

Marshal: Karl Helweg (Karl Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Herald: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [removed], Juneau 99803, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

Four words. Four little words. Four little words that so often, in the movie business, spell the doom of historicity, of any relationship to real events, to what actually happened. Four little words: “Based on the novel”. And this month’s movie is, yup, you guessed it, “based on the novel”. So right off the bat, the omens were not auspicious. (Even as the movie ended, the omens were still not auspicious. “This is a work of fiction. Any similarity” to people, living or dead, real or historical, is strictly coincidental. You know, the usual CYA lawyerese. But it didn’t bode well for a movie supposedly historical. I don’t recall a similar caveat at the end of Gettysburg, for example.) Still, some of the stills and previews and “teaser trailers” instilled in me some small, faint ray of hope, that this “based on the novel” flick might actually not be too bad. So it was with mixed emotions that I trundled off to the local cinema multiplex, fearing the worst and hoping for the best. What I got was something in the middle, between those two extremes, so perhaps, just perhaps, it was worth the going to see. And thus it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews for you The Other Boleyn Girl.

Starring Natalie (Princess Amidala) Portman as Anne Boleyn, Scarlett Johansson as her younger sister, Mary Boleyn, Eric Bana as King Henry VIII, Jim Sturgess as Anne and Mary’s brother, George Boleyn, Mark Rylance as their father, Sir Thomas Boleyn, Kristin Scott Thomas as Lady Elizabeth Boleyn, David Morrissey as the Duke of Norfolk, Benedict Cumberbatch as Mary’s husband William Carey, Oliver Coleman as Henry Percy, Ana torrent in a wonderful turn as Katherine of Aragon, and Eddie Redmayne as William Stafford, this movie is the story of Henry VIII’s brief affair with Mary Boleyn and his slightly longer attachment to her elder sister, Anne Boleyn, from the time he first meets them until Anne’s death for treason. You all should know the basic plot – Henry needs a son to succeed him on the throne, and as his wife doesn’t seem able to do that, and what with him being the king and all, plus his being, apparently, unable to keep it in his codpiece, he, like so many kings before and after, has mistresses to try to fill that lack. (“Power is the ultimate aphrodisiac.”  Henry Kissinger) And there’s a lot of backroom politics involved, as the Duke of Norfolk and Sir Thomas Boleyn try to get political gain through Sir Thomas’ daughters’ relationships with the king.

Good points: The costuming. (Well, it was made “In association with BBC Films”.) The Tudor royal arms. The younger, “hunkier” Henry. The shields on the fireplace mantel. The banners. The tents. The use of livery badges. Using “Your Grace” and “My Lord” to Henry.  Real ermine.

Bad points: Apparently, the king wore no gloves while hunting on horseback. The portcullis and rose badge banners. There were too few headdresses for the two leading ladies. The La Manta images of the Nine Worthies and Nine Female Worthies painted on the wall. (La Manta is in Italy; not really to English taste, that.)  Anne’s nighttime, surreptitious wedding. People writing letters and notes with feathers rather than quill pens. Addressing the king as “Your Majesty”. (Not until after Henry became “Henry the Eighth by the Grace of God, King of England, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and of the Church of England and also of Ireland in earth the Supreme Head” did the king become “His Majesty”.  (L.G. Pine, Titles: How the King became His Majesty))

Zero breasts. Two gallons of blood. One dead body. Headman’s ax fu. Headman’s sword fu. Carts roll. Waves roll. Head rolls. Gratuitous dark and stormy night. Gratuitous geese. Gratuitous galloping through the surf. Academy Award nomination to Princess Amidala, err, Natalie Portman as Anne Boleyn for her response to the King’s question “How do you propose to stay on the horse [with her sidesaddle]?”, “As you do, Your Grace. With my thighs.”  This is really a movie about the perils of ambition. A 72 on the Vomit Meter. Three stars. Da’ud Bob says “Check it out!”
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