The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

June 28 -- Rennaisance Fair Participation/Demos

June 29 -- Pirate Games Day -- Hakim
June 28 -- Newcomers Event -- Eskalya

July 3-6 -- West/An Tir War -- West

July 4-5 -- July 4 Festivities -- Earngyld

July 18-20 -- Midsummer Coronet/Investiture -- Oertha/Eskalya

July 25-Aug. 10 -- Pennsic War -- Aethelmearc

Aug. 9-10 -- Vulcanalia -- Hrafnfjordr

Aug. 16-17 -- Baroness' Champion -- Selviergard

Aug. 22-24 -- Purgatorio -- West

Aug. 30-31 -- Harvest Captaincy  -- Kara
Sept. 11 -- St. Guinefort Event -- Eskalya

Sept. 20 -- Apres Fair Newcomers -- Selviergard

Sept. 20-21 -- Inter Kingdom Intensive Needlework Symposium -- West/Caid

Sept. 27 -- Michaelmas Feast -- Margery
Oct. 3-5 -- Crown Tournament -- West

Oct. 5 - Harvest Feast -- Earngyld

Oct. 11 -- Newcomers' Event -- Pavlok Gorod

Oct. 18 -- Harvest Feast -- Selveirgard

Oct. 25 -- Collegium Occidentalis -- West

Nov. 8 -- Time for Tudor -- Eskalya

Nov. 15 -- Collegium - St. Boniface -- Adelaide
Nov. 15 -- Heralds Collegium -- West

Dec. 6 -- Yule
Dec. 6 -- Yule -- Selviergard

Dec. 13 -- Yule -- Eskalya

Dec. 27 -- St. Stephan's Day -- Pavlok Gorod

Jan. 3 -- 12th Night -- West

Jan. 16-19 -- Coronet/Investiture -- Oertha

Tentative 2009 Schedule

Jan. 3 -- Twelfth Night -- Magda

Feb. 7 -- Heart Revel

March 14 -- Ides of March -- Daithi

April 25 -- Investiture

May 23-24 -- May Captaincy

Sept 5-6 -- September Captaincy

Oct. 3 -- Michaelmas Feast -- Margery

Dec. 19 --  Yule

There wil be a special A&S meeting this Thursday evening, for the last review of dancing for demos at the Renn Faire. Watch the elist, or call Margery for the place. Please make an extra effort to be there! 

Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next one is July 8. Watch the elist for exact location, or call the seneschal. This meeting will be the last before coronet. If you're interested in condensing down the number of cars going down, please come and know what  you will be will be taking to coronet. That way we can figure out how many trucks need to go to pack everything down, leaving the cars primarily for people. Gas money from passengers will be spread between the cars and the truck driver(s) to make it fair for everyone. Carpooling is good! Carpooling is cool! So be cool and carpool!

Baronial fighter practice continues on Sunday afternoons, but had moved outside to Growden Park and is now starting at 1 pm. Access to the park is restricted due to construction on Wilbur St. It's best to go via First Avenue along the river, and cut through the ball park parking lot.
All are invited to attend fighter practices and work on other projects and be social. The fighters appreciate our attendance. Baroness teas are scheduled concurrently on the first Sunday of the month, and an hour of dance practice will take place before armoring up. For tea, please come in garb, bring a project and an edible treat to share. The third Sunday of the month is now Ivory Thimble tea, so please come in garb, bring a project and join us.

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschale (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location are local. 

**********************************************
From the A&S Officer:

Starting in July, A&S nights will move to the 4th Tuesday of the month, rather than Thursday, so more people might be able to attend. The A&S officer is interested in hearing from all of you about what kinds of classes you might like to take, or what classes you can teach. It doesn't have to be crafts, either: it can be a discussion of a particular historical event, etc. Got a specialty? Please share what you know!              --Margery
From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, please also let me know. At this time, hard copy is not available from the chronicler (which, of course, someone won't know if they got this in hard copy before, so pass the word on if you hear someone wondering about their mailed copy).

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, local event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many details and memories.                          --Morgana

Upcoming Events:

Rennaisance Faire Demo

June 28, Barony of Winter's Gate

 This Saturday the barony will be a big part of the Rennaisance Faire, sponsored by the Fairbanks Shakespeare Theatre Group.  This is great opportunity to show our stuff and maybe gather in some new members.They have given us second billing, so we need to be there and be in our best (faire) behavior. This a fundraiser (hopefully) for the Shakespeare troupe; if it's successful, it may turn into an annual event, which would be very cool.

We will have our own mini-village within the grounds. We will be the 'historical' part of the experience.

Pavilions will be put up around an eric, where we will hold fighting demos alternating with dance demos. Fighting will be at 1, 3 and 5 pm; dancing at 2, 4 and 6 pm. These demos will last no longer than 30 minutes and we will be adhering to the Faire schedule, which will be posted -- no SCA time! During the breaks, there will be pay-for-boffer play for young adults.

There will be demostrations and hands-on areas, including heraldry, weaving-spinning-bobbin lace, garb display, calligraphy and others. There will be an area for the sale of various crafts by our members, as a fundraiser for the barony. If you have something to contribute to the 'sale' table, please contact Margery and let her know what items and at what price so she can prepare matching cards.

Volunteers are still welcomed to help spell the people in charge of the various areas, so we all get a chance to wander around the Faire, get food, etc., although it may be too late to get  you a pass.

The site is the area behind the UAF Museum, where the Shakespeare plays have been presented in recent years. Set up will be Friday evening; watch the elist for the time. There will be security overnight, so we expect to leave with everything ready to start up on Saturday. The Faire opens at noon and runs until 8 pm. It is requested volunteers be on site by 11 am (partly to get the cars parked appropriately). We will tear everything down Saturday evening, so we can go home and get some sleep before Pirates Game Day!

For more information, contact Baroness Margery (see regnum below).

Newcomers Event

June 28, Barony of Eskalya

It's time once again to lure more people into our wonderful Society. Come join us for a day of merriment, including rapier and heavy tourneys and the Personimal auction (don't forget your wallets!),

Feast will be potluck with stew provided. Please bring, by your date of birth: 1-9 Veggies, 10-18 Starch, 19-25 Bread, and 26-31 Dessert.

Site Information: Ray E. Storck Homestead Park, Anchorage. The site opens at 10 am and closes at 9 pm. Event fee is your generous donation. Directions: Seward Hwy to Rabbit Creek exit, travel east aproximately 3 miles to Clarks Rd. (on right after flashing light.).

Autocrat: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [removed]., Anchorage, AK 99507, [removed], [removed].

Greetings unto all rapier fighters,

I invite all rapier fighters to come together on Saturday to engage in a tournament from which I shall choose an outstanding fighter to be my champion. The tournament is a two person melee tournament as sponsored by Mistress Sorcha Caramon, my current champion.  The qualities that I wish to see in a champion is not only skill, but honor, strength of character, skill in the field of rapier as well as for someone who exhibits leadership upon the field and how they hold their demeanor during the battles.  I hope to see many of you upon the field that day and I look forwards to the contest of skill that is always shown by the rapier fighters of Eskalya and Oertha.

Margaret Anne of Somerset, Baroness of Eskalya

Pirate Games Day

June 29, Barony of Winter's Gate

Ahoy there mates and maties!

 Come out for some good old raiding fun this Sunday, for a relaxing day after the Rennaisance Faire on Saturday.

Bring some food or walk the plank! A simple potluck item will suffice to prevent  shark doom.

Hopefully we will have seaworthy boats to play with. Maybe, depending if our Irishman gets a good raid in. Sigh, lame pirate have no boats. If so, there are rumors of races!

There will be story time with "There I was" pirate stories. These yarns should make Baron Munschhausen disbelieve. 

We will be having a make-a-BIG-hat thing. Most ostentatious wins!!! For the kids we will allso make pirate ships. Supplies for both will be supplied, although you are welcome to bring your own stuff to embellish (and share if you wish).

Don't forget the 

The event will be held at the Chena Lake Recreation Area, starting approximately at noon. Exact location to be determined, although we have hopes of the lakeside pavilion. Keep an eye on the elist or call the autocrat for more information, including event fee, specific location, and the fees to get into the Rec Area.

Autocrat: Hakim al-Bashim ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed] cell, [removed].

Midsummer Coronet

July 18-20, Oertha

Their Highnesses Cyrus and Gwyneth, Prince and Princess of Oertha do invite all and sundry to join with them and set forth in a tournament to select the next Prince and Princess of Oertha.  

   There will be a tournament of arms to decide who the new Heirs will be and after the fighting there will be a picnic basket lunch auction, with the proceeds to be shared with Oerthan coffers and Esklaya's coffers. 

  The autocrat team invites participation in an A&S display. Items created by any non-Laurels may be displayed in the A&S pavilion all day on Saturday. Please include a card with your work indicating both your name and what each item is. For example: Lord Joe-Bob the Happy, 1 pair of hand knit wool socks. Project documentation, if available, is also a welcome addition. The Royal Guild of Defense will also have a display.

The site opens Friday at 4 pm with period pavilions and royal sunshades having preference for the eric. The site is discreetly wet. There will be a meal break in the evening but there is no feast. Site closes Sunday at 4pm.

Site fee is $12 for adults ages 12 years and up, and children under 12 are $4. There will be a $3 non-member fee.

If you wish to camp in the campground proper or reserve an RV spot it must be done through Lifetime Adventures at [removed] or [removed]. If you are parked with the SCA  there will not be a $5 parking fee. Carpooling is highly encouraged.

To reach the site take the Glenn highway to the Eagle River/Highland road exit and go through the intersection at the bridge, there are signs posted to direct you to the campground.

 Autocrat: Margaret Anne of Somerset (Meghan Spencer) [removed] or [removed], [removed].

A Challenge
In honor of Her Majesty, Eilis, Queen of the West, at coronet, I challenge any and all who will face me on the rapier field to as many fights as you can manage for the Queens honor. I have not set a limit in concrete for how many fights I will fight, instead, I will stand against all comers until there is no one left who can lift a sword. When the challenge ends will be determined by those who wish to  take the field, I will  not yield until all who care to are unable to fight any longer.

In service to her Majesty, Alaryn

Event Report and Thanks:
Spring Captaincy

Once again, the barony and its traveling friends celebrated the coming summer at Captaincy. Most activities were held on Saturday, and Sunday was Baroness' Tea, much fighting both heavy and rapier, and socializing in the almost-sun (but no rain).

The lunch and artisans' auction were successful fundraisers for the barony. The bidding for the box lunches was lively, resulting in His Highness bidding against his lady (something about cheesy goo). 

Saturday afternoon activities included fencing demonstration and instruction by the visiting members of the Royal Guild of Defense, and a falconer who brought his two hawks. The falconer has invited anyone interested to join him when he flies his birds any day after work. (Morgana has his contact information.)

Feast was filled with camaraderie and excellent food. Magda won the Roman food competition with her selection of four different dishes. The Roman garb competition was narrowly won by Marian Waldegrave; Magda captured the flower in any mode victory; and Clare de Norwude won the 'pretty' shields competition.

Daithi ua Confri was victorious in the tourney, and he and Clover of Foxfield were installed as Captain and Heart of Winter's Gate during evening court.

Their Highnesses awarded Seamus mac Eoghain and Kara bec Fail ingen (Tiana) with Awards of Arms.

Their Excellencies gave Baronial Recogniions to Alarn Aecenstaeff, Clare de Norwude, Clover of Foxfield, Etain O'Rowarke, Margaret Anne of Somerset, Ronan of Winter's Gate, and Sorcah Careman.

Baroness Margery announced that the winner of the Michaelmas theme competition was Magda's suggetion for a Byzantine feast.

Miscellaneous

Ivory Thimble Teas

 I have decided that it is time to get the Ivory Thimble back up and running.  It has been too long since we were able to meet and share ideas and company with each other. So, starting this Sunday we will be adding the Ivory Thimble meetings to the Baroness’ Tea on the THIRD Sunday of the month. Bring your projects and come enjoy the company of friends as we stitch and learn from each other.  Both wil start at 1 pm as the fighter practice starts.  Please feel free to attend the Tea and also the meetings :-). Garb is encouraged.                

                                                                                                                --Baroness Margery
Queen's Gift Chest

The Crown Princess (and Good Friend of Oertha) Eilis has expressed that She would be delighted to receive small handmade items for the Royal Gift Chest, that She could then hand out, spreading the word of our arts and crafts (no longer the 'cultural wasteland' we were once called). Baroness Katya is the central collecting point in our southern lands; Baroness Margery is the collecting point for the northern lands. Let's show Her Royal Highness what we can produce for Her!                                                     --Morgana (editorial comments mine)
St. Boniface Collegium

The College of St. Boniface has decided it is time for another collegium, and will host one on Nov. 15. A call for classes and teaches will soon go out. So start thinking now about attending and what you might like to learn, or what skill or interest  you might want to share.

Oertha Cookbooks

Cookbooks still exist. If you missed getting one at coronet, you can contact either the principality seneschale (see below) or Viscountess Caitriona at northawke@yahoo.com to arrange to get one. The stocks will travel, but you don't want to miss it by not reserving one. She is traveling to Captaincy, so now is the time to put in an order!

Veronica News

Veronica reports that she and her Lord have made it safe and sound to their new home in Kihei (that's Valley Azure in Caid). Once everything has settled down she will let us know her new address and phone number, but for now the old number still reaches her.

Winter's Gate A&S Schedule

Here is the schedule for A&S activities from this month till the end of the year. PLEASE read thru and check for any class that you may be teaching or competition that you are sponsoring. I have added the event competitions for the Spring Pas and for Spring Captaincy.  If there are any questions, changes or whatever, PLEASE contact me as soon as possible! A&S nights are at various sites…that is why I have NOT listed locations. I will post locations as they are known. Thank you everyone!!                   -- Baroness Margery
June

A&S-Dancing (Rutger) (6/26)

Games Day -- Prayer Beads competition (sponsor- Margery) (6/28)

July

No A&S activity due to Coronet and the Fair

August

A&S- Reticello Lace (Gwyneth) (8/28)

Fall Captaincy -- toy competition (sponsor Althea); Medieval Spices discussion (Morgana); pouch weaving class for kids (Gwyneth).

September

A&S- Florentine needlepoint (Morgana) (9/25)

Michaelmas -- Spinning class (Althea); Oerthan History discussion (Morgana); illuminated bookmarks class for kids (Gwyneth); illuminated thank you cards for the gift chest (Gwyneth).

October

A&S- beginning lace making (Margery) (10/23)

November

St. Boniface event -- Reticello Lace Competition (sponsor- Gwyneth)

No A&S due to Holidays

December

Yule -- “The Peerages- what are those really?” discussion with Morgana; Ornament competition -Any modes (Sponsor- Margery)

No A&S due to Holidays

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Titus and Eilis.

Crown Prince and Princess: Uther and Kara.

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Cyrus and Gwyneth, [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery).

Seneschal: Hakim al-Bashim ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] cell, [removed].

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Daithi' ua Conri' (Zack Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed] and Clover of Foxfield (Terah Ziv-Wynn), [removed]., Anchorage 99504, [removed] hm, [removed].

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] home, [removed] work, [removed].

Marshal: Griffin Garret (Gary Griffiin, see info under Baron)

Exchequer: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Arts & Sciences/Lists: Margery Garret (Mikki Griffin, see info under Baroness).

Constable: Hakim al-Basim Ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Seamus mac Eoghain.

Chatelaine: Daithi' Conri' (Zack Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Greteke inn Littel (Grete Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed] (cell, before 10 pm).

Gold Key: Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova  (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed].  

Chirurgeon: Caitlin mac Raith (Tiana Hanson), [removed]., Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed].

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed] hm, [removed].

Minister of Children: Margary Garrett (see baroness above). Deputy: CatairÍona inghean Uí Dhomhnaill (Jessi Overton)

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed] home, [removed].

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed] home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed], [removed] hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Champion and Inspiration: Daithi' ui Conri' & Catherine (Zack and Catherine Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed]. 

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]  hm. Deputy: Althea of Hrafenhoac (Althea Dooley), [removed].

Anderson/Clear Incipient Group:

Seneschale: Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [removed], Clear 99704, 582-6417 before 9 pm, [removed].

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), [removed]., Anchorage 99502, [removed] hm, [removed] cell (both before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy/Successor: Heleyne de Aveberia. Deputy: Breock of Whitby.

Stellanordica Herald: Isabel de la Hay (Corey Chivers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] cell, [removed]. Arcturus  Herald: Morgana yr Oerfa, [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed].

Marshal: Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova (Ozzie Oszustowki), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

A&S Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darelene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage, 99504, [removed] cell, [removed].

Exchequer: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] cell, [removed].

Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed] cell, [removed].

Constable: Gunnar Olfuss (Ben Stevens), [removed]., Soldotna 99669, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chatelaine: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Scribe: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] cell (before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Bianca Rose Byrnes.

Web Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darlene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [removed]., Anchorage 99504, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed]
Arts & Sciences Minister: Elspeth Bouchanane (Jacki Frederick), [removed]. 

Peregrine Pursuivant/Chronicler: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed], Chugiak 99567, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Edgar Branscum), [removed], Anchorage, 99502, [removed]  (before 10 pm), [removed].

Exchequer/Gold Key: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [removed].  

Hospitaller (Chatelaine): Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed] before 9 pm, [removed]. 

Chirurgeon/Deputy Constable: Ciara Bridgit Der Alcan (Jennifer Jacques), [removed], Anchorage, 99508, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Water Bearers Guild: Lilandra of Sheeprock (Michelle Webb), [removed].

Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Seneschale: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed].

Marshal: Soren j'Alborgh (Leon Ayers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed], [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed]
Exchequer/Chatelaine: Merewen of Cottesmore (Misti Reisz), [removed], Eagle River 99577, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Ruaidhri.

Constable/Herald: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), 2301 N. Beanie St., Wasilla 99654, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Web Minister: Wolfgar, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale: Amber of the Fireweed (Amber Gardner), [removed]., [removed], [removed].

Marshal/Herald/Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andréssm‡ri (Andrew Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed]. Deputy Marshal: Grisilus Hilarious Gladius (Gene Gardner), [removed], [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Adísa hrefna Úlfsdóttir (Debbie Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed].
Constable: Scrymgar (Jason Ross), [removed], Nikiski 99635.

Chatelaine: Iulianna Ravenhair (Krystal Jones), [removed], Kenai 99611, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Exchequer - Margaret McCallum (Dani Glenn)

Marshal: Karl Helweg (Karl Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed] home (before 9 pm), THEKarlMarx@cs.com.

Herald: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [removed], Juneau 99803, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

Shire of Pavlok Gorod

Seneschale: Michael, [removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

Well, whaddya know? While doing a little channel surfing the other night, Anna Sue ran across an upcoming broadcast of a Renaissance English play that was not by William Shakespeare. (Contrary to what you might be led to believe by the spate of cinematic versions of the plays of William Shakespeare, he was not the only playwright in Elizabethan England. A shock, I know, but ‘tis the very truth of the matter.) In this case, the movie was based on a play by one of Shakespeare’s erstwhile rivals, Christopher Marlowe. And, in the fine tradition of Shakespearean plays about British monarchs (the Henry IV series of plays, Henry V, Richard III), it too was about an English king. Unfortunately, the English king in question was more than a bit obsessive, and allowed his personal life to interfere with his duties as monarch, to say the least, and everything pretty much falls apart for him and for his lover because of it. Still, it’s a fine tragedy, though one of Marlowe’s least poetic plays. So having noted the time and cable network on which it was to show, we grabbed the necessary drinks and munchies, sat down at the appointed time, turned on the big-screen TV, and prepared ourselves for something a little different. How different, we just didn’t know at the time. But thus it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews Edward II.

Starring Steven Waddington in his first major screen role (he later played the redcoat you love to hate, Major Duncan Heyward in The Last of the Mohicans, and has since appeared in a number of other movies and miniseries, many of which have also been reviewed in this column: 1492: Conquest of Paradise, Royal Deceit, 1997's Ivanhoe, and Boudica) in the title role, with Andrew Tiernan as the king’s love and lover Piers Gaveston, Tilda Swinton as the queen Isabella, Nigel Terry as Mortimer, Jody Graber as the young Edward III, and Dudley Sutton as the Bishop of Winchester, the play purports to tell, mostly through Edward’s point of view, the story of the last half of Edward II’s twenty-year reign in England. The story, however, is certainly history embellished, as some events are taken out of turn, others ignored (for instance, most of Edward’s later relationship with Hugh Despencer), and yet some others changed completely (for example, Gaveston’s death).

Good points: The crowned portcullis on the edict of banishment. (Not appropriate for Edward, but a very pretty use of an heraldic badge nonetheless.) The modern dance choreography actually fit the tone of the movie fairly well.

Bad points: The modern settings sometimes jar, making one feel out of place. Too much unnecessary simulated sex. The priests spitting on Gaveston and then crossing themselves. (Though it did have its humor in a sick sort of way.)

Zero breasts. Six “willies”. 2-1/2 gallons of blood. Six dead bodies. Dagger fu. Knife fu.  Machine gun fu. Police truncheon fu. Teeth fu. Hot poker fu. (This last in a dream, or rather, nightmare, sequence.) Gratuitous Cole Porter song. Gratuitous boy-on-boy action.  Gratuitous python. Gratuitous string quartet. Gratuitous ferret. Gratuitous posturing naked on the throne. (Gaveston, not Edward.) Gratuitous sit-ups. Gratuitous post-coital cigarettes. An 82 on the Vomit Meter. 2-1/2 stars. Anna Sue says, “Not for families. Not for most adults, either.” Da’ud Bob says, “Very strange. Well done, but very strange. Check it out!”

_____________________________________________________
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