The Gatekeeper

Barony of Winter’s Gate

Calendar

Sept 1-2 -- Harvest Captaincy

Sept. 8 -- Glacier War III -- Oertha

Sept. 22 -- Buzzard's Inn -- Selviergard

Oct. 6 -- Newcomers'  Feast -- Pavlok Gorod

Oct. 12-14 -- October Crown -- West

Oct. 13 -- Michaelmass
Oct. 20 -- Brewers' Symposium -- Hrafnsfjordr

Oct. 27 -- Byzantine Bash -- Selviergard

Nov. 3 -- A Time for Tudor -- Eskalya

Nov. 17 -- Articon Demo

Nov. 17-- Fall Collegium -- Principality, hosted by Eskalya

Nov. 22 -- Yule -- Earngyld

Nov. 26 -- St. Stephen's Day Feast -- Pavlok Gorod

Dec. 1 -- Yule -- Selviergard

Dec. 8 -- Yule -- Eskalya

Dec. 15 -- Yule

Dec. 16 -- Yule -- Hrafnsfjordr

Dec. 22 -- Yule -- Earngyld

Baronial business meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next one is scheduled for Sept. 11 downstairs in the Bunnell Building at the University of Alaska. Park in the back of Bunnell and go through the door in the middle of the basement, and look for signs and others lounging around (the room number is subject to change).

Baronial fighter practice coninues on Sunday afternoons from 3-7 pm. While the weather is still good it will be held at Growden Park (behind the ballpark off Wilbur). All are invited to attend fighter practices and work on other projects and be social. The fighters appreciate our attendance. Keep an eye on the elist as the place (and possibly day) will be changed as the weather cools, depending on people's schedules and availability of space on campus. 

Bardic practice is currently suspended while Lilandra is finishing school in Eskalya, before returning in January, with Daith' accompanying her. Which means that Monday evenig project nights will also be ceasing until further notice. They both promise to return and start these activities again.

A&S nights are scheduled for the fourth Thursday of the month; the next one is scheduled for Sept. 27. Place and topic will be announced at a later date. 

Ivory Thimble are scheduled for the third Wednesday of the month at the home of Adelaide, our seneschale. The next one is scheduled for Sept. 19.

All other activities (guild meetings, scribal sessions, etc.) are subject to change and will be posted to the baronial email list.

For more information, contact the seneschale (see officer listing below). The above calendar includes events throughout the principality, as well as important kingdom events and wars. Those events without a listed location are local. Please note that Harvest Captaincy has been rescheduled back to its traditional Labor Day Weekend.

**********************************************

From the Chronicler:

Most who receive newsletter are members of the barony and its outlying groups, honorary citizens, members now in exile, and friends of the barony. Others receive this because you are our neighbors, including the territorial barons and baronesses, seneschals and chroniclers (and their kingdom counterparts). If sent to you in error, please let me know.

Most of you will be receiving this electronically. If you do not wish to receive it, please email me at morgana@gci.net and you will be removed.  If you do not wish to receive the newsletter as an attachment in the future, or prefer it to be snailmailed to you, please also let me know. 

Copy for nonlocal events is usually picked up from other newsletters and elist postings. Unless otherwise noted, event reports were written by the chronicler and corrections and complaints should be addressed thereto. The chronicler welcomes words from any baronial officers, and guildmasters or mistresses, as well as reports of events and activities, as her mind holds only so many memories.

From Ynys Taltraeth:

We're having a Canton Ynys Taltraeth business meeting at 7pm Wednesday. We'll be calendaring the November Feast of Long Nights, and hopefully meeting some new interested folk! 

Upcoming Events:

Harvest Captaincy

September 1-2, Winter's Gate

Come join the Barony of Winter's Gate as it celebrates the bounty of the harvest! As usual we will be having the tourney to select the next Captain of the Winter's Gate Militia. We will also be having a fabulous potluck feast. Children's activities will include Chainmaille.

This event will be the last for our current Captain Lord Angus before he makes his year-long pilgrimage to cradle of western civilization nestled on the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. So we hope that we will have a large turn out for our outgoing Captain and our dear comrade!!!

The Baron's whim is wheat free (gluten free) dishes. The Baroness' Whim is leaves in any mode. The Captain's whim is needlework created by a fighter. The Heart's whim is a period table setting with a harvest theme (extra points if modern items are not visible.) The Autocrat's whim is food of the Harvest. Other Arts and Science competitions include lace making and open brewing Please remember that documentation provides extra points in any competition.

There will also be an Artisan Auction. Those who are interested in lending there talent in the Arts to be auctioned off should please let Adelaide (contact info in regnum) know what talent you are interested in donating.

Feast is potluck so please bring a dish to share that feed 8-10 people. The site is discreetly wet.

Site: Moose Creek Pavilion, Pioneer Park. Use the Peger Road entrance by the river. Site opens Saturday at 10 am and closes at 10 pm Saturday. Sunday the event site opens at 11 am and closes at 5 pm. Event fees: $7 for adults (+ $3 NMS), $4 for children 12-17, younger children free. For family rate, please contact the autocrat.

Autocrat: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [removed], [removed]., Fairbanks 99701, [removed]
Byzantine Bash

Oct. 27, Barony of Selviergard

The Barony of Selviergard invites the Knowne World to attend a feast honoring Constantine the Great in traditional Byzantine style!   

 The victor of the heavy combat tournament will be awarded the purple chlamys, a traditional gift from the ancient Basillius' of that time as a show of his great prowess and favor from the powers that be. Rapier fighters will also get a chance to show their skills on the field.  

 Please bring your banners, flags, tapestries and other decorations to make the hall more colorful.

There will be a table decorating contest for the best dressed Byzantine-ish table, as well as a secret competition. A&S Classes will be announced at a later date. Feast will be potluck, with meats and breads provided. Please bring a dish that will serve 8-10 people according to your modern last name: A-H side dish, I-P desserts, Q-Z veggies.

Site is open from 10 am to 10 pm. Event fee: members $10, children $7, under 3 free, family cap $25, $3 NMS. Make checks payable to SCA Inc. ˆ Selviergard.

Directions: BSA Camp Gorsuch, [removed], Chugiak, 23 miles north of Anchorage, 18 miles south of Palmer, take Mirror Lake exit, left on Old Glenn, go to Camp Gorsuch road, follow road back to Lodge. Site is dry.

Autocrats: Thomas "Two-Bears" Sorngrym, (Travis Abe-Thomas), [removed] (please call between 2 pm and 10 pm), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed].  

Yule

Dec. 8, Barony of Eskalya
Hark! The Heralds Praise!

Let all those who have silver tongue come forward! Now  is the time to let all know the honor and accomplishments of your fighter! (or what they would have been had your fighter actually done them!) 

Please good Gentles choose a fighter and bring forth to all the daring quests and honorable deeds they have done to be in full veiw of us all so that we may praise them as well!  ALL fighters competing to become the Baroness of Eskalya's heavy champion MUST have a herald to introduce them.  If you do not have a herald, one can be found for you.

We have all seen ' A Knight's Tale.' The scene where Ulrich's Herald is introducing him with flowery praise! This is what I would like from you! This is not a trick! It is not like touching the Key... If you participate you DO NOT have to become a herald!

This is to show your skill, have fun and bring honor to a fighter. You will need a fighter! You will need two introductions: (1) for the first fight the fighter is in to introduce him/her and (2) for the fighter if he/she should be in finals.

 In the first round :here cite fighter's lineage if any -- SCA lineage can be pretend (like in more Knight's Tale) or it could be "actual SCA lineage" like who my knight was/is and his and so forth. Cite any miscellaneous information and/or honors. Honor their consort if they have one, make known special accomplishments, state why they have entered the lists today, etc. you can involve the blazon. 

In the final round: the final round should have a grand introduction that inspires both the fighter and the populace to root for that fighter.  Impress us with his/her skill on and off the field. Remind us why we love this fighter and why they deserve to be named the Baroness' champion. 

There can be only one!!!!  The best will be judged! Please remember, to participate in this you DO NOT have to be a herald. If you want to write but do not want to perform... find a voice among your peers! And for examples and help PLEASE email Lady Isabel de la Hay at Chiversii@yahoo.com. All fighters and heralds please contact Lady Isabel and let her know whom you are heralding or who is heralding you.  If you do not have a herald or a fighter, please contact her  and request one.

Newcomers' Feast

 Oct. 6. Pavlok Gorod

The members of the Incipient Shire of Pavlok Gorod welcome one and all to join us in celebrating the food and culture of late period Russia. The morning will be dedicated to classes, and the afternoon and early evening to a four-course feast prepared by Gwenhyvar Ferch Rinn, separated by a variety of presentations.

Site Information: Springhill Hall behind St. Paul's Lutheran church 3077 E.Rezanof, Kodiak. Site opens at 9am for set-up and closes at 8pm. Event fee $12 for members $15 non-members, 6-12 are $9, children 5 and under are free. 

Individuals planning to travel to our fair isle should contact Lady Tama asap to arrange for crash space. 

Lead Autocrat/ Feastocrat: Gwenhyvar Ferch Rinn (Jenny Hansen) [removed], Kodiak, AK 99615, [removed]. Asst Autocrat: Tama Katerina Evstokh'eva (Tamie Fogle), [removed], Kodiak, AK 99615, [removed], [removed].

Byzantine Bash

 Oct. 27, Selviergard

The Barony of Selviergard invites the Knowne World to attend a feast  honoring Constantine the Great in traditional Byzantine style!  Please bring your banners, flags, tapestries and other decorations to make the hall more colorful. 

 The victor of the heavy combat tournament will be awarded the purple chlamys, a traditional gift from the ancient Basillius' of that time as a show of his great prowess and favor from the powers that be. Rapier fighters will also get a chance to show their skills on the field. (Details forthcoming!)

 There will be a table decorating contest for the best dressed Byzantine-ish table, as well as a secret competition. A&S Classes will be announced at a later date. Feast will be potluck, with meats and breads provided. Please bring a dish that will serve 8-10 people according to your mundane last name: A-H side dish, I-P desserts, Q-Z veggies.

 Site information: Site is open from 10 am to 10 pm. Event fee is: members $10, children $7, under 3 free, family cap $25, $3 NMS. Make checks payable to SCA Inc.  

Directions: BSA Camp Gorsuch, [removed], Chugiak, AK, 23 miles N of Anchorage, 18 miles South of Palmer. Take Mirror Lake exit, left on Old Glenn to Camp Gorsuch road, follow road back to Lodge. Site is dry.

Autocrats: Thomas "Two-Bears" Sorngrym, (Travis Abe-Thomas), , [removed], Palmer, AK  99645, [removed] (please call between 2PM and 10PM AST), [removed].

A Time For Tudor

Nov. 3, Eskalya

Once again it is Time for Tudor! It's time for an evening of dancing and merriment; a time to revive the pagentry of the Elizabethan costume party with a Grande Masked Ball.

Come dressed in your Tudor and Elizabethan fashions and show off how creative you can be in your costumes and light on your feet across the dance floor.

There will be dancing lesson and several contests including Best Allegory.  An allegory is "a figurative treatment of a subject under the guise of another; a representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning through concrete or material means".  So get out your material and be creative.  For example, a green gown covered in sparkling jewels and cocktail swords could be "Arafel's Lament" (singing ' the tree of swords and jewels waits for me')  You can even top it all off with a French Hood made from leaves.  A prize will be given to the member of the populace who correctly identifies the most allegories present.  

Another prize will be given to the person with the best mask.  Ideas for Tudor style masks can be found at : http://isebastiani.com/MasksAndChars.html

Punch will be provided with the populace beinging thier favorite desserts or finger foods to share.  A prize will be awarded to the person who brings the best dish; no documentation is required.

No feast gear is necessary for this event. This is a dry site.Event fee - $5 ($3 non-member surcharge. Site is open from 4-9 pm.

Site Location: The Den at UAA, University of Alaska Anchorage Student Union, 3211 Providence Drive, Anchorage 99508. Autocrat: Elizabeth DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed], [removed]cell, [removed]home (both before 10 pm).

Event reports and thanks: 

Midsummer Coronet

July 20-22, Shire of Hrafnsfjordr for Oertha

Although the weather was cheery as we all arrived and set up encampments, and lasted through the tourney, it was a good thing we were under a big pavillion for the fine feast, as the wind kicked up, and set several small pavillions to running away down the field.

But spirits remained high, and spirits cheery. The high table was busy tasting cream liqueurs for the Princess' Whim competition, and after dinner, Anne of Bradford and Annora de Montfort of Shadowood set out a fine dessert table and more spirits in celebration of the 20 years since they were elevated to the Order of the Laurel. Many friends gathered, and tales were shared, including Leon, Prince of Mists, telling the story of when Kylson met Anne, so these many years ago. The night was turning decidedly cool and overcast, so people gathered around the bardic fire to keep warm.

Visitors from central kingdom included Her Majesty Kaaren, Duke Radnor of Guildemar, Kingdom Earl Marshal Mari Alexander, Mistress Eilis O'Boirne, Vigdis Vestfirzka, Sir Gemini de Grendel, and Owen op Morgan, Latimer Herald, who ran a consultation table on Saturday (I know I'm forgetting a few).

The weather remained cool on Sunday as the principality populace gathered to watch the investituture of the new Prince and Princess, Dietrich and Bianca. Dietrich defeated Gunnar Olfuss in the finals to claim the thrones of Oertha.

Those who fought in the Lists were: Brock Gralbarda for Elspeth Bouchannane, Canute Mjoksiglandi for Katarzina Porajski, Colin Jak Leslie for Isabel de la Hay, Daithi' Conri' for Lilandra of Sheep Rock, Duncan Scrymgeour for Mary of Hrafnafjord, Fathir von Trier for Etain O'Rowarke, Grisulus Hilarius Gladiaus for Amber of Hrafnafjord, Gunnar Olfuss for Lasairiona of Creavanore, Ragnsteinn Fra Andressmyr for Adisa Hrafn Ulfsdottier, Ruaidhri MacDiamada for Ciara Mac Egan, Rutger van Dieveren for Magdalena Georg-Eva Oshitkanova, Soren j' Alborgh for Sorcha Careman, and Taran for Giuliana de Benedetto Falconieri. It has been many years since such a field was seen.

There were classes taught by visitors and locals, socializing, and excellent breakfasts produced by Piedpowder, as well as the principality business meeting and various peerage meetings, making for the usual busy event.

Their Highnesses appointed the following to Their Court: Champion, Georg of Glacier's Edge; Knight Counsellor, Cyrus Aurelius; Captain of the Escort, Gunnar Olfuss; Heavy Escort, Duncan Wulfric Scrymgeous, Fathir von Trier, Grisulis Hilarious Gladious, Rutger van Dieveren; Rapier Escort, Alaryn Aecanstaef, Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri, Sevastian Agafangelovich Golystin; Ladies of the Chamber, Lasairiona of Creavanore (Chamberlin), Alienor FitzHenry, Elizabeth Anne deGresse, Genevieve Beauvais, Magdalena Georg-eva Oshitkanova, Magdalena Ginerve de France.

Miscellaneous

From the principality A&S minister:

Greetings Unto to the Populace of Oertha. 

Following are the remaining Arts and Sciences contests scheduled for 2007.  

Fall A&S Collegium (Nov) -- Fine Art: Bookcovers, any form; Performing Art: War Songs; Technical Science: Redacting a Recipe - entries must specifically describe the process so this will require some form of documentation if only in the form of a write up on what the entrant did; Practical Science: Woven Trim, 1 yard minimum (this could include kumihimo, table weaving, inkle, loom, fingerbraiding, etc).

From Collegium Autocrat:

Do you have a skill you would like to share? Is there something you would like to learn? Do you ever get the undeniable urge to assign homework and gold stars?

Well, here is your chance!  I am looking for gentles to teach at the Fall Collegium hosted by the Barony of Eskalya on November 17.  Remember, the best way to *really* learn something is to teach others about it.  Interested parties please email Clare Secunda at [removed].  

In service, Clare de Norwude called Secunda

From the principality seneschale:

Here is your opportunity to touch the Great Key of Oertha!  I am currently seeking a deputy to succeed me as Principality Seneschal at next Summers Coronet (2008).  Anyone interested in the position, or in clarification on what the Seneschal does, may submit their resume to me at [removed]
In Service, Alienor Fitzhenry

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Regnum

Rex and Regina Occidentalis: Hauoc and Ginevra, [removed].

Prince and Princess of Oertha: Dietrich and Bianca, [removed].

Winter's Gate

Baron and Baroness: Griffin and Margery Garret (Gary and Mikki Griffin), [removed], Fairbanks 99712, [removed], [removed] (Margery).

Seneschale: Adelaide Webster  (Deanna Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]hm, [removed]. Deputy: Hakim the Moor.

Captain of the Militia & Heart of Winter’s Gate: Angus McFarland, (Shawn Windes), [removed], and Adelaide Webster  (Deanna Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]hm, [removed]. 

Estoille Pursuivant/Chronicler: Morgana yr Oerfa (Sharron Albert), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]home, [removed]work, [removed].

Marshal/Gold Key: Magdalina Georgeva Oshitkanova  (Ozzie Oszustowski), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed].  

Rapier Marshal: Griffin Garret (Gary Griffiin, see info under Baron)

Exchequer: Rutger van Dieveren (Ron Wilkes), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed], [removed]. Deputy: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea.

Arts & Sciences Minister: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), Box 83013, Fairbanks 99708, [removed]hm, [removed]cell, [removed].

Constable: Hakim al-Basim Ibn Rashid (Micah Mjolsnes-Karrick), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], [removed].

Chatelaine: Daithi' Conri' (Zack Sherman), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed], sunflashak@hotmail.com. Deputy: Greteke det Lillie (Grete Mjolsnes-Karrick).

Chirurgeon: Angus MacFarland, [removed]. Deputy: Daithi' Conri'.

Lists Minister: Margary Garrett (see baroness above).

Web Minister: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed]hm, [removed].

Minister of Children: Margary Garrett (see baroness above). Deputy: CatairÍona inghean Uí Dhomhnaill (Jessi Overton)

Canton of Ynys Taltraeth:

Seneschal/Herald/Gold Key: Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed]home, [removed].

Exchequer/Marshal: Havoc atte Ree (James Rea), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed]home, [removed]
A&S: Merewyn (Lareena Goertz), [removed], Kotzebue 99752, [removed], [removed]hm.

College of St. Boniface:

Seneschal: Johannes von der Pfalz (Jason Lazarus), [removed]UAF, Fairbanks, 99775, [removed] hm.

Anderson/Clear Incipient Group:

Seneschale: Giuliana di Benedetto Falconieri (Anna Hailey), [removed], Clear 99704, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed].

Principality of Oertha

Seneschale: Alienor Fitzhenry (Nicole Putnam), [removed]., Anchorage 99502, [removed]hm, [removed]cell (both before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Breock of Whitby.

Stellanordica Herald: Isabel de la Hay (Corey Chivers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]cell, [removed].

Marshal: Magdalena Georg-eva Oshitkanova (Ozzie Oszustowki), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Equestrian Marshal: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed]., Chugiak 99567[removed]home (before 10 pm), [removed].

A&S Minister: Althea of Hraefnhaec (Althea Dooley), [removed], Fairbanks 99701, [removed]cell, [removed].

Exchequer: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed], Wasilla 99654, [removed]cell, [removed].

Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andressmyri (Andy Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed]cell, [removed].

Constable: Gunnar Olfuss (Ben Stevens), [removed]., Soldotna 99669, [removed]cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chatelaine: Elizabeth Anne DeGresse (Elizabeth Branscum), [removed], Anchorage 99502, [removed]cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Chirurgeon: Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed], Anchorage 99504, 332-5551 home (before 9 pm), [removed].

Scribe: Gwyneth Rhiannon of the Sea (Gerri Withers), [removed], Fairbanks 99708, [removed]cell (before 9 pm), [removed]. Deputy: Bianca Rose Byrnes.

Web Minister: Bianca Rose Byrnes (Darlene Cullor), [removed], Anchorage 99504, 632-1789 cell (before 10 pm), [removed].

Barony of Eskalya

Baron and Baroness: Breock & Margaret Anne (Stephen & Meghan Spencer), [removed]., Anchorage 99504, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed]
Arts & Sciences Minister: Elspeth Bouchanane (Jacki Frederick), [removed]. 

Peregine Pursuivant/Chronicler: Clare Elena de Montfort (Kerri Geppert), [removed], Chugiak 99567, [removed]home (before 10 pm), [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Alaryn Aecenstaeff (Edgar Branscum), [removed], Anchorage, 99502, [removed] (before 10 pm), [removed].

Exchequer/Gold Key: Celestria Textrix (Dawn Quick), [removed].  

Hospitaller (Chatelaine): Breock of Whitby (Stephen Spencer), [removed]before 9 pm, [removed]. 

Chirurgeon/Deputy Constable: Ciara Bridgit Der Alcan (Jennifer Jacques), [removed], Anchorage, 99508, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Water Bearers Guild: Lilandra of Sheeprock (Michelle Webb), [removed].

Pavlovsk Gavan:

Seneschale: Tamitsa Katerina Evstokh’eva (Tamie Fogle), [removed], Kodiak, 99615, [removed] hm, [removed].

Barony of Selviergard

Baron and Baroness: Georg and Katarzina (Charlie and Elaine Presler), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Seneschale: Heleyne de Aveberia (Barb Smith), [removed], Palmer 99645, [removed]before 9 pm, [removed].

Marshal: Soren j'Alborgh (Leon Ayers), [removed], Anchorage 99504, [removed], [removed].

Rapier Marshal: Etain O'Rowarke (Crystal Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed]
Herald/Chronicler: Thomas Two-Bears (Travis Abe-Thomas), [removed], [removed].

Exchequer/Chatelaine: Merewen of Cottesmore (Misti Reisz), [removed], Eagle River 99577, [removed] before 10 pm, [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Ruaidhri.

Constable: Fathir von Trier (Bryan Nelson), [removed]., Wasilla 99654, [removed]before 10 pm, [removed].

Web Minister: Wolfgar, [removed], [removed].

Shire of Hrafnafjordr

Seneschale: Amber of the Fireweed (Amber Gardner), [removed]., [removed], [removed].

Marshal/Herald/Chronicler: Ragnsteinn fra Andréssm‡ri (Andrew Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed]. Deputy Marshal: Grislus Hilarious Gladius (Gene Gardner), [removed], [removed].

Arts & Sciences: Adísa hrefna Úlfsdóttir (Debbie Jackson), [removed], Sterling 99672, [removed], [removed].
Constable: Scrymgar (Jason Ross), [removed], Nikiski 99635.

Chatelaine: Iulianna Ravenhair (Krystal Jones), [removed], Kenai 99611, [removed], [removed].

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

And now for something entirely different:

Du’ad Bob Review

“So,” I thought to myself, “That looks interesting. I’ll review the first episode and let folks know whether to watch it or not.”  And I watched it. And actually was caught up in it a bit. “So,” I thought to myself, “I’ll watch the second episode, and then write a review.” This state of affairs managed to go on for ten weeks. (Well, eleven, actually, but they didn’t run an episode over Memorial Day weekend. Too much competition from various sports, I guess.) And then, finally, when it was all over and I was ready to sit down and let you, my faithful readers, know what it was all about and how it ended, they had the audacity to tell me what was going to be happening next season! About how well-known actor Peter O’Toole was going to be joining the cast. And so on, doing their best to get me hooked for “next season”, whenever that might occur. (I find it very difficult to determine when the various television and cable “seasons” begin and end anymore. It used to be from Labor Day to Memorial Day, but that no longer appears to be the case.) So, anyhow, I expect that just before “next season”, they will run the entire “first season” so as to catch everyone up with where the characters are at when the “next season” begins. And thus it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews the entire first season of Showtime’s original series, The Tudors.

Starring Jonathan Rhys Myers as Henry VIII, Sam Neill as Thomas Cardinal Wolsey, Jeremy Northam as Sir Thomas More, Gabrielle Anwar as Henry’s sister Princess Margaret, Callum Blue as Anthony Knivert, Henry Cavil as Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, Henry Czerny as Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, Natalie Dormer as Anne Boleyn, Maria Doyle Kennedy as Katherine of Aragon, Nick Dunning as Sir Thomas Boleyn, James Frain as Thomas Cromwell, and Steven Waddington as Edward Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, the action in this ten-episode series manages to cover little more than ten years, from about 1518 to 1530, in the tumultuous life and times of the young king, Henry VIII. In other words, it goes from about the time that Henry is having second thoughts about his marriage to Katherine of Aragon, but not up to his secret marriage to Anne Boleyn and subsequent annulment of his marriage to Katherine.

Good points: The marble floor in the first episode. The heralds’ tabards. The tournament tree. Wolsey’s cope, and his cloak. Period musical instruments. The horse barding. The correct banner when the king rides. The banner of Wolsey’s arms.

Bad points: Once again, actual history is overlooked (presumably in the interests of making it “more interesting”). For example, Wolsey was not carried back to London in a tumbrel and in chains, nor did he commit suicide. He actually set out from Cawood in North Yorkshire with his personal chaplain Edmund Bonner, but fell ill and died at Leicester while on the way. Writing with feathers rather than quill pens. The costuming isn’t bad, but it’s not good; it’s “Renfaire good”. The portcullis seal. (A portcullis is the badge of Parliament, not the king.) A griffin, rather than the Welsh dragon, supporter of the Royal arms. The Tudor ballet dresses. Too many women wearing their hair down. Servers wearing tabards with the arms of France.

16 breasts. 38 dead bodies. (Most from the plague.) Three gallons of blood. Lance fu.  Sword fu. Dagger fu. Pillow fu. Plague fu. Heads roll (off-screen). Carriages roll. Waves roll. Gratuitous pastry with live birds inside. Gratuitous wrestling match. Gratuitous ranting and raving. Gratuitous monkey. Gratuitous arm-wrestling for forgiveness. Academy Award nomination to Maria Doyle Kennedy as Queen Katherine for making her such a sympathetic character; and to Jonathan Rhys Davies as Henry VIII for “I don’t mean that he’s banished forever. Only as long as he breathes.” A 73 on the Vomit Meter.  3-1/2 Stars. Da’ud Bob says, “Check it out! And be sure to check out next season, too!”

_____________________________________________________

This is the August AS XLII (2007) edition of The Gatekeeper, published by and for the members and friends of the Barony of Winter’s Gate. It is not an official publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.

