The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

Feb. 9 -- Heart Revel -- Magda
Feb. 9 -- Collegium -- Selviergard

March 8 -- March Madness -- Esklaya

March 15 -- Japanese Tea -- Galyn, Yukiko & Gwyneth

April 12 - Fabulous Fairytale Fete - Pavlok Gorod

April 19 -- Pas -- Margery

May 31-June 1 -- Spring Captaincy

June 28 -- Pirate Games Day -- Hakim

Aug. 30-31 -- Harvest Captaincy

Sept. 27 -- Michaelmas Feast

Nov. 15 -- St. Boniface Event

Dec. 6 -- Yule

Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. Because many people will be gone when February's meeting would be have been held, the meeting has been rescheduled for a time close to lunch at Heart Revel, this weekend. 

Baronial fighter practice continues on Sundays and has been moved indoors to the University Park gym, but note that the times are now 11 am to 3 pm. All are invited to attend fighter practices and work on other projects and be social. The fighters appreciate our attendance. Baroness teas are scheduled concurrently on the first and third Sundays of the month, and an hour of dance practice will take place before armoring up. For tea, please come in garb, bring a project and an edible treat to share.

A&S evenings and Ivory Thimble needlework meetings have been suspended through the holidays, and will be rescheduled soon. 

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschale (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location are local. 

**********************************************

From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, or prefer it to be snailmailed to you, please also let me know. 

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many memories.

Upcoming Events:

Heart Revel

February 9, Barony of Winter's Gate

Come one, come all and join the Captain in honoring the Heart of Winter's Gate, at our Heart's Revel. Come join Winter's Gate for an afternoon and evening of good fun this Saturday.

There will be a favor making class for all who are interested. We will also be utilizing the site’s wonderful dance floor, so don’t forget your dancing shoes!!! The Heart's Whim is sweet treats from the Middle East.  Please be advised there will be a BRIEF baronial business meeting at approximately the noon hour.

The Heart has an extreme allergy to pistachios, so please NO PISTACHIOS!!! The feast will be pot luck. Remember that the electricity is iffy for lots of reheating, so try to bring dishes that don't require a lot of simmering, etc.

Site will open at 12 noon and will close at 11 pm. Event fees: $7 for members, $10 for non-members, $4 for children 12-17, under 12 free. For a family rate, please contact the event steward. The event is located at the Grange Hall in North Pole, Alaska off of Grange Road. 

Please contact the event steward if you are a traveler who is in need of a place to rest your weary head or with any questions or problems.

Directions: head for North Pole. Get off the highway, turning right at 12 Mile Village, and go approximately two miles down the access road. When you reach the railroad tracks, take the second left that crosses the tracks. You should be in a position to take an immediate right after you cross the tracks, which should be Grange Road. Follow it to the end (not very far).  

Event Steward: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes) [removed], Fairbanks, [removed], [removed].

Collegium

February 9, Barony of Selviergard

Join the Barony of Selviergard as we host our second Baronial Collegium. There will be an hour set aside for a brown bag lunch in the middle of the day. No food will be provided, so please bring your own!

Class schedule (room 106):
9 am - Autocrating 101, Helen  

10 am - How to work a gate, Etain. Please bring a copy of your drivers license and membership card.  This will warrant you to be able to work at the gate during an event.

11am - What is the Guild of Defense, Sorcha

12:00 - Lunch

 1 pm - Intermediate Rapier, Alaryn

 2 pm - Coiled basket weaving, Alienor

 3 pm - Knitting, Nore the Knitter.  Those interested should bring size 7,8, or 10 needles and their choice of yarn.  Wool would be period but any yarn is ok to learn on.  This class will be just on the basic technique of casting on and knitting.  I can also teaching purling if someone in interested. I will have a simple scarf pattern for beginners and something suitable for more advanced knitters.

 Class schedule (room 117):

 9 am - Heraldry, Fathir

11 am - Macrame lace bookmarks, Rolynnda. This is a continuation from coronet. There are two kits left for new students.

12:00 - Lunch

1 pm - Sprang, Elizabeth

3 pm - Lucets, Rolynnda

Site (Mat-Su College)opens at 8:30 am and closes at 4:30 pm. Gate and gathering room will be in room 103. No event fee is required, although donations will be gratefully accepted.

Directions to site: Take your best route to the Parks Highway. Take the Trunk Road Exit. Follow Trunk Rd to College Rd. Take a right on College Rd. We are in Snodgrass Hall. There will be signs.

For more information or questions, contact the autocrat, Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), 2301 N. Beanie St, Wasilla, AK 99654, 357-1434, b3nelsons@gci.

March Madness

March 8, Barony of Eskalay

As winter rushes away and spring comes forth with a symphony of color . . .blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. Cast off the shackles of propriety and answer the call of mischief, mayhem, merry making and madcap frivolity. Join in the silliness and fun that is March Madness.

There will be a FOOL'S TOURNEY for both heavy and rapier and of course all are expected to show an appropriate level of foolishness in the lists.

Heavy Tourney -- first will be a Fool's crested joust (on stick horses of course), the second part will be the crested tourney (without the horses). As part of this there will be a competition for the Best War Horse and one for the Best Fool's Crest; also Most Outrageous Death.

Raper -- will include a Fool's Crest Tourney also with competitions for Best Fool's crest/hat and Most Outrageous death and fanciest kill.

A third competition will be held to determine the champion of the day - a Japanese tourney of Ro-Sham-Bo (rock-paper-scissors).

 Other amusements include: Bardic  - the Court Jester - performance of the famous Chalice from the Palace scene from the movie Court Jester.

Cooking - the Seven Deadly Sins - dishes to portray the sins (lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, envy and pride) Example - for sloth: something that can be eaten with minimal effort or wrath something very spicy.

Other activities include: circlet finials even if you don't wear a circlet make one with finials, Quick the Bard (combat musical chairs), Scavenger Hunt, Stomp the Duck,

There will also be a Riddle quest : To challenge those whose wits are at their best / In this one day, alone or in a team / To answer all the riddles you must scheme / The riddles will be well hidden throughout the land / The first one shall be found in the autocrat's hand.

Now for the boring stuff. Feast is potluck with meat dish being furnished. Please bring a potluck dish according to the first initial of your mundane last name: A-F Dessert; G-F Vegetables; N-S Breads, spreads and Cheeses; T-Z Starches, (potatoes, rice pasta).

Location: Jewel Lake Parish, 3833 Strawberry Rd Anchorage. This is a dry site. Site opens at 10:30 am and closes at 9 pm.

Event fees: adults $7, children 12-4 $3, children 3 and under free.

NOTE; THIS IS A DRY SITE

For more information contact the autocrat, Jacki Frederick (Elspeth Bouchannane), [removed] Anchorage 99508, [removed], [removed].

Japanese Tea

March 15, Barony of Winter's Gate

Come one, come all and experience a taste of the Orient at our Japanese Tea event. Come join Suzuki and Yukiko as they introduce us to the world of medieval Japan. 

There will be activity tables set up to explore different Japanese crafts, such as temari balls and origami. Please bring  your favorite game to share, and there will be Go boards available as well. 

There will be two contests. The first is for the best table tea setting, period and Japanese will garner more points. The second contest is an on-site pagoda building contest. Craft sticks and glue will be provided, just bring your imagination and sense of fun.

Lunch will be a made on-site sushi selection. In lieu of a dinner potluck, it is asked that you bring things to add to the creation of sushi. Suggestions are carrots, cucumbers, avocado, seafoods (crab, shrimp, prawns) and fish (raw or smoked). Keep in mind that ingredients go a long way in sushi, so don't bring a full bunch of carrots, or 10 cucumbers. It is also asked that  you bring  your favorite tea to complete the meal. Seaweed (nori) and rice will be provided. There will be a preparation class on making rice balls as well as the sushi.

Site is yet to be determined, so watch the baronial elist. Site will open at 11 am and close at 6 pm. Event fee: members $7 for ages 13 and older, non-member fee is $10. Ages 6-12 are $3, younger children are free. Family rates can be negotiated with the autocrat.

Autocrat: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]  hm, [removed] cell, [removed]
Fabulous Fairytale Fete

April 12, Shire of Pavlok Gorod (Kodiak)

The Shire of Pavlok Gorod is pleased to announce the fifth annual celebration of tales from all cultures!! Traditional games and contests from the previous events will include: the potluck dishes with the best fairytale pun/ connection to a traditional tale and best documentation; best bardic rendition of a traditional tale; and Rapunzel's hair braiding.  

New activities this year will include the most wonderful giftie item - scoring based on effort, creativity and ease of transport by recipient - made by the participants. All gifties to be presented to Their Highnesses for Their use. 

All contests will have categories for both adult and youth 12 and under. A return of the beanbag siege is also being discussed. In addition, if enough rapier fighters attend, activities may include combat as well!!

As always guests are welcome to come via ferry or airplane from afar. Housing and local transportation will be provided.

Site opens at 9 am and closes at 9 pm. Site and fees TBA.

Event reports and thanks: 
Midwinter Coronet

Folllowing, in alphabetical order, are the pairings in the lists for Midwinter Coronet Tourney: Brock of Gralbarda (Elspeth), Caitlin/Tiana (Griffin), Cyrus (Gwyneth), Daithi (Clover), Fathir (Etain), Griffin (Morgana). Griselus (Amber of Hrafnafjord), Karl Helweg (Elisa), Rutger (Magda), Scrimgar (Althea), Soren (Sorcha). As your reporter doesn't know the correct spelling of everyone's name, she apologizes for the casual listing throughout this report. As should not be new news to you, Cyrus defeated Karl Helweg in the finals.

Elizabeth de Gresse won His Highness' heraldic display competition (Alaryn's heraldic tunic); Elspeth won Her Highness' white dessert competition (Torta Bianca); Rolynnda won the Autocrat's Whim competition for candlescape table decorations with her wire sculpture candelabra.

Their Highnesses' Cyrus and Gwyneth's court includes the following (probably not complete):

Ladies of the Chamber: Magda, Amber of Hrafnafjord, Althea, Merewen of Cottesmore, Anne of Bradford, Lilandra of Sheep Rock (head of the Ladies);

Princess' Escort: Etain, Griselus, Clare de Norwude, Rutger;

Champions: Kay Skyfyre (boffer), Caitriona (rapier), Dietrich (heavy);

Arcturus Herald: Morgana; Bard: Clover;

Pages: Suzuki and Keiko (Her Highness), Yukiko (His Highness);

Princess' Artisans: Katarzina, Alienor and Margery Garret, Anne of  Bradford (laurel counselor).

Althea resigned as principality A&S officer, and Bianca picked up the reins, right after she received her viscounty (she did attempt to run away from that last call to court....but did not run fast enough - G).

Their Majesties Gemini and Mari elevated Viscountess Caitriona to the Order of the Pelicans in a surprise ceremony during Sunday court, amid many cheers.

Autocrat Thank You:

Greetings!

First off, I must thank my autocrat team who put in countless hours and endless effort over the last six months, prepping and planning to make Winter Coronet such a success. Our goal from the very beginning was to make sure everyone had fun, were well fed and had plenty of time to enjoy each others company. And with the help of so many willing hands our goal was not only met but surpassed!

Thank you, Katya for being the Feast-o-crat, your culinary skills almost rival your organizational skills, almost! The food was wonderful and plenteous all weekend and the Feast was fantastic! Sir Georg, as co-autocrat, you were my rock, you helped me keep on track and made sure that everything in the Hall was running as smoothly as Katya did the kitchen. To everyone who worked on the Virtue Banners, they are gorgeous and looked great hanging in the Great Hall, thank you! Lady Merewen, who came up with the wonderful idea of the canopy over the thrones, well done, it looked amazing! Lady Etain, who with Georg, set up the Hall on Friday afternoon and stayed behind with her Lord Fathir on Sunday until the last table was wiped and light turned out, your energy and devotion made the work go smoothly and quickly. To our newest members, m'lord John, who sat constab for the very first time Saturday and was also a very willing kitchen helper, as well his mother m'lady Linda who put in many hours there. To Baroness Eilis who devoted so many hours to helping in the kitchen (carrots, carrots!) as well as giving advise and guidance, thank you! Juan Miguel (formerly known as Father Mike), Stephen & Teresa, not only did you slave away in the kitchen for countless hours cooking, chopping, cutting and washing up, you kept us all entertained as well! 

Thank you to Viscount & Vicountess Deitrich & Bianca for not only choosing the Virtues as the theme of Coronet but who were themselves models of those very same Virtues during Their reign. It was a very great pleasure working with you in planning this event and preparing it for You.

To Their Majesties, Gemini & Mari, King & Queen of the West, thank you for not only attending but inspiring and encouraging us as well as helping break down the site! We hope that You and Your Heads of Court, Baronessa Bella Caterina Malatesta, and Barone Antonio Giordano da Sicilia enjoyed the event as much as we enjoyed Your Presence!

Congratulations to Sir Cyrus and Lady Gwyneth, the 47th Prince and Princess of Oertha! May Your reign be filled with prosperity and good health! And congratulations to the Lord and Lady Guardian of Oertha, Viscount Karl Helweg and Lady Elisa von Sophey of Earngyld!

There were many awards given to many deserving individuals on both Principality and Kingdom levels, most if not all who have been mentioned in other postings and will soon be published in the Page. Thank you for sharing your skills, knowledge and service, for they are what keeps the SCA healthy and thriving. 

And a very warm thank you to those who served, carried, fetched, swept, cleaned, stocked privies and washed dishes for hours on end, to those who stopped by to offer compliments, encouragement, smiles and hugs. You made this Coronet so pleasurable and run so well! 

Thank you again and again!

grins, giggles and hugs from a very grateful autocrat,

Heleyne

Miscellaneous

Oertha Cookbooks

Yes, it's true: the Oertha Cookbook is now a reality. If you missed getting one at coronet, you can contact either the principality seneschale (see below) or Viscountess Caitriona at [removed] to arrange to get one. The stocks will travel, but you don't want to miss it by not reserving one.

Michaelmass Already?

CONTEST!!!!  Ever wanted a say on what country or time that Michaelmas focused on?  Ever wanted to try that unusual recipe but didn’t have a reason?  Here’s your chance for YOU to choose the theme for this year’s Michaelmas event!  

Being the event steward of this year’s event, I felt it would be fun to give the public a say on what we did this year.  To that end, I challenge YOU, the Public, to help choose the theme.  I will give the choice to the person who sends me FOUR good period recipes (preferably a appetizer, a side dish, a main dish, and a dessert) with the sources of where they came from.  Check those cookbooks, look online….Think!  We have done 16th century Spanish, 13th century German, 15th century English, 11th century Norse/Scandinavia, and 16th century Italian to name a few that I have done.  In the past we have had Middle Eastern, French, Greek and various others.  I have heard ideas of Roman, Japanese, Russian and Persian.  What can you come up with?  

Post to the list or Post to me, whichever you prefer….but post BY May 1st….  The choice will be announced at the following business meeting and posted online.  

THINK< LOOK< HAVE FUN!!!!  Events are EVENTS because we all make them so….

I look forward to seeing what you think up :-)

Margery

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Gemini and Mari

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Cyrus and Gwyneth, [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery).

Seneschale: Adelaide Webster  (Deanna Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]  hm, [removed]. Deputy: Hakim al-Bashim ibn Rashid.

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Rutger van Dieveren and Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova (see info under exchequer & marshal).

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] home, [removed] work, [removed].

Marshal/Gold Key: Magdalena Georgeva Oshitkanova  (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed].  

Rapier Marshal: Griffin Garret (Gary Griffiin, see info under Baron)

Exchequer: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Arts & Sciences Minister: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] hm, [removed] cell, [removed].

Constable: Hakim al-Basim Ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), Box 82752, Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed].

Chatelaine: Daithi' Conri' (Zack Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Greteke det Lillie (Grete Mjolsnes-Karrick).

Chirurgeon: open

Lists Minister: Margary Garrett (see baroness above).

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed] hm, [removed].

Minister of Children: Margary Garrett (see baroness above). Deputy: CatairÍona inghean Uí Dhomhnaill (Jessi Overton)

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed] home, [removed].

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed] home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed], [removed] hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed] UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]  hm.

Anderson/Clear Incipient Group:

Seneschale: Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [removed], Clear 99704, 582-6417 before 9 pm, [removed].

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), [removed]., Anchorage 99502, [removed] hm, [removed] cell (both before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Breock of Whitby.

Stellanordica Herald: Isabel de la Hay (Corey Chivers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, 952-4094 cell, [removed].

Marshal: Magdalena Georg-eva Oshitkanova (Ozzie Oszustowki), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

A&S Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darelene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage, 99504, 632-1789 cell, [removed].

Exchequer: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] cell, [removed].

Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed] cell, [removed].

Constable: Gunnar Olfuss (Ben Stevens), [removed]., Soldotna 99669, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chatelaine: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Scribe: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed] cell (before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Bianca Rose Byrnes.

Web Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darlene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed]
Arts & Sciences Minister: Elspeth Bouchanane (Jacki Frederick), [removed]. 

Peregrine Pursuivant/Chronicler: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed], Chugiak 99567, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Edgar Branscum), [removed], Anchorage, 99502, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Exchequer/Gold Key: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [removed].  

Hospitaller (Chatelaine): Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed] before 9 pm, [removed]. 

Chirurgeon/Deputy Constable: Ciara Bridgit Der Alcan (Jennifer Jacques), [removed], Anchorage, 99508, [removed]  before 10 pm, [removed].

Water Bearers Guild: Lilandra of Sheeprock (Michelle Webb), [removed].

Pavlovsk Gavan:

Seneschale: Tamitsa Katerina Evstokh’eva (Tamie Fogle), [removed], Kodiak, 99615, [removed]  hm, [removed].

Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Seneschale: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed] before 9 pm, [removed].

Marshal: Soren j'Alborgh (Leon Ayers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed], [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed]
Herald/Chronicler: Thomas Two-Bears (Travis Abe-Thomas), [removed], [removed].

Exchequer/Chatelaine: Merewen of Cottesmore (Misti Reisz), [removed], Eagle River 99577, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Ruaidhri.

Constable: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Web Minister: Wolfgar, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale: Amber of the Fireweed (Amber Gardner), [removed]., [removed], [removed].

Marshal/Herald/Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andréssm‡ri (Andrew Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed]. Deputy Marshal: Grisilus Hilarious Gladius (Gene Gardner), [removed], [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Adísa hrefna Úlfsdóttir (Debbie Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed].
Constable: Scrymgar (Jason Ross), [removed], Nikiski 99635.

Chatelaine: Iulianna Ravenhair (Krystal Jones), [removed], Kenai 99611, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Earngyld

Seneschale/A&S Minister: Elisa von Sophey (Lisa Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Exchequer - Margaret McCallum (Dani Glenn)

Marshal: Karl Helweg (Karl Marx), [removed], Juneau 99801, [removed] home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Herald: Alberic Haak (Paul Caldwell), [removed], Juneau 99803, [removed] home (before 10 pm), [removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

Oh, boy.  I admit, ever since I first heard this one was in the making, I hadn’t had very high hopes for it. Too many times, I’d gotten my hopes up over some advance word of a new movie, only to have them dashed when it finally opened in the theaters. And this one had all the potential of a real bomb; evil magicians, aged kings, beast-like warriors. Plus, it had a subtitle, which is frequently the kiss of doom. And, it was based on a video game. So the potential for disaster was pretty high. Still and all, opening day came, and girding my loins (and grabbing a handful of the snack food of champion movie reviews, M&Ms), I headed off to the movie house to see how they might have messed this one up. Well, I have to admit – it was better than I had thought it would be. This is not to say that I thought it was good, mind you, only that it didn’t fall to the level of my admittedly low expectations. And so it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews In the Name of the King: A Dungeon Siege Tale.

Starring Jason (The Transporter) Statham as Farmer (“People become what they do” was the explanation he gave for not having a “name” name), Leelee (1999's Joan of Arc) Sobieski as Muriella, John Rhys-Davies as her mage father Merick, Ron Perlman as Norick, Claire Forlani as Solana, Kristanna Loken as the woods girl Elora, Matthew Lillard as Duke Fallow, Brian J. White as Commander Tarish, Ray Liotta as the evil mage Gallian, and Burt Reynolds as King Konreid, this movie had your basic fantasy warrior plot: Cowardly Duke and evil magician plot death of old king to take over the kingdom; beast/man warriors controlled by them raise havoc in the countryside, in the process killing the son and capturing the wife of a farmer, who sets out to avenge his son and free his wife. Somehow, the righteousness of his quest leaves him, though he has been a farmer all his life, with weapons skills more than sufficient to overcome professional soldiers. (Hmm, if “people become what they do”, maybe his name should have been “Swordsman”.) Of course, we find out along the way that he’s really the long-lost son of the aging king. (Though why that fact should make him an expert swordsman I don’t understand, either.  Maybe you had to be there.)  In the end, of course, good triumphs over evil, and all end’s well.  I suppose.  (What’s Farmer’s new name going to be?  King?)

Good points: The sword fighting.

Bad points: The entire movie seemed like it was made up of bits and pieces from a lot of other movies: Lord of the Rings (Mount Doom, Mordor, Saruman’s White Tower (complete with multilevel underground firelit areas being worked by orcs, err, the krugs), the shot of the four hobbits, err, companions, hiking over the mountains), Galaxy Quest (Farmer’s “never quit” reeked of Tim Allen’s “Never give up; never surrender”). One of the biggest battles, between two of the largest armies, was deliberately chosen to be in the woods. (When one of your main contingents is archers, you’re not going to do this if you can help it.) It’s never made clear what happens to the Duke; he simply disappears from the narrative. The boomerang. The fake ninjas.

Zero breasts. Four gallons of blood. 253 dead bodies. Boomerang fu. Club fu. Arrow fu.  Sword fu. Fantasy Eastern Barbarian sword fu. Kung fu. Thunderstorm fu. Book fu.  (No, really!) Magic sword fu. Boulder fu. Turnip cart rolls. Casks roll. Heads roll. Gratuitous French lady in waiting. Gratuitous chamfron spikes. Gratuitous ninjas. Academy Award nomination to Ron Perlman as Norick for his answer as to why he wasn’t willing to fight alongside the king’s warriors: “Nah. I didn’t like the uniforms.”  A 93 on the Vomit Meter.  2-1/2 Stars. Da’ud Bob says, “It wasn’t as bad as I expected it to be. Check it out!”

_____________________________________________________
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